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From member-Secretary’S DeSk

I am pleased to share with you the glad tiding that 
we had our Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh 
and Union Minister of  Human Resource Devel-

opment, Shri Kapil Sibal as our guests at the Life Time 
Achievement Award giving function in which we had 
the great pleasure of  honoring two of  the most eminent 
philosophers of  our country, Professors R. Balasubra-
manian and D.P. Chattopadhyaya for the most valuable 
services they have rendered to promote and propagate 
philosophy in India. Himself  an academic and a person 
of  profound learning and vision, Dr. Manmohan 
Singh not only graced the occasion and presented the 
awards, but also expressed his joy in becoming aware 
of  the various activities of  ICPR in promoting philos-
ophy in the country, and even charted a blue-print for 
its future activities. Adding to this, so profound and 
encouraging were the words of  Shri Kapil Sibal, our 
Minister, which egged us on in our efforts of  building 
up the Council, adequately taking care of  the needs 
of  the future and perpetuate philosophical thinking 
that has come down to us for several millennia. On 

behalf  of  ICPR and all those who are associated with 
philosophy, I convey our profound gratitude to both 
of  them for their precious time and good wishes.

ICPR has the dream and desire to grow in multifar-
ious ways to cater to the requirements of  philosophy 
and especially philosophy in our (incredible) India 
including the search and research for those traditions 
which are nearly lost and forgotten. In keeping with 
our objectives, we have been largely successful in 
implementing our projects and programs in organizing 
a large number of  seminars, workshops and confer-
ences besides sanctioning grants to different national 
bodies for carrying out research work to augment our 
resources, holding programmes in different parts of  
the country —a good glimpse of  which is presented 
in this issue of  the ICPR Newsletter. 

In November 20�0, ICPR Chairman Professor K.R. 
Rao and I were privileged to participate in the World 
Philosophy Day Celebration at Tehran, the Capital City 
of  the Islamic Republic of  Iran, on the invitation of  

Professor G. Mishra, Member Secretary, ICPR at Silver Jubilee Award Function
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Iranian Institute of  Philosophy. It was a grand gath-
ering and a great philosophical event celebrated with all 
flamboyance and style and attended by different world 
bodies involved in Philosophy, even though because 
of  some reasons, UNESCO which had initiated this 
event, could not itself  participate. Professor Rao was 
the speaker at the valedictory function attended by a 
large number of  the very top functionaries from the 
Iranian Government representing its different Minis-
tries, Judiciary and the Parliament. The deliberations 
on this occasion in different languages like English, 
Persian, French etc., were of  a very high order and it 
provided a forum for deliberation on philosophy in 
the whole of  Asia, and its interaction with other coun-
tries in the world, taking forward our pioneering idea 
of  Asian Philosophy Congress, which ICPR has initi-
ated very recently. 

The period under report in this Newsletter very unfortu-
nately witnessed the passing away of  two of  the most 
sincere well-wishers of  ICPR, Sri Arjun Singh, formerly 
Minister of  HRD, Govt. of  India and Professor  
K. Satchidananda Murty, former Vice-Chairman, UGC 
who, in their own unique and inimitable ways, very 
significantly contributed for the growth and develop-
ment of  the ICPR. The next issue of  the Newsletter will 
carry the detailed official obituaries on the above two 
very great patrons and well wishers of  ICPR.

One extremely important development in the past 
few months is the actualization of  the co-publica-
tion program of  the Council as evidenced by our 
successful entering into fresh collaborative publishing 
arrangements with renowned publishers like Oxford 
University Press, Matrix Publishers, Motilal Banar-
sidass, DK Printworld and other publishing houses 
to augment the publication of  quality manuscripts. 
Though the Council has been publishing academic 

works for a long time, there was no arrangement in 
place to get them wide circulation all over the world. 
With the new collaborations, the Council’s publi-
cations will now effortlessly reach an international 
readership and consequently, the Council’s publica-
tion programme will become widely known all over 
the world. I hope that the readers of  our Newsletter will 
heartily welcome this new stride of  the Council.

ICPR as a forum for promotion of  Philosophy, and 
India as the oldest country in the world as the mother 
of  the tradition of  great philosophical thinking had 
to go a long way in addressing the philosophical 
issues in a fashion suitable to modern temperament 
in addressing the challenges and predicament of  the 
contemporary man. ICPR has facilitated this through 
its varied activities and programmes through the 
length and breadth of  India and can continue to facili-
tate such programmes and aid others in the country 
to take up projects consistent with its objectives and 
we need patronage and association of  thinkers and 
philosophers from across the academic disciplines for 
further deliberations and work upon these issues in 
the years to come. 

In the new financial year, we plan to launch new 
programs and initiatives which would be made avail-
able to the whole Indian philosophical community and 
all others as will become known through our website 
www.icpr.in I would invite all our readers and friends 
to associate with us and take academic benefits from 
ICPR activities. 

I once again thank all of  you for being associated with 
ICPR and if  you have any idea or opinion to share, 
please do write to me directly at gmisra�9@hotmail.
com

G. Mishra 
Member Secretary
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on the occasion of the conferment of 
ICPR’s Life Time Achievement Award on 

Prof. D.P. Chattopadhyaya and Prof. R. Balasubramanian, 
22 December, 2010

Prime miniSter Dr. manmohan Singh

I am very happy to participate in this function to 
honour two of  our distinguished philosophers.  
Let me begin by congratulating Prof. Chattopad-

hyaya and Prof. Balasubramanian for being conferred 
with the Life Time Achievement Award of  the Indian 
Council of  Philosophical Research. The scholar-
ship and intellectual accomplishments of  these two 
eminent philosophers are outstanding. Prof. Chatto-
padhyaya is a former Chairman of  the Indian Council 
of  Philosophical Research. One of  his exemplary 
achievements is the mammoth project on the History 
of  Indian Science, Philosophy and Culture that he 
initiated.  He has also contributed to public services as 
a Minister in the Central government and as Governor 
of  Rajasthan. Prof. Balasubramanian is an equally 
distinguished philosopher whose scholarship in clas-
sical Indian thought and modern interpretation of  
Advaita philosophy have received world-wide acclaim. 
I am sure that the work of  Prof. Chattapadhyaya and 
Prof. Balasubramanian would be an abiding source of  
inspiration to young scholars in our country.

India has a glorious philosophical tradition.  Philoso-
phers have been the architects of  our ancient civilization 
– a civilization that has been continuous and unbroken 
for thousands of  years despite the remarkable demo-
graphic, political and economic changes that have 
taken place in our country from time to time.  Our 
country is characterized by enormous diversity.  We 
are blessed with a multitude of  languages.  All major 
religions of  the world are represented in India in 
good numbers.  There are numerous ethnic groups 
with their own distinctive identities. Yet, we are one 
nation, one people, sharing the same spirit of  Indian-

Dr. Manmohan Singh, Hon’ble Prime Minister, 
Government of  India addressing on the occasion of  

ICPR Award Function at Vigyan Bhawan
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ness.  Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru wrote in his Discovery 
of  India: “The tremendous and fundamental fact of  
India is her essential unity throughout the ages.”  The 
kaleidoscopic colorful coalition of  coexisting identi-
ties makes India distinctively beautiful.  It makes our 
country a showcase of  sustainable pluralism.  Indeed, 
it is our strength.  

We need to preserve this essential unity, this Indian-
ness that has been strengthened and enriched by the 
various strands of  thought that constitute the Indian 
philosophical tradition.  It is a major challenge for all 
of  us and especially the intellectuals, to ensure that 
the richness of  our diversity and our multi-culturism 
is preserved and nourished. 

Classical Indian thought subscribes to the ideal that 
the world is one family (vasudhaiva kutumbakam). As 
brothers and sisters, we should be bonded by love 
and compassion for each other.  The father of  our 
nation, Mahatma Gandhi, articulated so well the 
intrinsic altruism and the abiding spirituality in all of  
us.  He emphasized on truth and non-violence as the 
guiding principles to govern our conduct, thought 
and action.  His thought is quite the opposite of  
the Hobbesian thesis, which characterizes much of  
Western social-philosophical thought.  According to 
Mahatma Gandhi, man is not a power hungry, amoral, 
self-serving, and hedonistically driven animal  held 
back from his instinctual urges by reason and fear of  
violence.   He said that “man is worse than the brute, 
so long as he is selfish and indifferent to happiness of  
others…man becomes great exactly in the degree in 
which he works for the welfare of  his fellow-men.”  In 
many ways, Mahatma Gandhi’s teachings carry forward 
the ideas of  our ancient philosophical traditions.  It is 
my belief  that we need such guiding principles more 
than ever before.  It is the special responsibility of  our 
thinkers, intellectuals and philosophers to contribute 
to the legacy of  tolerance and brotherhood that we 
have inherited.   I am also happy to learn that the 
Indian Council of  Philosophical Research is taking 
special steps to promote Gandhian thought.  

Sometimes, philosophers are seen as mere arm-chair 
speculators, who have the luxury of  leisure.  This, 
I believe, is a misconception.  Philosophy is not 
removed from living but organically related to it.  At 
a practical level, we need to break the artificial barrier 
between theory and practice – like Lenin reminded us, 
“there is no good theory without good practice and no 
good practice without good theory”.  Philosophical 
thought, should be ever evolving and relevant to its 
time. Therefore, I am happy that the Indian Council 
of  Philosophical Research is looking beyond the tradi-
tional contours of  classical philosophy to make the 
discipline more contextual, focused on contemporary 
issues and relevant to our national needs.   

With the rapid expansion of  the knowledge frontier 
and the consequent multiplication of  areas of  special-
ization, there is an increasing need for interdisciplinary 
studies and for unified knowledge. Philosophy can 
play a pivotal role in ensuring this.  As the mother 
of  all sciences, philosophy is necessarily inter-disci-
plinary.  Therefore, it should be pursued not merely 
as a separate discipline, like economics or politics, but 
as a trans-disciplinary subject taught along with other 
subjects.  Ethics should be an important element in 
the curriculum of  professional schools, with possible 
courses such as business ethics and medical ethics.  
Again philosophies of  law, education, history, politics, 
and science need to be studied for consummate and 
all-round preparation of  students enrolled in those 
fields.  I hope that the Indian Council of  Philosophical 
Research would encourage efforts in this direction.

Let me end by once again congratulating Dr. D.P. Chat-
topadhyaya and Prof. Balasubramanian.  I also wish 
the Indian Council of  Philosophical Research the very 
best in its programmes and serving as an important 
think tank of  the nation. 

May your path be blessed

Jai Hind
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awarDS

ICPR Life Time Achievement Award Function was 
held at Hall no. 6 of  Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi 
on 22nd December 20�0 at a very distinguished 
gathering. Our Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan 
Singh presented the ICPR Silver Jubliee Award for  

Distinguished Life Time Achievement in Philosophy to 
Professor R. Balasubramanian (for the year 2009) 
and to Professor D.P. Chattopadhyaya (for the year 
20�0). Due to health reasons, Professor Chattopad-
hyaya could not attend the function and the award  
was received by the Professor Krishna Roy on his 
behalf.

The function started with the lighting of  the lamp 

by Dr. Manmohan Singh followed by the welcome 

address of  Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao highlighting 

the essential services rendered by the ICPR and the 

future vision of  the ICPR to serve the Philosoph-

ical community. Shri Kapil Sibal, Hon’ble Minister 

of  Human Resource & Development delivered his 

address in which he appreciated the good services 

done by ICPR. This was followed by the presentation 

ceremony and Dr. Manmohan Singh, Hon’ble Prime 

Minister of  India presented the ICPR Silver Jubliee 

Award for Distinguished Life Time Achievement in Philos-

ophy with a cheque for Rs. �.00 lakh each to Professor 

R. Balasubramanian and Professor D.P. Chattopad-

hyaya.  Professor G. Mishra, Member Secretary, ICPR 

read out the Citations of  the Award mentioning the 

contribution rendered by Professor R. Balasubrama-

nian and Professor D.P. Chattopadhyaya. The function 

came to an end with the vote of  thanks by Member 

Secretary, ICPR.

Dr. Manmohan Singh, presenting the Life Time Achievement Award  
to Professor R. Balasubramanian

ICPR Lifetime Achievement Award Function
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Union miniSter Shri kaPil Sibal

The inaugural function of  the ICPR Fellows’ 
Meet for the year 20�0 was held on  December 
2�-2�, 20�0 at Vigyan Bhavan following the 

Life Time Achievement Award function. Professor 
K. Ramakrishna Rao, Chairman ICPR welcomed the 
audience and spoke about ICPR and its activities with 
retrospect and prospects. The inaugural speech for the 
meet was delivered by Shri Kapil Sibal, Union Minister. 
He spoke about Philosophy as ultimate analytical 
understanding of  our journey through our lives on 
this planet.  He stated that Philosophy is not just what 
Hobbes has talked about and Law is not simply about 
the concept of  Social Contract theory of  Rousseau, 
but is much more than all that. He also talked about 
the more fundamental issues of  the identity of  homo-
sapiens and of  the cosmos.  He further spoke about 
integration of  science, thought and the inward journey 
of  human thought to understand the inner world.  

The programme ended with a vote of  thanks given by 

Professor G. Mishra, Member Secretary, ICPR. 

After the inauguration, the academic schedule of  

sessions of  the Fellows’ Meet with various reorienta-

tion lectures were conducted between 2�-2� December 

20�0 at SSS I auditorium, Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-

sity. Professor R.P. Singh, Department of  Philosophy, 

JNU, New Delhi was the coordinator for this entire 

three day programme. 

On 2�st December 20�0, the programme started at 

2.�0 p.m. with an orientation lecture by Professors R. 

Balasubramanian, the distinguished Philosopher and 

former Chairman of  ICPR, P.K. Mukhopadhyaya, 

Srinivasa Rao, National Fellows of  ICPR, Bijoy Boruah, 

Rakesh Chandra also delivered orientation lectures and 

subsequently interacted with ICPR Fellows.

Shri Kapil Sibal, Minister of  Human Resource and Development 
delivering his inaugural address at the Fellow’s Meet

at the Fellows’ Meet – 2010
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chairman’S SPeech

at the Fellows’ Meet 

Shri Kapil Sibalji, Distinguished Guests, Fellows 
of  the ICPR, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Once again let me extend to all of  you a warm 
welcome.  We are deeply beholden to Kapilji for giving 
us his valuable time to participate in all the three 
functions of  the ICPR today. Under the dynamic lead-
ership of  this team, the Ministry of  Human Resource 
Development is scaling new heights as never before, 
making access, equity and excellence achievable goals 
for education in India.  I do not know, Sir, if  you are 
the “fastest file pusher” as one of  the MPs is reported 
to have said about you; but I do know that you are a 
no nonsense Minister bent on doing what is best for 
the country, brooking no delays.  The country already 
lost a lot of  time, tinkering here and there to fix the 
system, without wholeheartedly attempting to bring 
about wholesome changes that the country direly 
needed in the field of  education.

The very first report on higher education after indepen-
dence, the report of  the Radhakrishnan Commission 
(�9�8-�9), observed: “With the increasing complexity 
of  society and its shifting pattern, universities have to 
change their objectives and methods if  they are to func-

tion effectively in our national life.  A policy of  drift 
in the vague hope that, if  the universities are granted 
full autonomy and are permitted to pursue their own 
ends with intelligence and imagination, higher educa-
tion will take care of  itself, will be dangerous.”  This 
caution proved to be prophetic because our previous 
policies were unfortunately governed by that “vague 
hope” that brought us to the current unsatisfactory 
state.  It is our new hope and expectation, largely 
supported by your own statements and actions that 
you intend to introduce comprehensive reforms from 
top to bottom in our system.  We wish you the very 
best in this Himalayan task.  The road to reform 
education in the country is a national highway and not 
a local byway.  What is needed is not patchwork to fill 
potholes.  It is more than resurfacing the worn out 
old crust.  We need to significantly widen and multiply 
the access lanes.  We need to build bypasses where 
necessary and not fear to demolish the obstructing 
structures, if  we need to.

The country is rich in human resource.  It is potentially 
what puts India in front.  Education would give value 
addition to this resource.  Our demographic situation 
is such that we have one of  the largest percentages 

Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao, Chairman, ICPR speaking at the Fellows’ Meet
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of  young people of  college going age.  This is a great 
advantage.  However, only a low percentage of  them 
have access to higher education; and this is bad and 
must change soon.  The entire academic community 
in the country is behind you, Sir, in expeditiously 
expanding access to education, improve its quality and 
make higher education affordable to all who seek it 
and can benefit by it.  Let us not fear those who fear 
change.  For, there is no future without change. In one 
of  his post-retirement reminiscences, former Prime 
Minister Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao said to me over a 
cup of  tea: “Look down the street, the panwala talking 
to his wife on the phone while rolling the pan. It was 
not too long ago, even the affluent and well to do had 
to wait in queue for years to have a telephone connec-
tion. We changed all this by our liberalized policies.” 
Sir, I recall this here, because it is my hope that in your 
post-retirement years you may look back and proudly 
say that this lad and lass went to school, college and 
received their Ph.D. degrees because of  the education 
policies we put in place.

We know that you are attempting to correct many 
imbalances in our education.  Among the many imbal-
ances that make our higher education system less 
steady is the imbalance between the demand for engi-
neering, technology and management courses and the 
utter neglect of  humanities.  This imbalance is truly 
dangerous.  Dr. Radhakrishnan likened it to Rakshasa 
Rajya.  You have also expressed your unease at this.  
Again, we are with you Sir, to correct this imbalance 
and give humanities their due place in our academia.  

I am happy to report that during the past quarter 
of  a century, ICPR served an exceedingly significant 
function, which often goes unnoticed.  During these 
years, the ICPR supported through its fellowships 
programme literally hundreds of  scholars to pursue 
philosophical studies.  It would be no exaggeration 
to say that without the ICPR’s extensive fellowships 
programme, philosophical research in the country 
would have come to a standstill, if  not dead.  If  
ICPR did nothing except administer the fellowships 
programme, it would well justify its existence. 

We are indeed delighted that you are inaugurating the 
Annual Fellows’ meet, which has become a regular 

feature and an important activity of  the ICPR. This is a 
gathering where we get to know our fellows personally 
and get feedback from them so that we could improve 
the programme. Also, we arrange at these meetings 
invited lectures by senior professors addressing some 
of  the issues the researchers in philosophy generally 
face.

At any given time, we have about ��0 fellows.  They 
range from National Fellows awarded to those who 
distinguished themselves as national leaders to 
Junior Fellowships to students enrolled in doctoral 
programmes.  ICPR also awards Fellowships to retired 
teachers and post-doctoral scholars.  Also, we award 
visiting short-term Fellowships to enable scholars to 
travel to other places such as our Academic Centre in 
Lucknow and avail the library facilities.

Over the years, we introduced several changes in 
the selection and recruitment of  Fellows.  We have 
also attempted to streamline the administration of  
the fellowship programmes so that there is a greater 
transparency in the selection of  the scholars and less 
red tape on the part of  ICPR and greater account-
ability on the part of  the Fellows so that our limited 
resources are best used.

One of  the major problems with the Fellowships is 
the meager honorarium attached to them.  A begin-
ning scholar gets a paltry sum of  Rs.6,000/- per 
month.  The honorarium for the National Fellow is 
lowly Rs.2�,000/- per month.  We have represented to 
the Government that the Fellowship amounts need to 
be revised and significantly enhanced.  I know that this 
will happen soon under your leadership.

Another problem faced by our Fellows, especially 
Junior Fellows, is the lack of  local expertise to guide 
them in their research.  As we interview the applica-
tions for the Fellowships, we find many of  them are 
handicapped by the fact that the local guide super-
vising the work does not simply have the necessary 
expertise in the relevant area of  specialization.  We are 
now taking steps to remedy this problem.  We have 
introduced a system of  mentoring.  Under this system, 
a Junior Fellow enrolled for Ph.D. in an institution at 
Guwahati can have a mentor in Goa, whom the scholar 
can contact on a regular basis by mutual agreement.  
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The mentoring scheme will make this link possible by 
identifying mentors and suitably compensate them for 
the time they give to work with the ICPR scholar.

The proposal we have for establishing the Indian Insti-
tute of  Philosophy and the ICPR Regional Centers 
are also geared to help the Fellows in significant ways.  
The mentoring would be done under the tutelage of  
the IIP, and the Regional Centers would have period-
ical workshops that would benefit the Fellows in that 
region.

We believe the establishment of  the Indian Institute 
of  Philosophy and the Regional Centers is an urgent 
necessity.  We have submitted detailed proposals 
for starting them on a very modest scale as soon as 
possible.  We have already lost a significant amount 
of  time during this plan.  We know that your time 
is fully consumed in developing and implementing 
mega projects like establishing new central universi-
ties.  However, I would like to impress on you that 
it is the well thought out small budget proposals like 
those we submitted that would give maximum return 
for our investments in terms of  quality addition to the 
expected expanded access to education.

The Indian Institute of  Philosophy is a well conceived 
experiment to develop a low-cost, high-tech endeavour 
that would have a virtual campus and floating faculty.  
It would have a number of  innovative programmes 
like the “mentoring system” that would make distance 
disappear between the budding scholars and those 
experts that could help them bloom.  The mentors 
could be drawn from anywhere in the world.  Thus 
our scholars would have direct access to the best in 
their fields of  research.

Again, the Regional Centers as envisaged will not be 
mere regional offices of  the ICPR.  They will not be 
set up with the goal of  decentralizing the work of  
ICPR.  Rather, they are designed to develop as centers 
with their own identities to reflect the native ethos and 
the sustainable pluralism inherent in Indian thought, 
so that we could all appreciate the colourful, cultural 
mosaic of  co-existing multiple identities to which 
India has been a home for millennia.

We have been conducting regular workshops to our 
Junior Fellows.  We have also attempted to utilize the 
services of  National Fellows and Senior Fellows to 
lecture at institutions across the country.  We have 
proposals to provide computers to each of  our Fellows 
so that they could make full use of  internet and be in 
constant touch with their mentors and other experts 
and coworkers.  

The study and research in philosophy itself  is likely to 
undergo major changes in the coming years.  Philos-
ophy will no longer be seen as searching for the “really 
real.”  The days are also past when philosophers 
served as self-certified therapists to diagnose concep-
tual confusions in thought and treat to clear those 
confusions.  There can be no perennial philosophy; 
nor can philosophy afford to limit itself  to specula-
tive thought, divorced from the existential conditions.  
Philosophy like other academic disciplines deals with 
problems.  Problems are situated in a context and a 
culture.  Therefore, context and culture give meaning to 
problems and also suggest possible ways of  resolving 
them.

Recognizing this, we at the ICPR are increasingly 
focusing our attention on nationally relevant problem 
areas like violence, terror, equality, identity, gender 
and integration.  We have submitted a major project 
on “Indian Identity and National Integration” for 
support from the Planning Commission.  Also we are 
encouraging applied philosophy, interdisciplinary and 
cross-cultural studies of  philosophy.  We have every 
hope that with your support our efforts will begin to 
yield fruits during the coming years.

Let me say again, Sir, how delighted we are that you 
are here today. Your presence and your messages will 
surely inspire all of  us, specially the young scholars, 
to move forward with hope and optimism that they 
would be important contributors to our national 
development.  Ideas are more powerful than any other 
possessions one could have because those possessions 
themselves are the products of  ideas.  As philosophers, 
we play with ideas not as a game of  entertainment but 
as sporting our true national role to build India as an 
intellectually vibrant and spiritually powerful country.
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activity at icPr acaDemic centre lUcknow

Report of the International Philosophy Day  
organized at the Academic Centre, Lucknow

ICPR has been observing the World Philosophy Day 
since 2002 when UNESCO had launched it with the 
idea of  celebrating the third Thursday of  November 
every year commemorating the birthday of  Socrates.

The main aim of  establishing such a day is to call 
public attention  to the enlightening role that philos-
ophy can perform in public life and in facing world 
problems beside the benefits that philosophic educa-
tion and teaching of  philosophy can receive in life of  
individuals and communities, whatever the profession 
of  individuals, and whatever be the heritage and tradi-
tions of  communities .  World Philosophy Day is a day 
for the promotion of  philosophy and of  philosophic 
dialogue.

This year ICPR in its Academic Centre, Lucknow also 
decided to celebrate the World Philosophy Day under 
the directorship of  Professor Satya P. Gautam, Vice 
Chancellor of  Mahatma Jyotiba Phule Rohilkhand 
University, Bareilly, who is also a Council Member.

He envisaged a blue print of  organizing this year to 
fulfil one of  the goals set up by UNESCO, namely, to 

Prof. Rajendra Prasad has been nominated for Life 
Time Achievement Award of  ICPR for the Year 
20��.

Rajendra Prasad (b. �926) taught Philosophy at 
Patna University and Indian Institute of  Technology, 
Kanpur. He was a Fulbright Smith-Mundt Fellow, a 
Fellow of  the Rockefeller Foundation, U.S.A. and was 
the National Fellow of  the Indian Council of  Philo-
sophical Research. He has published many books as 
well as scholarly papers in several learned journals. His 
publications include Regularity, Normativity and Rules of  
Language and Darsana Sastra Ki Ruparekha (in Hindi); 
Ends and Means in Private and Public Life (edited). He has 
also edited the journals Indian Review of  Philosophy 
and Darsanika Traimasika, and a co-editor of  Indian 
Philosophical Quarterly and Pariimarsa. 

Professor Rajendra Prasad

ICPR Lifetime Achievement Award for the year 2011

icPr’S activitieS

Professor S.P. Gautam interacting with the students 
on the concepts of  philosophy at St. Anthony School, 

Lucknow
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highlight the benefits that teaching of  philosophy can 
secure in public life by imparting an awareness  among 
students of  schools and colleges.

So �8th of  November 20�0 being the third Thursday 
was chosen by us to organize the event in the following 
way.

�) Interaction with the students in the local colleges 
where philosophy is taught at the UG level.

2) Interaction with students in a few good schools 
in Lucknow.

�) A function at the Academic Centre in 
Lucknow..

The day began at 8.00 a.m. in the morning for Professor 
Satya P. Gautam and the Director (P&R) when they 
went to two important convent schools namely, 
Nirmala Convent and St. Anthony School.  About ��0 
students gathered in these schools belonging to IX, X, 
XI  and XII classes where Professor S.P. Gautam gave 

a lecture on the importance of   philosophy.  There was 
a good interaction between the students and Professor 
Gautam when they had raised some significant ques-
tions like how can philosophy be useful to students 
and in life? What is the concept of  friendship, love  
relationships? etc., what is the concept of  God and 
its relationship to philosophy?  Professor Gautam by 
lecturing in these schools gave an idea to the school 
children  about the Nature of  Philosophy and its 
significance for clear thinking, morality, society and 
good citizenship.

The whole forenoon was spent in these schools, while 
Professor D.N. Dwivedi, Allahabad was requested to 
deliver a lecture on the theme Philosophy and Life at 
the Navyug Kanya Mahavidyalaya, Lucknow.

The college arranged a programme of  celebrating this 
day on a large scale basis.  More than �00 students, 
faculty, non teaching staff  and the Principal  attended 
the event and there was large scale interaction.  

The interest aroused in the students by Professor D.N. 
Dwivedi was so much that all the students alongwith 
few teachers came to the Academic Centre and visited 
the Library.

In the afternoon, the Academic Centre had a 
programme wherein, the Director of  the event  
Professor S.P. Gautam, alongwith Professor 
D.N.Dwivedi and Professor Rakesh Chandra spoke on 
the theme “Philosophy and Life.”  Professor Rajendra 
Prasad chaired the session.

Professor S.P.Gautam started his lecture on the 
following three issues.

i) Thinking about Thinking

ii) Thinking about the World

iii) Thinking about Life.

He enlightened the audience on what exactly a 
dialogue was meant to be and the possibility and limits 
of  knowledge.  Professor D.N. Dwivedi spoke directly 
on the theme and started with the statement “All the 
problems of  Philosophy are directly or indirectly 
related with life”.

Professor S.P. Gautam delivering his lecture

Students spell bound, listening to Professor Gautam’s 
lecture at Nirmala Convent
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(ii) forms of  education (iii) levels of  education and 
(iv) kinds of  education.  While speaking at length on 
the tasks of  education, he put forward the first task 
as transmission of  knowledge to the new genera-
tion.  The second task according to him is to train 
the new generation with active members and finally he 
delved deep on the task of  making the new generation 
responsible citizens by participating in new knowledge 
and skills. A very interesting point he made about the 
task in general, is trying to understand oneself  and the 
society and to interpret one’s own views.  He said that 
the dominant situation of  education is more of  the 
artha-karma model than the dharma-moksha model as 
he felt that the Marxian model is the artha model and 
the psychoanalytical model is the karma model.

The challenge we should have is to examine our modes 
of  thinking and take out the value oriented enterprise 

Education Day 2011

This year the National Education Day was celebrated 
at the Academic Centre, Lucknow on the ��th of  
November 20�0, commemorating the birthday of  
Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad.  It was decided that a 
one day seminar-cum-workshop be held on the theme 
“Philosophy of  Education: Ideas and Ideals”.  The 
theme was well suited for the occasion as scholars 
from various streams were invited to speak on the 
subject and also to chair the session.  

The programme began right at �0.00 a.m. sharp when 
Prof. G. Mishra gave his welcome address.  He spoke 
in a very lucid manner about the importance of  the 
day and the significance of  the theme.  Before giving 
his formal address, Dr. Mercy Helen, Director (P&R), 
Academic Centre welcomed the dignitaries and floral 
bouquet was presented to each of  the speakers and 
the Chairperson and also to the Member Secretary.

There were three sessions in all.  The first session had 
Professor K.K. Sharma of  the Education Department 
from Ambala as the speaker.  He spoke on (a) basic 
elements enveloping philosophy of  education, (b) 
Innovative ideas building human thought; and (c) Role 
of  ideas in building new structure of  philosophical 
thought.  His focus was also on the universal aims of  
education.  It was indeed an enlightening lecture.

The second speaker of  the first session, Professor 
Satya P. Gautam, Vice-Chancellor of  M.J.P. Rohil 
Khand University, Bareilly spoke very crisply and 
briefly on (i) the aims of  philosophy of  education, 

He traced from the history of  philosophy how philos-
ophy was related to life and its problems. Professor 
Rakesh Chandra spoke extensively on “the Role of  
education and Philosophy of  Education and on the 
issues of  Education for Democracy, purpose and 
significance of  philosophy of  life.” The programme 
was well attended by faculty members of  Lucknow 
University and students.

Professor Rajendra Prasad gave his presidential remarks 
by linking it with the background of  celebrating the 
International Philosophy Day as the birthday of  
Socrates. The method of  Socrates which was concep-
tual in nature was highly emphasized.

Thus the whole day was devoted to philosophical 
thinking by scholars, students, educationists and 
teachers of  Philosophy.

Audience during the session
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Lecture of Professor Mushirul Hasan  
on 18th February 2011 at the Academic Centre, Lucknow

A lecture programme was organized by the Acad-
meic Centre, Lucknow by Professor Mushirul Hasan, 
former Vice Chancellor of  Jamia Millia University.  The 
programme began with a welcome to the Chairperson, 
Professor R.R. Verma and the well-known Gandhian 
Scholar, Professor Mushirul Hasan by Dr. Mercy 
Helen, Director (P&R).  Professor G. Mishra intro-
duced the speaker to the august audience.  Professor 
Hasan spoke on Gandhian Legacy.  He used his laptop 
while delivering the lecture.  

At length, Professor Hasan presented his views on 
Gandhi as a forgotten figure.  He traced in this connec-
tion, the story of  National movement and emphasized 
on the point as to how ideas shape movements.  Then 

Professor G. Mishra introducing the speaker

that is hidden not being as citizens seeing education as 
a  commodity alone.

This session was chaired by an eminent scholar, 
Professor Rajendra Prasad.  In his remarks, he empha-
sized on the question as to how a philosopher could 
contribute to reform education.  His only answer was 
not by doing politics but by doing philosophy well.

He also spoke at length on the concept of  the good 
teacher.  According to him, a good teacher is one who 
cultures his personality and intellect.  He felt, philoso-
phers can produce real thinkers.

The second session had only one speaker, Professor 
Umesh Vashistha from Department of   Educa-
tion, Lucknow University.  The session was chaired 
by Professor R.L. Singh from Allahabad.  Professor 
Vashistha dwelt at length on Philosophy of  Educa-
tion, modern approaches to philosophy of  education, 
research done and ideas or ideals or solutions to offer 
to philosophers of  education.

Professor R.L. Singh concluded this session with his 
interesting and thought provoking remarks.

The third and the last session had Professor D.N. 
Dwivedi from Allahabad, a very well- known scholar 
who spoke on the philosophical concept of  education.  
He traced the history from Socrates Plato- Western and 
to Indian thinkers on how they viewed at the concepts 
of  philosophy, namely, wisdom, and knowledge.  He 
also touched on Chomsky, Shankara, Skinner, Paul 
Ricouer, Sartre, Heidegger on different aspects of  
knowledge.  He began his lecture by going back to the 
etymology of  the word ‘education’.

He concluded by saying that the task of  the philos-
opher should be to encourage students to not only 
acquire knowledge and information but also to be a 
critical thinker.

The session ended with a vote of  thanks proposed 
by Dr. Mercy Helen, Director (P&R) of  ICPR. She 
expressed her gratitude on behalf  of  the Centre to all 
the speakers and also to the chair persons and Member 
Secretary.  She thanked the local invitees for having 
come leaving their college and other activities and 
sparing their valuable time in attending the National 
Education Day.

he stressed on the legacy aspect of  Gandhian influence 
on the present movement.  How Gandhi’s ideologies 
have given rise to Social Movement.  Finally, Professor 
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Participants attending the Workshop Participants attending the Workshop

A National Workshop was planned by the Council on 
Advaita Vedanta at the Academic Centre, Lucknow 
to be conducted by no less than a great figure like 
Professor R. Balasubramanian, a doyen of  Indian 
Philosophy of  the country, an expert in Advaita Vedanta 
in particular among other areas.   The Council’s office 
had circulated about this workshop much before and 
also posted in the website and called for applications.  
More than �00 applications were received.  Finally, 
after much consideration, the Council had selected 
�0 scholars to participate in this workshop beginning 
from June 20th to �0th, 20�� at the ICPR, Academic 
Centre at Lucknow.

This unique workshop had followed a lecture scheme 
highlighting the preliminaries of  the traditions of  
Advaita, with Periodisation of  the history of  Advaita, 

the basic doctrines of  Advaita, the compositions of  
Sankara, the Siddhi literature in Advaita and on Sures-
vara, the spokesman of  Sankara.  There were eight 
lectures during the �0 days period which covered 
the scope of  Advaita, the objectives of  Advaita, 
the Methodology of  Advaita, The Problematic of  
Consciousness, The self  and the not-self  liberation 
and the Means thereto. The Director of  the workshop 
very meticulously and methodically conducted the 
workshop by spending more time with the scholars 
from �0.00 am to 6.00 pm.

The inauguration of  the workshop on 20th January, 
had begun with an invocation by Professor S. Revathy 
from Madras University followed by presenting floral 
bouquet to the Director of  the Workshop,  Professor 
R. Balasubramanian, Professor R.R. Verma, the Chief  

Report on the Workshop on Advaita Vedanta  
at the Academic Centre, Lucknow from 20 to 30 January 2011

Hasan brought out the view as to how Gandhi foresaw 
the possibility of  interfaith.  Through Non-violence, 
Conflict resolution and solidarity of  the people, the 
goal of  nation building in modern terms could be 
achieved.

The lecture was well appreciated by scholars who 
attended the lecture session.  There was a good deal 
of  discussion.  Professor G. Mishra thanked Professor 
Hasan for his deep commitment and his acceptance 
to visit the Academic Centre to deliver the interesting 
lecture.Professor Mushirul Hasan delivering his lecture
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icPr’S other activitieS

ICPR is planning to initiate its scheme to promote 
the teaching of  Philosophy in professional institu-
tions in the country. It is worth mentioning that by 
the formation IITs, Philosophy has been a compo-
nent subjects under the Department of  Humanity and 
Social Sciences. In line with this tune ICPR initiating a 
promotional scheme to grant few leading Professional 
Institute in our country to start a course in Philosophy. 
Under this scheme this year four Institutions have 
been selected for the grant of  total Rs 6.0 lakhs for 
three years. 

�. National Law University, Bengaluru,

Promotion of Teaching of Philosophy in  
Professional Institutions in the Country

2. Shastra University, Tanjavur
�. GITAM University, Vishakhapatnam,
�. LNMIIT, Jaipur

Out of  total grants (Rs. 6.00 lakhs) for the first year  
Rs. �.00 lakhs will be released and Rs. 2.00 lakhs and 
Rs. �.00 lakh will be released for second and third year 
respectively. While releasing the grant it was intended 
that a matching grant will be compensated in the 
second and the third year and for future by the respec-
tive institutions to continue the scheme. ICPR wishes 
to institutionalize the programme if  found successful 
by the granted institution for further continuation of  
the Scheme. 

Professor G. Mishra delivering the  
Presidential Address at the Workshop

during the workshop were, Professor S. Revathy and 
Professor G. Mishra.  One of  the days was given to 
the participants for Library consultation and on the 
penultimate day a test was conducted for all the partic-
ipants.   It was found that out of  20 questions, almost 
all the participants scored maximum marks, indicating 
that the workshop lectures were fully understood and 
grasped by them.

On �0th the Valedictory Session took place when Dr. 
Mercy Helen welcomed the dignitaries and the partici-
pants to the last session of  the workshop.  This session 
was chaired by Professor G. Mishra.  Again the Council 
had the privilege of  inviting Professor R.R. Verma, the 
Chief  Guest for this session.  The Valedictory remarks 
were given by Professor R. Balasubramanian.  Then 
the Chief  Guest gave made some significant contribu-
tion through her final remarks to the participants of  
the workshop.  Few of  the participants like, Professor 
Uma Chattopadhyaya, Dr. Mao, Dr. Sidhu Poudyal 
and Dr. Rajesh gave their positive feedback, which was 
a great source of  encouragement.  There was then the 
distribution of  the certificates to the participants by 
the Director of  the Workshop.  The Member Secre-
tary gave his address which was followed by a vote of  
thanks by Mrs. Sadhana Nagar.

Guest and Professor G. Mishra, the Chair person. 
Thereafter, Dr. Mercy Helen, Director (P&R) gave her 
welcome address.  The Keynote address was presented 
by Professor R. Balasubramanian, which was followed 
by Professor R.R. Verma giving an Inaugural Address.  
Soon after this, Professor G. Mishra delivered the 
Presidential Address which was followed by a vote of  
thanks by Mrs. Sadhna Nagar, Assistant Librarian.  

Everyday, the forenoon sessions were occupied by 
Professor Balasubramanian giving lectures followed by 
intense discussions.  The afternoon sessions had terse 
textual study by the participants.  The resource persons 



�6

International Conference on “The Global Crisis and  
Hegemonic Dilemmas” held at India International Centre, New Delhi 

The US President Barack Obama’s recent visit to New 
Delhi coincided with another significant event in the 
political and academic history of  the city, namely, the 
global meet of  world-renowned Leftist political and 
economic experts who participated in a two and a 
half  day conference on The Global Crisis and Hegemonic 
Dilemmas held at India International Centre on the 8th 
9th and �0th of  November, 20�0. This International 
Conference was collaboratively funded by the Indian 
Council of  Social Science Research, Indian Council 
of  Philosophical Research, Department of  Political 
Science of  Delhi University, Department of  Sociology 
of  New York University and the Popular Education 
and Action Centre, New Delhi.

On the first day of  the Conference November 8, 
20�0, the central theme for the opening session of  the 
conference was “The Global Crisis and Hegemonic 
Dilemmas”. Leo Pan Itch (Professor of  Political 
Science at York University, Toronto, Canada), Perry 
Anderson (Professor of  History and Sociology at 
the University of  California, Los Angeles, USA), and 
Vivek Chibber (Professor of  Sociology at New York 
University, New York, USA) participated as speakers 
while the session was chaired by Mani Shankar Aiyar 
(the former minister of  Panchayati Raj, GOI). 

On Day Two, November 9, 20�0, the morning 
session of  the conference revolved around the 

theme of  “Emerging Powers: Allies or Rivals?” 
The speakers were Boris Kagarlitsky (Director of  
Institute of  Globalization and Social Movements, 
Moscow, Russia), Chaohua Wang (Research Scholar in 
Chinese Studies at the University of  California, Los 
Angeles, USA) and Anand Swaroop Verma (Colum-
nist and Editor of  Samkaleen Tisri Duniya, New Delhi). 
Professor Javed Alam (Chairperson of  the Indian 
Council of  Social Science Research) was in the chair. 
The speakers analyzed the politico-economic scenario 
of  three emerging powers - Russia, China and India - 
to examine the probability and repercussions of  their 
future alliance or rivalry.

On Day Three, November �0, 20�0,  the theme for 
the concluding session of  the last day of  the confer-
ence was “Towards a Socialist Alternative: Reorienting 
the Left”. The speakers were Michael Lowy (Emeritus 
Research Director in Social Sciences at the National 
Centre of  Scientific Research, Paris, France) and Achin 
Vanaik (Professor of  International Relations and 
Global Politics at Delhi University, Delhi). The chair 
was Kamal Mitra Chenoy (Professor at the school of  
International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
New Delhi). The speakers evaluated the strengths and 
weaknesses of  the Leftist political strategy in Latin 
America, Europe and India with a view to carve out 
the desirable future course of  action.

“Human Rights and Social Justice” held at Utkal University, Orissa
The ICPR sponsored national seminar on “Human 
Rights and Social Justice” was held from 8th to �0th 
October, 20�0 in the M.K.C.G. auditorium, Utkal 
University. The academic event was organized under 
the directorship of  Prof. Aditya Kumar Mohanty, 

Head. of  the Dept. & Coordinator, CAS in Philos-
ophy, Utkal University. The seminar was inaugurated at 
�0 a.m. with Prof. P.K. Mohapatra, Retd. Professor of  
Philosophy, Utkal University in the chair. Prof. Rajendra 
Prasad, Retd. Professor of  IIT, Kanpur, delivered the 

icPr FUnDeD international SeminarS  
anD conFerenceS

icPr national SeminarS/conFerenceS  
in DiFFerent PartS oF the coUntry
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key-note address and Prof. Hrudananda Ray, eminent 
philosopher and educationist graced the occasion as 
the Chief  Guest. The seminar was attended by eminent 
scholars from different universities across the country.
The presence of  other participants like Prof. B. Kar, 
Retd. Prof. of  Utkal University, Prof. R.C. Pradhan of  
University of  Hyderabad, Prof. Ashok Vohra of  Delhi 
University, Prof. G. Mishra, Member Secretary of  
ICPR, Prof. Y.V. Satyanarayana of  Andhra University, 
Prof.(Mrs.) M. Ghosh of  North Bengal University and 
Prof. G. Vedaparayana, Retd. Prof. of  S.V. University, 
Tirupati made significant difference to the academic 
ambience in the seminar. The seminar was one of  its 
kind both in terms of  large number of  participants 
and the high quality of  deliberations that ensued. 

The inaugural session was followed by first academic 
session in which Prof. R.C. Pradhan presented his 
paper on “Understanding Social Justice: Can Institu-
tions and People Meet?” The session was chaired by 
Prof. B. Kar. In the second academic session Prof. 
P.C. Mishra of  P.G. Dept. of  Law, Utkal University 
presented a paper on “Distributive Justice” under 
the chairmanship of  Prof. G. Mishra. The third and 
the last academic session of  the day was chaired by 
Prof. T. Patnaik, Retd. Professor of  Philosophy, Utkal 
University in which Prof. Netrananda MalIa, Retd. 
Prof. of  Philosophy, NEHU presented a paper enti-
tled “Human Rights, Social Justice and Morality”. 
The academic sessions of  the day were followed by a 
cultural programme at 6.�0 p.m.. The artists of  RAWA 
Academy performed Odishi and folk dances which 
was witnessed and enjoyed by more than 2�0 people. 

The second day’s programme on 9th October 20�0 
started with the fourth academic session at 9.�� a.m. 
in which Prof. Asha Mukherjee acted as the chair-
person. In this session the paper entitled “Dharma 
and Dandaniti (Punishment): Mirror of  Justice and 
Rights” was presented by Prof. Ashok Vohra. The 
fifth academic session was conducted with Professor 
G. Vedaparayana in the chair in which Prof. G. Mishra 
delivered the lecture on “Quality of  Living and Living 
with Dignity”. It was followed by the sixth academic 
session in which Prof. Y.V. Satyanarayana was the 

speaker under the chairmanship of  Prof. Ashok 
Vohra. The paper was on “Preferential Treatment or 
Reverse Discrimination: A Justifiable Means for Social 
Justice”. After the lunch break, the seventh academic 
session started at 2.�� p.m. with Prof. Jayanti Jagdeb, 
Retd. Professor of  Philosophy, Utkal University in 
the chair. Dr. Gopal Sahu, Reader in Philosophy, Alla-
habad University presented the paper on the topic 
“Women’s Right and Men’s Duty: A Critique of  Femi-
nism” in this session. The eighth academic session 
which was the last session of  the day, was chaired by 
Prof. A.K. Mohanty, Head of  the Dept. of  Philosophy, 
Utkal University and the Director of  the seminar. In 
this session Dr. Aparajita Mukhopadhyaya, Reader in 
Philosophy, Jadavpur University presented her paper 
on “The Concept of  Human Right as embedded in 
Buddhist Philosophy”. 

The closing ceremony of  the seminar together with 
the remaining sessions was on �0th October 20�0 
and it started at 9.�� a.m. with Prof. R.C. Pradhan in 
the chair and Prof. P.K. Mohapatra as the speaker. He 
presented the paper entitled “Human Rights: What 
and Why?” in this ninth academic session. In the tenth 
academic session Prof. G.P. Das, Retd. Professor of  
Philosophy, Utkal University presented the paper on 
“Rights, Justice and Good Life: A Conceptual Study 
“. This session was chaired by Prof. Manjulika Ghosh. 
After the tea break, the eleventh academic session 
proceeded under the chairmanship of  Prof. Y.V. Saty-
anarayana and the paper entitled “Two Paradigms of  
Social Justice” was presented by Prof. S.K. Mohanty, 
Retd. Professor of  Philosophy, Utkal University. After 
the lunch break, the twelfth academic session began at 
2.00 p.m. in which Prof. Jagannath Dash, Professor of  
Anthropology delivered a lecture on “Rights of  Tribal 
Populace”. The session was presided over by Prof. N. 
Malla, Retd. Professor of  Philosophy, North Eastern 
Hill University. 

In the Valedictory function the delegates of  the 
seminar expressed their views regarding the deliber-
ations of  the seminar. The Director of  the seminar 
extended heartiest thanks to all the delegates for their 
meaningful participation which highly enriched the 
academic deliberations during the seminar.
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Discussants during the seminar

“Tradition and Innovation: Socio-Religious Perspective”  
at Carmel Vidya Niketan College, Pakhal, Faridabad, Haryana

A National Seminar on “Tradition and Innovation: 
Socio-Religious Perspective” was held at Carmel 
Vidya Niketan College, Pakhal, Faridabad, Haryana 
on 2�th October 20�0.  There was one lead paper and 
two panel discussions. In the lead paper that oriented 
the presentations and the discussion on the theme, 
Dr. Johnson dwelt on the key aspects of  Tradition and 
Innovation saying that they are not opposed to the 
point of  conflicting with each other; they can be seen 
as complementary. Dr. Keith D’Souza from St. Pius 
College, Mumbai, Henry Bright from Morning Star 
College, Kolkata, Dr. Thomas Padiyath from Kunnoth, 
Kerala, presented their papers. In the evening after the 
whole day paper presentation sessions with discussions 
on each individual papers at length, the seminar partic-
ipants gathered for the panel discussion on “Indian 
‘Masters of  Suspicion’ ,” chaired by Dr. Pushparajan 
from Bangalore. The sub-theme of  the seminar as 
socio-religious perspective emerged well in the three 
presentations on reformists and revolutionary activist 
leaders who questioned the traditionally held religious 
beliefs and social customs. Dr. Sebastian Alackappally 

from Bangalore made a power point presentation on 
Ambedkar. In the second presentation on Periyar, Dr. 
James Chellappa spoke of  the impact of  Periyar in 
India, especially in the South.  

At the end of  all the deliberations and discussions, the 
participants took the pledge to commit themselves 
to the cause of  preserving the cherished aspects of  
the tradition and making it alive and innovative in the 
changing times. 

“Jainas’ Contribution to ‘Non-Jaina Philosophy from Jaina Sources” 
held at L.D. Institute of Indology, Ahmedabad

L.D. Institute of  Indology,  Ahmedabad organized a 
National Seminar on “Jainas’ Contribution to Non-
Jaina Philosophy from Jaina Sources” from �0th  to ��st  
October 20�0 with the financial assistance of  Indian 
Council Of  Philosophical Research, New Delhi. The 
seminar provided an opportunity to re-visit the Jaina, 
Bauddha and Brahminical traditions and the dialogues 
among them. Dr. Godabarisha Mishra, Member Secre-
tary, ICPR rightly said in his key-note address: “The 
seminar theme captures the rarest moments of  Indian 
mind, intellectual and illuminating insights of  Jaina 
thinkers in particular.” Jainologist Shree Sagarmalji 
Jain categorically asserted that catholicity and critical 

insight are the benchmarks of  Jaina Philosophy. Dr. 
Madhusudan Baxi in his brilliant paper on Gunaratna 
Suri’s Tarkarahasya Dipika raised the problematic 
of  Indian Philosophy. In Indian Philosophy meta-
physical divergence can easily coexist with a certain 
type of  broad ethical consensus, yet system-specific 
versus system-neutral substantial ontological truths 
would still remain an unsolved issue. Every system-
affiliated thinker claims the truth for his system. How 
can anyone claim that a particular sarvajna knows 
the truth and is the author of  the relevant scriptures 
and there are similar sarvajnas in other systems? In 
all, 22 scholars from all over the country and �6 local 
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scholars participated in the seminar.  Papers were read 
on Prabhachandra, Siddhasena Divakara, Haribhadra 
Suri, Hemachandracharya and Gunaratna Suri, Papers 
on Pandit Sukhlalji, Dr. Naginbhai and their contri-
bution to non-Jaina philosophy were also presented. 
The subject of  the seminar was the first of  its kind 

and further exploration is needed in the area. Partici-
pants whole-heartedly congratulated Indian Council 
of  Philosophical Research and L. D. Institute Of  
Indology for their unique venture. More such semi-
nars are needed to make further studies in this and 
other similar unexplored areas.

‘Remembering the Pundits of Eastern India’ 
at the Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture, Kolkata

A National Seminar on ‘Remembering the Pundits of  
Eastern India’ was jointly organized by the Ramak-
rishna Mission Institute and the Indian Council 
for Philosophical Research (ICPR), New Delhi on 
�2, �� & �� November 20�0. The objective of  the 
Seminar was envisaged as including a discussion of  
Eastern India’s contribution to philosophy in general 
including the contribution to the debates and discus-
sions of  philosophies of  other cultures. In response 
to the invitation by the Institute, a good number of  
brilliant scholars and pundits who are conversant 
with such subjects participated in the Seminar and 
presented their papers. The Seminar was inaugurated 
on �2 November 20�0 at �.�0 p.m. in the Vivekananda 
Hall of  the Institute. After the Vedic Chanting by the 
monks and brahmacharins of  the Institute, Swami 
Sarvabhutananda, Secretary of  the Institute, gave the 
Welcome Address. Swami Tatlwavidananda, Principal, 
Ramakrishna Math Vivekananda Veda Vidyalaya, 
Belur Math, delivered the Inaugural Address. Prof. P. 
K. Mukhopadhyay, presently a National Fellow, of  the 

Indian Council of  Philosophical Research, New Delhi, 
gave the Key Note Address. Prof. Minati Kar, formerly 
Professor of  Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit, Visva Bharati 
University, presented an updating of  the extant Survey 
of  the Scholars and their works in a lucid manner. 
Prof. Godabarisha Misra, Member Secretary, Indian 
Council of  Philosophical Research New Delhi deliv-
ered the Presidential Address. The Vote of  Thanks 
was proposed by Prof. Nirmalya Narayan Chakraborty, 
Reader, Department of  Philosophy, Rabindra Bharati 
University. 

The Academic Sessions began next day i.e. on ��th 
and continued till ��th evening. There were Seven 
Academic Sessions in all apart from the Pandit Parishad 
held on �� November. Each Session was coordinated 
by an eminent scholar. Scholars and students of  
various colleges and Universities participated as Guest 
Observers who also engaged themselves actively in 
the discussions that followed the presentations by the 
scholars. 

‘Philosophical Perspectives on Multiculturalism and Pluralism’  
held at Gorakhpur University, Gorakhpur, U.P.

The Inaugural Session of  this National Seminar began 
on Nov. 2�, 20�0 at ��-00 am in the Samwad Bhawan 
of  DDU, Gorakhpur University, Gorakhpur. The 
Inaugural Session was presided over by Prof. Sabhajit 
Mishra, Former Head, Dept. of  Philosophy, Gora-
khpur University. Prof. M.M. Trivedi, Former Head, 
Philosophy Department and Dean Faculty of  Arts, 
Gorakhpur University welcomed the guests, partici-
pants, local and out-station visitors from different 

Universities and parts of  the Country. Prof. R. L. 
Singh, Philosophy Dept., Allahabad University, deliv-
ered the Inaugural Address. Prof. S. P. Dubey, former 
Head, Dept. of  Philosophy, Jabalpur University, 
Jabalpur (M.P.) delivered the Key-Note Address. As 
Chief  Guest, Sri Ganesh Shankar Pandey Chairman, 
U.P. Legislative Council explained the meaning, nature 
and characteristics of  Indian culture and its interrela-
tionship with other religions and cultures. Prof. D.N. 
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Tripathi, Retired Professor and Head, Ancient History 
Dept., Gorakhpur University and Former Chairman, 
Indian Council of  Historical Research, New Delhi, 
delivered his address as guest of  honour and threw 
light on the theme of  the seminar. In the end, Prof. 
C.P. Srivastav, Dept. of  Philosophy, Gorakhpur 
University, proposed a vote of  thanks. During three 
days of  the National Seminar, Technical Sessions were 
held besides the Inaugural and Valedictory Sessions. 
All the sessions came to an end with Prof. D. N. Yadav, 
Director of  the Seminar, proposing a vote of  thanks 
to all the participants and resource persons. Dignitaries on the Dais

“Social Concerns in Indian Philosophy”  
at Cotton College, Guwahati

A National Seminar was organized by the Dept. of  
Philosophy, Cotton College, Guwahati on “Social 
Concerns in Indian Philosophy” from 29th November 
to �st December, 20�0. The inaugural session was 
presided over by Prof. (Dr) Shyam Kishor Singh, 
former Head of  Philosophy, Manipur University. The 
inaugural address was given by Prof. Dilip Kumar 
Chakravarty. He pointed out that the Vedanta system 
contains a world -affirming Philosophy. Dr. S.K. Singh 
in his speech pointed out that Indian Philosophy has a 
holistic approach. The concept of  karma, he pointed 
out, is to be studied in the context of  this holistic 
approach. 

The meeting was very well attended. The beautiful 
inaugural song was presented by the students of  the 
Dept. of  Philosophy of  Cotton College. 

From 29-��-20�0 to �-�2-20�0 there were eight 
academic sessions in which more than thirty papers 
were presented. The Valedictory function was held on 

�st December which was presided over by Dr. Geeta 
Goswami, Head of  the Department of  Philosophy, 
Cotton College. Dr. Dayananda Pathak, Principal, 
Pragjyotish College was the chief  guest. Dr. Jagadish 
Patgiri, the Director of  the seminar, in his speech 
thanked the ICPR, the philosophical community of  
the city, the students, the college authorities and all 
well wishers for their help and co-operation. 

The seminar in progress

“Swami Vivekananda on Universal Religion and its relevance  
to World Peace” held at Govt. College, (Auto) Angul, Odisha

The two day ICPR sponsored National seminar on 
“Swami Vivekananda on Universal Religion and 
its Relevance to World Peace” was inaugurated on  

�� December 20�0 at �0-�0 AM in the conference 
hall of  Govt. College (Auto) Angul.  Srimad Swami 
Samarpananandaji Maharaj of  Swami Vivekananda 
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University, Belur, Kolkata inaugurated the seminar 
by lighting the lamp and garlanding the portrait of  
Swami. Vivekananda while Professor S.K Mohanty 
was in the chair.  The Director of  the seminar Basant 
Kumar Dash gave the introductory remarks about 
the seminar. Swami Samarpananandaji delivered the 
inaugural address in which he pointed out that Swami 
Vivekananda was the one who highlighted the concept 
of  practical Vendanta. Prof. A.K. .Mohanty, Head, 
Dept. of  Philosophy, Utkal University, was the Guest 
of  Honour. In his speech he talked about the present 
crisis in human civilization. Prof  Jayanti Jagadev deliv-
ered the Keynote Address in which she highlighted the 
concept of  secularism. After the inaugural session, the 
first academic session was held under the chairman-
ship of  Prof. B. Kar. Dr. Tapan Dey of  Vidyasagar 
University, West Bengal, presented a paper entitled 
“Vivekananda on Practical Vendanta”. The second 
academic session was held with Prof. Tandra Patnaik 
in the chair. Two papers were presented; one by Harish 
Sahoo entitled “Swami Vivekananda on Universal 
Religion” and the other by Dr. Laxman Behera enti-
tled “World Peace through Universal Religion is. an 
Impossibility”. The presentations .of  the papers were 
followed by very lively discussions and the remarks 
by the chair. The third academic session was chaired 

A view of  the Inaugural Function

by Prof. Netrananda Malla. Prof. Ganesh. Prasad Das 
presented a paper entitled “The Nature and the Need 
of  a Universal Religion: Swami Vivekananda’s Vision” 
and Dr. D.M. Praharaj presented a paper entitled 
“Universal Religion: Human Values”. 

During the course of  two days and in 6 academic 
sessions, �2 papers were presented and discussed 
excluding the key note address. This created an active 
academic environment for the students and teachers 
of  Philosophy and the students and teachers of  other 
sister disciplines belonging not only to Govt College 
(Auto), Angul but also the adjoining Colleges of  Angul 
district, from which a good number of  students and 
teachers had joined as participants. 

Department of Philosophy, University of Pune, Pune

The Department organized a two day seminar by Prof. 
Anand Paranjpe on Indian Psychology in the Depart-
ment and Centre for Advanced Study in Sanskrit of  
Pune University. 

The response of  the seminar was very good. About �0 
participants attended and participated in the two day 
seminar. Professors, researchers and students from the 
disciplines like Philosophy, Psychology and Sanskrit 
were the major participants.

The Audience at the Lecture Programme
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66th Research Project Committee approved the grants for the following  
Seminars/Conferences/Workshops/Refresher Courses

S. No. Name of  Proposer Title of  the Seminar Budget Estimate/
Required

�. Dr. Ram Chandra Majhi 
Assam University, Silchar

National Seminar on the Limits of  the 
Thought and Beyond  
May 2-� 20��

Rs. �.00 Lakhs 
(NER)

2. Dr. Sanusri Bhattacharya 
Mahavidyapith, Bankura

National Seminar on Prama,  
Pramana in Indian Philosophy 
�6–�� July 20��

Rs. 0.�0 Lakhs

�. Dr. Bijaya Krishna 
Baripada, Orissa

National Seminar on Social Justice and 
Violation of  Women’s Rights (India) 
�-8 September 20��

Rs. 0.�0 Lakhs

�. Professor Mohini MulIick 
New Delhi

Workshop on Rendering of  the  
Categories of  Indian Thought in the 
English Language Perspectives 
October 20��

Rs. 2.�0 Lakhs

�. Professor M.A.Lakshmitathachar 
Mysore

Seminar on Concept of  Shakti According 
to the Different Systems of  Indian  
Philosophy and Science

Rs. 0.�� Lakhs

6. Dr. D.C. Shrivastava 
Kanpur

Culture of  Religion and Trans-cultural 
Religion

Rs. �.�0 Lakhs

�. Dr. Veena Kumari 
Patna (Bihar)

Moral Crisis in Contemporary  
Indian Politics 
�2-�� August, 20��

Rs. �.�0 Lakhs

8. Dr. Prakash Chandra Sahoo 
Cuttack (Odisha)

Practical Ethics : Vision and Values  
for the Professional 
�� – �6 July 20��

Rs. �.�0 Lakhs

9. Professor N K Ambastha 
Dhanbad (Jharkhand)

National Integeration: 
Old and New Bearings 
�-� June, 20��

Rs. �.�0 Lakhs

�0. Professor Priyavrat Shukla 
Rani Durgavati University 
Jabalpur

Workshop on Contemporary  
Indian Philosophy 
June, 20��

Rs. 2.�0 Lakhs

��. Dr. Chintamani Malviya 
Vikram University, Ujjain

Society and Nation Making Morality 
September, 20��

Rs. 2.00 Lakhs

�2. Professor J P N Mishra 
Jain Vishwabharati University, 
Ladnun

Promotion of  Para psychological Abilities 
and Consciousness through meditation 
22 -2� September, 20��

Rs. 2.�0 Lakhs

��. Professor R.P. Singh 
JNU New Delhi

International Vedanta Congress 
Dec 28-��, 20��

Rs. 2.�0 Lakhs

��. Professor R.B. Tripathi 
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, 
New Delhi

��th World Sanskrit Conference 
January �-�0, 20�2

Rs. 2.�0 Lakhs

��. Professor S.Prasad, 
GITAM University, 
Vishakhapatnam

Spiritual Aspects of  Mahatma Gandhi : 
Philosophy and Practices 
2-� Oct 20��

Rs. 2.�0 Lakhs
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�6. ICPR to organize a National Seminar on “The 
Philosophical Exposition of  Professor T.M.P. 
Mahadevan” at Madras University, Chennai, 
Rs.�.�0 lakhs. Professors R. Balasubrama-
aiam, R. Gopalakrishnan, the retd Head of  the 
Department of  Philosophy, Madras University, 
and Prof. G. Mishra will be the coordinators of  
the Seminar. 

��. ICPR to organize a National seminar on “Contri-
butions of  Professor K.S. Murty” .at Andhra 
University, Visakhapatnam for which Rs. �.00 
lakhs are sanctioned. Professor Ashok Vohra, 
Professor V. Satyanarayana and Professor K.R.. 
Rajani will be the co-ordinators. 

�8. ICPR in. collaboration with Ramkrishna Mission, 
lnstitute of  Culture, Kolkata, to organize an 
International Seminar on “Cultural Unity of  
India: Past Present and Future for which Rs.�.00  
lakhs sanctioned to the Institute, Professor P.K. 
Mukhopadhyay will be the coordinator. 

�9. The request for additional grant of  Rs.2 lakhs for 
the workshop on Trika Philosophy at Academic 
Centre, Lucknow was considered. 

20. Two Refresher Courses in Lucknow and 
Bhubaneswar for which Rs.�.00  lakhs each was 
sanctioned.

Grants for Projects
Projects were approved along with amounts sanctioned and the duration of  the projects mentioned against each 
below:

S.No Name of  Applicant Project Title Amount Sanctioned

�. Dr. Divya Sharma 
Maharaja Sayajirao University 
of  Baroda 
Baroda – �90002 
Gujarat

Forgiveness (Kshama) as a theme 
in Indian Psychology of  Values

Rs. 2.00 Lakhs sanctioned for  
two years

2. Prof. M.A. Lakshmithathachar 
President 
Samskriti Foundation 
Mysore – ��000�

Preparation of  History of  
Philosophy of  Visistadwaita

Rs. �.00 Lakhs sanctioned for  
two years  

�. Mr. Batskhem Mawlein 
Assistant Professor 
Union Christian College 
Shillong – �9��22

Rethinking Understanding, Tribal 
and Dialogue in Gadamer’s 
Fusion of  Horizons

Rs. �.00 Lakh sanctioned for  
one year

�. Professor C. Upendra 
Indian Istitute of  Technology 
Indore 
Indore – ��20��

Explaining the Moral Compass : 
Away from the Dead End

Rs. �.00 Lakh sanctioned for  
one year

�. Prof. Pradip Jyoti Singh 
Tezpur University

Philosophy in Performance : 
A study of  Bhakti Expressive 
Forms in Assam

Rs. �.00 Lakhs sanctioned for a 
total period of  � years
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6. Mr. Avinash Pandey 
University of  Mumbai 
Santacruz (E) 
Mumbai – �00098

Orality in the Structuralist 
Philosophy of  Language

Rs. �.�0 Lakhs sanctioned for  
two years 

�. Dr.(Mrs) Akoijam Thoibisana 
Assistant Professor 
Dept of  Philosophy 
Gauhati University 
Assam – �8�0��

Phenomenology of  Multicultur-
alism with special reference to 
North East India

Rs. �.00 Lakh sanctioned for  
two years 

8. Professor Sangeeta Menon 
NIAS 
Bangalore

An International Programme on 
Consciousness studies

Rs. �.00 Lakhs sanctioned for  
one year

S.No. Departments

� Department of  Philosophy 
Dr. Hari Singh Gour Central University, 
Sagar – ��00�, M.P.

2 Department of  Philosophy and Religion 
Banaras Hindu University,  
Varanasi – 22�00�, U.P.

� Department of  Cultural Studies 
Tezpur University, 
Napam, Tezpur – �8�028, Assam

� Department of  Philosophy 
Gauhati University 
Guwahati – �8�0��, Assam

� Department of  Philosophy 
University of  North Bengal 
Darjeeling, West Bengal - �����0

6 Mathabhanga College,  
Dist. Cooch Behar – ��6��6, WB

� Principal,  
Post Graduate Govt College 
Sector �6, Chandigarh – �600��

8 Department of  Philosophy 
Sree Sankaracharya University of  
Sanskrit, Kalady – 68����, Kerala 

S.No. Departments

9 Sanatan Dharma College,  
Ambala Cant - ���00�

�0 P.G. Department of  Philosophy 
Ravenshaw University 
Cuttack - ���00� 
Odisha 

�� Department of  Applied Philosophy 
M.J.P. Rohilkhand University, 
Bareilly – 2��006  
U.P.

�2 Kaivalyadhama, 
SMYM Samiti 
Kuvalayananda Marg, 
Lonavla – ��0�0� 
Maharashtra

�� Swami Ramananda Teerth Marathwada 
Univesity, Nanded – ���606 
Maharashtra

�� Union Christian College, 
Ri Bhoi -�9�00�, Meghalaya

�� Jadavpur University 
Jadavpur – �000�2, WB

Book Grants 
ICPR has initiated a new scheme of  Book Grants under 
which ICPR publications will be given to respective 
applicants / Philosophy Departments/University/

Institutions etc. This year �� Institutions had been 
recommended for the Book Grants under this scheme 
given as below:
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S.No. Departments

�6 Bankura Zilla Saradamani Mahila 
Mahavidyapitha 
Nutanchati, Bankura – �22�0�, WB

�� Asutosh College 
92, SP Mukherjee Road 
Kolkata – �00026

�8 Director 
School of  Philosophy and Culture 
Mata Vashno Devi University 
Katra – �82�20J&K

�9 Department of  Philosophy 
Faculty of  Arts 
M.S. University of  Baroda 
Vadodara – �9002, Gujarat

20 Department of  Philosophy 
Govt College for Women 
Thirunananthapuram,  
Kerala – 69�0��

2� Department of  Philosophy 
University of  Pune,  
Pune – ���00�

22 Department of  Philosophy & Centre 
for Philosophical Research, 
Madura College 
Madurai -62�0��, Tamilnadu

2� Choudwar College, Choudwar, 
Cuttack – ���0��, Odisha

2� Jnana-Deepa Vidyapeeth 
Ramwadi, Nagar Road 
Pune – ���0��

2� Department of  Philosophy, 
Ramkrishna Mahavidyalaya, 
Kailashahaar, North Tripura – �992��

26 Tripura University 
Gandhighat, Agartala – �9900�

2� Patkai Christian College 
Chumukedima – Seithekema 
BPO Patkai – �9��0� 
Dimarpur Nagaland

28 P.G.G.C.G. -��  
Chandigarh

S.No. Departments

29 Cachar College, 
Trunk Road,  Silchar - �8800�,  
Assam

�0 Department of  Philosophy, 
D.M. College of  Arts 
Imphal – �9�00�, Manipur

�� GITAM Institute of  Management,  
GITAM University 
Visakhapatnam,  A.P.

�2 Yoga Depatment, 
Barkatullah University,  
Bhopal – �62026, M.P.

�� Sohan Lal Dav College of  Education 
Ambala City – ���00� 
Haryana

�� Department of  Philosophy 
Ambedkar College, 
Fatikroy- �99290

�� North Tripura 
Annamalai University 
Annamalai Nagar – 608002

�6 Department of  Philosophy 
The University of  Burdwan, Golapbag, 
Burdwan - ����0�

�� Pratap Centre of  Philosophy Amalner 
Near Pratap College, Manmad Road, 
Amalner – �2��0�

�8 Patanjali University 
Patanjali Yogpeeth, 
Delhi Haridwar Highway Near 
Bahadrabad -2�9�02 
Haridwar, Uk

�9 Department of  Philosophy 
University of  Hyderabad 
Hyderabad – �000�6 
A.P.

�0 Kamala Nehru College 
August Kranti Marg,  
New Delhi - ��00�9

�� Department of  Philosophy, 
Nayagarh Autonomous College 
Nayagarh��202�
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PerioDical lectUreS

Ewing Christian College, Allahabad, U.P.  

Philosophy Department, Ewing Christian College 
has organized two periodical lectures under I.C.P.R.  
scheme on ‘Contemporary Relevance of  Spirituality 
and Science’ and ‘A Comparative Appraisal of  Shankar 
and Kant’ on 2�th February, 20��. The first lecture was 
delivered by Professor D. N. Dwivedi of  Philosophy 
Department, University of  Allahabad and  the second 
one by Prof. R. L. Singh, Department of  Philosophy, 

Allahabad University. The welcome speech was given 
by Dr .S .B. Singh, Associate Professor and Head, 
Philosophy Department of  Ewing Christian College 
and the vote of  thanks by Dr. S.K .Shukla, Associate 
Professor in the same Department .These Periodical 
lectures were well attended by the students ,the Prin-
cipal of  the college and some faculty members.

Navayuga Women P.G. College, Lucknow, U.P. 
A periodical lecture programme was organized by the 
Department of  Philosophy, Navayuga Women P.G. 
College, Lucknow on �st March 20��. The lecture 
was delivered by Prof. Roop Rekha Verma, Former 
Vice-Chancellor, Lucknow University & Prof. Balraj 
Chauhan, Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia 
National Law University on “Gender Discrimination” 
and “Judicial Activism & Morality” respectively at the 
college auditorium which was attended by a very large 
number of  participants (approximately 2�0) including 
the Principal, other faculty members, faculty members 
from Lucknow university & from other institutions 
and non teaching staff  & students of  the college. The 
audience was very much enthusiastic in participating 

in the lectures and enjoyed to their full satisfaction. 
All their queries on the subject matter were replied by 
Prof. Verma and Prof. Chauhan. 

Professor Roop Rekha Verma delivering the lecture

Govt College (Autonomous), Angul, Odisha 
A Periodical lecture on “Practical Ethics” was orga-
nized by Sri B.K. Dash, Head, Dept. of  Philosophy 
and was held on 9th March 20�� in the conference 
hall of  Govt. College, Angul. The lecture (seminar) 
was inaugurated by Prof. G.P. Das  by lighting the 
lamp and was chaired by Dr. S.D. Dash, the Principal 
l/C of  the College. Prof. G.P. Das and Prof. Smt. 
Jayanti Jagadev were the speakers on the occasion. 
The Seminar came to life with invocation song by the 
students of  the department followed by introductory 
remarks by Sri B.K. Dash, Head, Dept. of  Philosophy The dignitaries on the dais
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and welcome address by the Principal I/C of  the 
college. Prof  G.P. Das delivered his lecturers on prac-
tical ethics. Prof. Jayanti Jagadev delivered her lecture 
on a specific aspect of  practical ethics. The title of  
her paper was “Physician-Patient relationship”. The 
lecture was attended by all students of  the department 

Salipur College, Salipur, Odisha 

The periodical lecture on “Liberation in Indian Philos-
ophy” was held in the seminar room of  the Dept. of  
Philosophy, Salipur College, Salipur on �2th March 

Periodical Lecture program at Salipur College

20��. Prof. Debendra Kumar Rout, Principal of  
Salipur College was the Chairperson. Prof. Ganesh 
Prasad Das, formerly Professor of  Philosophy, Utkal 
University was the resource person. At the outset, 
Dr. (Capt.) Madan Mohan Das, coordinator of  the 
lecture, introduced the resource person and the topic 
to the august gathering. Prof. Ganesh Prasad Das in 
his speech highlighted the notion of  ‘Liberation’ as 
conceived by different Indian thinkers like Carvakas, 
Buddhists, Jainas, Samkhyans, Nyaya-vaisesikas, 
Mimamsakas, Advaita Vedantins, Caitanya and Vais-
nava philosophers. Lastly, he concluded that liberation 
is renunciation in action, but not renunciation of  action. 
After the lecture, Mrs Manisha Tripathy, lecturer of  
the Dept. extended a vote of  thanks to all.

Sree Narayana College, Kollam, Kerala

The Department of  Philosophy, Sree Narayana 
College, Kollam conducted an ICPR sponsored 
Lecture on “Relevance of  Philosophy in the Modern 
World” on �0th March, 20��. Dr. M. Viswanathan, 
Principal of  the College inaugurated the session. Dr. 
G. Padmakumar, Head, Department of  Philosophy 
and Associate Professor of  Philosophy, Government 
College for  Women was the resource person. 

The session started at �0.00 a.m. After the inaugura-
tion, Dr. G. Padmakumar delivered his lecture on the 
topic “Relevance of  Philosophy in the Modern World”.
The lecture was really informative and interesting. 
Teachers and students from other departments of  this 
college and students and teachers of  the Department 

A view of  the program

and teachers from peripheral colleges and also by 
most of  the teaching members of  the college itself. A 
fruitful discussion was followed by the lectures. Every-
body enjoyed the seminar. At the end a formal vote 
of  thanks was offered by the Seminar Secretary, Miss 
Subhini Dehury. 

of  Philosophy attended the session. About ��6 partic-
ipants were present.
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Government  Ranbir College, Sangrur 

The Department of  Philosophy organized a Period-
ical Lecture on the theme, Human Ethics and Social 
Responsibility on �� March 20��. Rtn. Amjad Ali was 
the Key Speaker. Dr. Tanuja Shrivastava, Director of  
BGIET, Sangrur presided over the function. Faculty 
members of  the college and students from the 
philosophy and other streams attended the lecture 
programme.

Professor Amjad Ali delivering the lecture

Deshbandhu College, Delhi University, Delhi 

A lecture was organized on “Relevance of  Philos-
ophy in Current Society” in Deshbandhu College, 
University of  Delhi, on 2�th March 20��. Prof. Vibha 
Chaturvedi, Department of  Philosophy, University of  
Delhi  as well as Prof. Aditya Kumar Mohanty, Head, 
Department of  Philosophy, Utkal University, Orissa 
delivered their lectures on the particular theme. Prof. 
Chaturvedi emphasized the conceptual aspects of  
Philosophy highlighting the acts of  philosophizing as 
well as philosophy in general, whereas Prof. Mohanty 

Govt. P.G. College, Mandsaur, M.P. 

A Periodical Lecture Programme was organized 
by Department of  Philosophy, Govt. P.G. College, 
Mandsaur on �� March 20��.  The programme was 
inaugurated by College Janbhagidari Committee Presi-
dent, Shri Himmat Singh. Principal Dr. R.K. Sohoni  
welcomed the speaker and all the participants of  
the lecture programme. Professor Ramjee Singh was 
invited to deliver the lecture and he spoke on Gandhian 
Philosophy and its application towards the solution 
of  modern social problems. The lecture prgramme 
was attended by students, teachers of  philosophy and 
many others.  

Professor Ramjee Singh being honoured

Professor Vibha Chaturvedi delivering her lecture
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D.M. College of Arts, Imphal, Manipur  
organized ICPR sponsored Periodical Lecture

The Philosophy Department of  D.M. College of  
Arts, Imphal, Manipur organized ICPR sponsored 
Periodical Lecture on the ��st March, 20�� at the 
college auditorium. The lecture was delivered by Dr. 
S. Shyamkishore Singh, Retd. Professor and Dean of  
Humanities, Manipur University on the topic “Culture: 
A Conceptual Study.” The programme was presided 
over by Dr. A. Nungshitombi Devi, Principal, D.M. 
College of  Arts, Imphal. (Manipur). The lecture was 
attended by a large number of  students, teachers and 
invitees. Professor S. Shyamkishore Singh delivering  

his lecture

Govt. Rajindra College, Bhatinda, Punjab 

Department of  Philosophy, Govt. Rajindra College, 
Bhatinda organized a lecture progranne on 2�th 
March 20��. The lecture was presented by Dr. Shivani 
Sharma Angiras, Assistant  Professor, Department  
of  Philosophy, Panjab University, Chandigarh. The 
topic was “Interpreting the Fundamentals of  Philos-
ophy of  Art”. Prizes were given to the students of  
Philosophy for scoring highest marks so as to increase 
the interest of  students in the subject. The progamme 
was actively attended by students and faculty 
members. The local media printed the reports of  the 
programme.

Prize awarded to a student

enlivened the audience with enormous illustrations 
from various fields of  life to help them in under-
standing Philosophy as a layperson.

The lecture session was attended by about ��-80 
teachers as well as more than ��0 students of  the 
College. The lecture was followed by a very interesting 
& well attended interactive session.

Finally, the organizer Dr Subasini Barik, In-charge 
of  Department of  Philosophy, Deshbandhu College 
conveyed her gratitude through the ritualistic vote 
of  thanks to all those (ICPR, the funding institu-
tion,  both the speakers, the Principal of  Deshbandhu 
College and the audience-- the teachers and students) 
who made this event  a grand success.
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Department of Humanities & Social Sciences,  
Indian Institute of Technology-Bombay, Mumbai

lIT Bombay, organized a talk on �th January 20�� 
by Prof. Anand C. Paranjpe, Professor Emeritus, 
Psychology and Humanities at Simon Fraser Univer-
sity in Canada. His more recent work is focused on the 
understanding of  psychological principles embedded 
in traditional Indian thought. The session began with 
introduction of  the speaker by Professor K. Narayanan, 
Professor of  Economics and Head, Department of  
Humanities & Social Sciences, lIT Bombay and it was 
chaired by Professor Meenakshi Gupta, Professor of  
Psychology. Prof. Paranjpe gave his research presenta-

tion on “Indian Psychology: What and Why?” in which 
issues like : the nature of  consciousness, personhood, 
cognition, emotion, and volition were pointed out.

In another presentation, Prof. Paranjpe talked about 
Lokmanya Tilak and Karma Yoga which was orga-
nized in the faculties of  Sailesh J. Meheta School of  
Management and H & S.S. IIT Bombay. A separate 
time for discussion and question-answer were the part 
of  the talk. Prof. Ashish Pandey, Sailesh J. Meheta 
School of  Management gave the vote of  thanks in this 
evening session. 

Centre for Philosophy, School of Social Sciences, JNU
Professor Anil Gupta, distinguished Professor of  
Philosophy, University of  Pittsburg, USA, delivered 
ICPR sponsored national Lecture on “Experience 
and Perceptual Judgment” on 26th Nov. 20�0 at ��:00 
a.m. in the Conference Room, Centre for Philosophy, 
School of  Social Sciences, JNU, New Delhi. The 
participants included faculty and the research scholars 
of  Centre for Philosophy, faculty from IIT Delhi, 
Department of  Philosophy, D.U., and some of  its 
affiliated colleges. 

icPr SPecial lectUre Programme

Professor Anil Gupta addressed the issues like: What 
accounts for the reasonableness of  perceptual judg-
ments, and what is the contribution of  experience 
to it? He critically considered the answers offered by 
Fred Dretske, Christopher Peacock, Wilfrid Sellars 
and others. He then offered a proposal of  his own. 
The proposal was built on ideas he had developed in 
his book, Empiricism and Experience. The presentation 
was followed by a well informed discussion.

Professor Anand C. Paranjpe, ICPR Visiting Professor (Overseas) for the  
year 2010-11 at Karnataka State Open University, Mysore

Two special lectures on Indian Psychology were orga-
nized in the Department of  Studies in Psychology, 
Karnataka State Open University, Manasagangotri, 
Mysore on ��th January, 20��. The lecture programme 
was inaugurated by the Vice-Chancellor Prof. K.S. 
Rangappa. The audience included the Master’s 
degree Psychology students of  Open University 
numbering ��0, Master’s degree Psychology students 
of  the University of  Mysore, Faculty members from 

Psychology, Philosophy, Sanskrit and other depart-
ments, Research Scholars of  Psychology Department 
and other invitees. 

The inauguration function was followed by the first 
lecture by Professor Anand, C. Paranjpe, Emeritus, 
Simon Fraser University, Canada on the theme “What 
and Why of  Indian Psychology”. The lecture went on 
from �2 p.m. to �.00 p.m. and was followed by lively 
question and answer session for about half  an hour. 
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The second lecture on the theme “Advaita as a theory 
of  personality” was delivered by Prof. Paranjpe from 
� to � p.m. and it was also followed by a question 
and answer session. Prof. Paranjpe highlighted the 

differences between modern psychology and Indian 
Psychology, by dwelling on the philosophical founda-
tions of  the two psychologies and elaborated on the 
need for conducting research on Indian Psychology. 
He emphasized that the two psychologies can comple-
ment each other. Since the Open University students 
study about Indian Psychology as part of  their course 
on Systems and Contemporary Trends in Psychology, 
the lecture topics were of  immediate relevance to them 
and they were immensely benefited by Prof. Paranjpe’s 
two lectures. The participants showed a lot of  interest 
in the two lectures and interacted with many questions 
put to the guest speaker. Subsequently reading mate-
rials related to Indian Psychology that included Prof. 
Paranjpe’s power point presentation was distributed 
among the participants. 

Prof. Anand C. Paranjpe at Andhra and Gitam Universities
A lecture programme of  Prof. Anand Paranjpe was 
organized at Gitam University from ��th to �8th  
January 20��.  Prof. Paranjpe delivered two lectures 
in Gitam University on “Indian Psychology :What 
and Why” and “Foundations of  Indian Psychology in 
the Upanishads” respectively. Prof. Anand Paranjpe 
also delivered two lectures at Andhra University from 
�9th to 20th  January, 20�� on the topics “A theory 
of  Personality According to the Advaita Vedanta” 
and “Subject-Object relations in Shankara’s Adyasa 
Bhashya”. Prof. K. Ramakrishna Rao, Chairman of  
ICPR graced as Chief  Guest for these lectures. Prof. 
S.R. Krishna, the Principal, Gitam  Institute of  Manage-
ment and Prof. S. Prasad were also present during the 
programme. Faculty, scholars and students of  Dept 
of  Philosophy, Andhra university as well as from 
Gitam University got benefited by the lecture and the 

Professor Paranjpe delivering his lecture

following debate. According to Prof. K.R.Rajani, who 
was the coordinator of  this lecture programme, the 
entire lecture programme got conducted in a decent 
manner.

Professor Max L. Velmans, ICPR Visiting Professor (Overseas) 
for the Year 2010-11 at University of Hyderabad 

Professor Max L. Velmans delivered his Lecture on 
“Reflexive Monism: How to Arrive at an Eastern Place 
From a Western Direction” on ��th February, 20�� 

at 2.�0 P.M. in the Seminar Hall of  the Department 
of  Philosophy, University of  Hyderabad. It was well 
attended by Faculty, Research Scholars and students 

Lighting of  the Lamp
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Prof. A.K. Chatterjee, ICPR Visiting Professor 2010, at  
Allahabad University

Professor A. K. Chatterjee had chosen to talk on 
“Laws of  Thought.” Prof. Tapan Kumar Chakraborty, 
Head, Department of  Philosophy, Kalyani Univer-
sity, Kalyani, West Bengal, presided over the Lecture 

Prof. Gauri Chattopadhyaya welcoming  
the speaker and the participants

Programme. Professor and Head, Dr. Gauri Chattopad-
hyaya, formally welcomed and introduced the speaker, 
Prof. Chatterjee and Prof. Tapan K. Chakraborty to a 
gathering of  about 60 participants that included the  
faculty members and students of  the department and 
from constituent colleges. Prof. Chatterjee started his 
lecture with the genesis of  the laws of  thought and 
traced its discussion to Stoic logicians. The lucid, logical 
and analytical lecture delivered by Prof. A. K. Chat-
terjee generated a lot of  queries, comments and debate 
among the participants. Prof. Tapan K. Chakraborty 
presented an elaborate comment on Prof. Chatterjee’s 
lecture. The Department expressed its hearty thanks 
to Indian Council of  Philosophical Research (ICPR), 
New Delhi for the generous funding which enabled 
the organizing of  this lecture programme.

not only of  the Department of  Philosophy, but also 
of  the other Departments of  the University. 

At the outset, Professor S.G. Kulkarni, Head of  the 
Department of  Philosophy, welcomed Professor 
Velmans. Then Professor R.C. Pradhan, co-ordinator 
of  the ICPR Lecture introduced the speaker to the 
audience. 

Professor Velmans made a power-point presentation 
of  his Lecture. He outlined the broad features of  his 
theory of  mind and consciousness called Reflexive 
Monism. In course of  his lecture, Professor Velmans 
made a comparison between his theory of  Reflexive 
Monism and the Vedantic theory of  consciousness, 
especially of  Sankara and Sri Aurobindo. Professor 
Velman’s lecture was followed by lively discussion. 
Many searching questions were raised by the Faculty 
and Research Students as to how reality can be both 
physical and psychological at the same time. Other 
similar queries were made regarding how the third-

Professor Max Velmans making  
a power-point presentation

person and the first-person perspectives can co-exist 
within the same framework.

A vote of  thanks was proposed by Professor Prajit 
K. Basu. He also thanked the ICPR for choosing 
the Department of  Philosophy of  the University 
of  Hyderabad for the Lecture and for providing the 
generous grant for arranging the Lecture. 
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worlD PhiloSoPhy Day

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, IIT, Kanpur
Department of  Humanities and Social Sciences, lIT 
Kanpur  organized the one day programme for cele-
bration of  World Philosophy Day. The programme was 
held on 9th November 20�0 on the topic “ How and 
where Navya-Nyaya techniques entered Vyakarana” 
and the speaker was Prof. Malhar Kulkarni, Depart-

ment of  HSS, lIT Bombay. Prof. Malhar Kulkarni while 
delivering his lecture spoke upon one of  the important  
features of  post ��th century Indian Philosophy and 
the influence of  Navya-Nyaya system on other schools 
of  thought. He stated Raghunatha and Gangesa, the 
two Navya-Nyaya philosophers brought about a revo-
lution in the field of  Nyaya which spread into other 
disciplines such as Mimamsa, Vedanta, Alankara and 
Vyakarana. 

This talk also addressed these issues with special focus 
on Vyakarana. It also highlighted the importance of  
this influence from the point of  view of  Computa-
tional Lingusitics. 

The entire academic staff  of  IIT Kanpur; Dept. of  
philosophy, Christ College, Kanpur; Department 
of  philosophy, DAV college, Kanpur attended the 
programme with approximately �0 scholars.Prof. Malhar Kulkarni, IIT Bombay delivering lecture 

at IIT Kanpur on the programme of  WPD celebration

Department of Cultural Studies, Tezpur University

The Department of  Cultural Studies, Tezpur Univer-
sity organized a special programme as a part of  World 
Philosophy Day to mark the birth anniversary of  
Socrates, the great philosopher, in association with 
Indian Council of  Philosophical Research, on the �9th 
of  November 20�0. Prof. Ranjit Kumar Dev Goswami, 
renowned scholar, critic and formerly Head of  the 
Department of  English, Gauhati University, delivered 
two lectures on the theme ‘Relevance of  the Socratic 
Method in Contemporary Indian Society: The Role of  
Teachers and Students’ . Attended by research scholars, 
students and faculties of  the School of  Humanities 
and Social Sciences of  Tezpur University, the meeting 
was chaired by Prof  S.K. Dutta, Dean, School of  
Humanities and Social Sciences. Welcoming the gath-
ering Prof  P.J. Mahanta, Head of  the Department of  
Cultural Studies, gave an outline of  the programme 

under the joint auspices of  the Indian Council of  Phil-
osophical Research and the Department. 

In his lectures, Professor Goswami dwelt on the spirit 
of  relentless questioning that was encouraged by 
Socrates more than two thousand years ago. Talking 
about the influence of  thinkers like Parmenides and 
Heraclitus on Socrates, Prof  Goswami threw light 
on the relevance of  Socrates in contemporary times, 
particularly the heterogeneous conditions prevailing in 
the country where the need of  the hour is openness 
to divergent views. Citing examples from the present 
educational system of  the country, Prof. Goswami 
highlighted the continuing relevance of  the Socratic 
ideals. 

The lectures were followed by an interactive session in 
which the faculty and the students actively participated. 
Dr Parasmoni Dutta, Assistant Professor, Department 
of  Cultural Studies, proposed the vote of  thanks. 
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Department of Philosophy, University of Allahabad, Allahabad 

The proposal put forth by the Department of  Philos-
ophy, University of  Allahabad, Allahabad to celebrate 
the “World Philosophy Day”, was among the few to be 
selected by Indian Council of  Philosophical Research 
(ICPR), New Delhi. The Department decided to 
observe the Day during November 2�-2�, 20�0. The 
reason to celebrate it for three days was to accom-
modate the pre-decided programme of  lectures to 
be delivered by Prof. P. K. Mukhopadhyay, Professor 
of  Philosophy, Ramakrishna Mission  Institute of   
Culture (RMIC), Kolkata and National Fellow ICPR, 
on November 2� and 2�, 20�0. This opportunity was 
used to club his lecture programme with World Philos-
ophy Day to make it a grand celebration by sponsoring 
one of  his lectures under the ICPR programme. “The 
Relevance of  Philosophy in the Modern World”, was 
the theme of  the Programme. Under this, different 
programmes such as invited talk  and different compe-

titions were organized. The function was inaugurated 
by Prof. N. R. Farooqi, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, 
University of  Allahabad, and was introduced by Prof. 
Gauri Chattopadhyaya, Head of  the Department. 

Prof. P. K. Mukhopadhyay spoke on “Science, 
Philosophy and Human Progress”. He talked about 
how philosophy had really played a very big role in 
preserving and disseminating cultural traits across the 
countries and ages. 

Academic competitions such as Essay-Writing, Slogan-
Writing, Debate and Quiz, were organized for the 
students. About �00 Students from the Department 
and constituent colleges participated in the competi-
tions. The topic for Essay-Writing Competition was, 
“Introducing Philosophy in School Curriculum: Prob-
lems and Prospects”. An objective-type Quiz, covering 
the basic aspects of  all branches of  Philosophy, both 
Indian and Western, was conducted. The prize winners 
were: Pooja Mishra, Kamal Pratap, Abhishek Kumar, 
Aditya Jain, Ankit Kumar and Rahul Ranjan. 

A valedictory function was organized to distribute 
the certificates of  Merit and Prizes to the winners of  
the different competitions. All the students who had 
participated in different events were also issued partic-
ipation certificates. The valedictory address was given 
by Prof. M.P. Dubey, Dean, Faculty of  Arts, University 
of  Allahabad, followed by a vote of  thanks proposed 
by Dr. Gopal Sahu.Prof. N. R. Farooqi, VC, University of  Allahabad  

delivering inaugural address

Department of Philosophy, Patna University, Patna

The Department of  Philosophy, Patna University, 
Patna organized a one-day seminar on the topic enti-
tled “Future of  Philosophy In the Modern World” on 
the occasion of  World Philosophy Day sponsored by 
I. C.P. R., New Delhi on 2�th November 20�0. 

Dr. Indira Prasad, Rtd. Professor & Head, Depart-
ment of  Philosophy, Patna Womens’ College, Patna 
inaugurated the seminar. In her inaugural speech, she 
emphasized that the future of  philosophy is never 
dark, there is no danger for philosophy in future 
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because Philosophy is integral to all human life. In 
the first session Dr. Sajiwan Prasad, Rtd. Principal of  
Kisan College, Sohsarai (Nalanda, Magadh University) 
chaired and conducted the deliberations. He spoke 
on how to do research work and the methodology 
of  teaching. He also suggested some of  the reforms 
essential in research work. In this session, teachers and 
research fellows of  the Department participated in the 
debate. 

The second session was chaired by Dr. I.N. Sinha, 
Rtd. Professor & Head, Department of  Philosophy, 
Patna University, Dr. Ramendranath, Reader & Head, 
Department of  Philosophy, Patna College, Patna 
(Patna University) delivered keynote  address. In his 
lecture, he sketched philosophy in six divisions and 
denied metaphysics & epistemology as well as philos-
ophy of  religion as philosophy proper but accepted 
social and political philosophy as well as ethics, espe-
cially applied ethics as Philosophy in the real sense. 
He did seek Philosophy’s future in socio-political and 
moral philosophy in the modern world. 

In the valedictory session Dr. S.E. Ahsan, Rtd. 
Professor & Head, Department of  Philosophy, College 
of  Commerce, Patna (Magadh University) summed 
up the deliberations of  the seminar. Dr. N.P. Tiwary, 
Professor of  Philosophy, Patna University proposed a 
vote of  thanks, and Dr.R.S. Arya, Professor of  Philos-
ophy, Patna University conducted the entire seminar. 

Ramkrishna Maha Vidyalaya, Kailashahar, North Tripura 

In order to observe International Philosophy Day, a 
regional seminar on “Misuse of  Amniocentesis and 
The Future of  Indian Girl Child” was organized by the 
Department of  Philosophy, Ramkrishna Mahavidya-
laya, on 2�th November 20�0, The programme got 
underway by lighting the Lamp of  Wisdom. The 
seminar was inaugurated by Sri Ratish Majumder, 
Principal of  R. K. Mahavidyalaya in the presence of  
other dignitaries like Dr. Jasawanta Roy, Dr. Sudhir 
Chakraborty, Associate Professor in Philosophy, 
Rabindra Sadan Girls’ College, Karimganj, Assam, 
Dr. Debashish Tarapdar, Superintendent, R.G.M. 
Hospital, Kailashahar, Dr. Bapu Sen, Medical & 
Health Officer, R.G.M. Hospital and other professors 
of  the college, paper presenters and an overwhelming 
number of  students. The guests and the audience were 

greeted by Sri Surajit Sen, Assistant Professor, R.K. 
Mahavidyalaya. The key note address was given by Dr. 
Sudhir Chakraborty who highlighted the importance 
of  girl child in our society. He felt that only proper 
mentality and education is the correct antidote to this 
malaise. Mr Dhanaram Reang, Deputy Collector of  
Kailashahar, expressed his apprehension about gender 
disparity. Then in his presidential address, Principal 
of  Ramkrishna Mahavidyalaya, Mr. Ratish Majumder 
conveyed his message to all. He felt that youth must 
be protected from the evils of  modernism and values 
should be practised to safeguard the girl child. The 
inaugural session ended with a vote of  thanks from 
Dr. Subrata Sharma, Organising Secretary and Head, 
Department of  Philosophy, R.K. Mahavidyalaya.

Inaugural Function of  Celebration of   
World Philosophy Day at Patna University
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Department of Philosophy, Assam University, Silchar
The World Philosophy Day was celebrated in the 
Department of  Philosophy, Assam University on the 
29th of  November 20�0 with the financial help of  
Indian Council of  Philosophical Research (ICPR) New 
Delhi and Assam University. The Department orga-
nized a one day programme on the theme ‘Dialogue 
between Science and Philosophy’. 

The inaugural session started at �� a.m. in the morning 
at Bipin Chandra Pal Seminar Hall, Assam University. 
The students and the scholars accorded a very warm 
welcome to the honorable guest speaker Professor 
Partha Ghose, Senior Scientist, Platinum Jubilee 
Fellow, National Academy of  Sciences, India and also 
Professor and Academic coordinator of  S. N. Bose 
Centre for Basic Science, Kolkata; Prof. Tapodhir 
Bhattacharya, honorable Vice-chancellor, A.U.; 
Professor G. D. Sharma, Pro-vice chancellor (Science, 
Technology and Management) and Prof. Gautam 
Biswas, Pro-vice chancellor (Humanities and other 
Allied Disciplines), Dean, School of  Humanities and 
also Professor of  Philosophy. They were welcomed 

and felicitated by the students of  the Department of  
Philosophy, Assam University. Besides, teachers from 
different departments of  Assam University, teachers 
from various local colleges, scholars, researchers and 
students from various institutes and centers were also 
present in the celebrations. 

The program started with an inaugural song by the 
students of  the Department. The welcome address 
was delivered by Dr. R.C. Majhi, the Head of  the 

Prof. Partha Ghosh, Prof. T. Bhattacharjee, VC,  
Prof. Gautam Biswas in the main programme  

of  WPD celebration

A seminar was organized by the Department of  Philos-
ophy and the Life-world of  Vidyasagar University, 
Midnapore, Paschim Medinipur, West Bengal on the 
occasion of  the celebration of  the World Philosophy 
Day on 29.��.20�0 sponsored by the Indian Council 
of  Philosophical Research, New Delhi. Professor 
Swapan Kumar Pramanik, Honourable Vice-chan-
cellor of  Vidyasagar University inaugurated the 
seminar. Professor Sankar Prasad Sinha, Dean of  Arts 
& Commerce presided over the inaugural ceremony. 
Other officials were also present there. Professor 
Gopal Chandra Khan (retired), the University of  
Burdwan and Professor Hironmoy Bandopadhaya 
(Retired) of  Jadavpur University were the speakers. In 

their lectures they highlighted the Need of  Philosophy as 
Core Subject in School and Higher Education. 

Dr Tapan Kumar De, Head of  the Department of  
Philosophy and the Life-world, welcomed the gath-
ering. An essay competition on the topic Need of  
Philosophy as a Core Subject in School and Higher Education” 
had been held. Miss Sudipti Kar, Sri Pradip Kumar 
MandaI, and Sri Surya Kanta Pradhan stood first 
second and third respectively in this essay competi-
tion. They were felicitated. Dr. Bhupendra Chandra 
Das, one of  the faculty members of  the Department 
thanked all who were related to the seminar directly or 
indirectly. 

Vidyasagar University, Midnapore, West Bengal
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Dr. Oinam Bhagat and others on the dais

A one-day colloquium on “Reading of  Discourses on 
Consciousness” was organized to mark the celebra-
tion of  World Philosophy Day 20�0 on November 29 
by Centre for Philosophy, Jawaharlal Nehru University 
in collaboration with Indian Council of  Philosophical 
Research, New Delhi. 

The colloquium was organized keeping in mind 
two objectives: (i) to engage with interdisciplinary 
approaches in understanding philosophical concepts/
issues, and (ii) to go beyond the confines of  civiliza-
tion and disciplinary boundaries. Prof. Nandu Ram, 
the moderator of  the first Round Table, started the 
colloquium by raising basic questions: “What do we 
understand by consciousness, whom do we ascribe it 
to, and whose consciousness are we talking about?” Dr. 
Bhagat Oinam initiated the discussion by talking about 
different methodologies engaged while talking about 
different discourses as well as debates on conscious-
ness. Prof. Satya P. Gautam started his presentation 
by drawing attention to the nature of  philosophical 
concepts that are essentially contested. Prof. Gopal 
Guru raised the question: “Can one manage to do 
theorization without raw experience?” The Second 

Round Table was on Ontological and Epistemolog-
ical Discourses (�). Prof. Mrinal Miri moderated the 
proceedings. The first speaker of  the second session, 
Dr. C.A. Tomy, talked about self  knowledge. Dr. M.A. 
Devasia presented his views on the metaphysics of  
consciousness in Advaita Vedanta. Dr. Manidipa Sen 
raised the questions: can the subject of  self  experience 
be the object of  self  awareness; can the subject be 
an intentional object of  its own consciousness? The 
Third Round Table was on Ontological and Episte-
mological Discourses (2). Prof. Gurpreet Mahajan, the 
moderator of  third session, laid emphasis on the impor-
tance of  reading and understanding of  the history of  
consciousness, how it evolved and how in the �9th  
century it became so important to reconstruct the 
reality. She also highlighted the idea why consciousness 
cannot be talked of  in isolation and how it involves the 
other. Prof. Rekha Basu tried to trace the history of  
consciousness in phenomenology and how conscious-
ness was understood in continental philosophy. Dr. 
Ajay Verma made a comparison between the under-
standing of  consciousness in the Indian tradition and 
the Western tradition by taking different philosophers 
for scrutiny. Prof. R.P. Singh talked about the history 
of  philosophy - the breaks and ruptures in the history. 
He also showed how consciousness had been studied 
in philosophical discourses from the perspectives of  
monism, dualism and pluralism. Dr. Prasenjit Biswas 
talked about the concept of  consciousness understood 
by contemporary, “non-classroom” philosophers like 
Zizek and Agamben. He talked about the plasticity of  
consciousness which is self  destructive . He raised the 
question: “Can we recover the subject from the death 
of  the death wish?” The Fourth Round Table was on 
Aesthetic, Literary and Ethical Discourses. Prof. Vibha 

Centre for Philosophy, JNU, New Delhi

Department of  Philosophy. He explained the signifi-
cance of  the day. Prof. Biswas briefly explicated the 
relevance and importance of  dialogue between science 
and philosophy. 

Prof. Partha Ghose greeted everyone and presented 
his valuable speech on ‘Embodied cognition’. After 
this inaugural session, Dr. Bhaskarjeet Neog, a faculty 
member, offered the vote of  thanks. 
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Department of Philosophy, Magadh University, Bodh Gaya 

A day long seminar was organized by the Dept. of  
Philosophy, Magadh University, Bodh Gaya on the 
occasion of  International Philosophy Day on �0 
November 20�0. The focal theme of  the Seminar was 
“Gandhi’s Philosophy of  Education”. Two speakers 
were invited to deliver lectures. 

The inaugural session began at ��.�0 am. Dr. B.P. 
Shastri (Pro- Vice Chancellor, Magadh University, 
Bodh Gaya), Dr. Ram Sarekh Singh (Prof. and Head, 
P.G. Dept. of  Philosophy, Magadh University, Bodh 

Professor Ramjee Singh delivering lecture on the  
occasion of  World Philosophy Day

Gaya), Dr. Ramjee Singh (Retd. Professor & Head, 
T.M. Bhagalpur University, Bhagalpur), Dr. R.C. Sinha 
(Retd.  Professor & Head, Patna University, Patna), 
Dr. Neelima Sinha (Professor & Programme Coordi-
nator, ‘SAP’, Dept. of  Philosophy, Magadh University, 
Bodh Gaya) were the dignitaries on the dais. Promi-
nent among the dignitaries off  the dais were: Dr. 
Dinesh Singh, Head of  the Dept. of  Philosophy, Gaya 
College, Gaya, Dr. Veena Sharan, Professor of  Philos-
ophy, Gaya College, Gaya, Dr. V.K. Singh, Reader & 
Head, Dept. of  Philosophy, A.M. College, Gaya, Dr. 
Kalawati, Reader and Head, Dept. of  Philosophy, 
G.B.M. College, Gaya and Dr. B.D. Lal, Professor 
& Head, P.G. Dept. of  Hindi, Magadh University. 
Almost 60 persons including students and teachers of  
the Philosophy and other subjects, media persons and 
others attended the function. 

The formal Inaugural Session was started with the 
lighting of  the lamp and Pushpanjali to Devi Saras-
wati. Welcome address was delivered by Dr. R.S. Singh, 
Head, Dept. of  Philosophy, Magadh University. Dr. 
Neelima Sinha, Coordinator of  the Programme intro-

Department of Philosophy & Religious Studies  
Andhra University, Vishakhapatnam

The Department of  Philosophy & Religious Studies, 
Andhra University, Vishakhapatnam conducted a One 

day Seminar on “Future of  Philosophy in the Modern 
World” on 29th November, 20�0.

Chaturvedi moderated the session. Dr. Shashi Motilal 
talked about the nature of  moral consciousness. Prof. 
Tista Bagchi started her presentation by underlining 
the difference between medical ethics and bio-ethics. 
She compared the degrees of  consciousness as coma, 
anaesthetic, sedation, total consciousness to the waking, 
dreaming and deep sleep states of  the Upanishads. Dr. 
Anuradha Ghosh dwelt on the reading of  conscious-
ness in literary criticism. Prof. H.S. Shivaprakash also 
made a presentation. The Fifth Round Table was on 
Social, Political and the Psychological Discourses. 

Prof. Franson Manjali moderated the session in which 
Dr. Minati Panda and Dr. Sujatha V. expressed their 
views.

The colloquium spread out into the areas of  possible 
studies on consciousness from the vantage points of  
different disciplines. Each speaker successfully intro-
duced different areas where new research initiatives 
could be taken up. The colloquium ended with a vote 
of  thanks given by Dr. Manidipa Sen. The colloquium 
truly represented a discussion on interdisciplinary 
discourse, cutting across civilizational boundaries.
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Professor S.P. Gautam, VC, MJP Rohilkhand University 
delivering his lecture

The celebration of  World Philosophy Day 20�0 
sponsored by ICPR, New Delhi was organized on 
�0th November 20�0 by the Department of  Applied 
Philosophy, MJP Rohilkhand University (campus), 
Bareilly with zeal and great enthusiasm. Professor 
Rajendra Prasad, Retd. Professor of  Philosophy, IIT., 
Kanpur, delivered the lecture on the topic ‘Philosophy 
and Life’. The celebration of  World Philosophy Day 
20�0 was organized by the Department of  Applied 

Department of Yoga, Barkatullah University, Bhopal 
The World Philosophy Day was celebrated by the 
Department of  Yoga, Barkatullah University, Bhopal 
on �0 November 20�0 with the  financial assistance 
provided by the Indian Council of  Philosophical 
Research, New Delhi. The theme of  the One Day 
Seminar was ‘Need of  Philosophy as core subject in 

Philosophy, MJP Rohilkhand University (campus), 
Bareilly. Vice-chancellor of  the University, Professor 
Satya Pal Gautam inaugurated the function and also 
took the charge as the main speaker. Professor N.P. 
Singh, Dean, Faculty of  Education and Allied Sciences 
chaired the inaugural session and Professor A.K. Sinha, 
Head, Department of  Ancient History & Culture was 
the special invitee. 

The celebration was organized in two parts. The first 
part of  the celebration was the inaugural portion and 
the second part was panel and general discussion. 
The inaugural session began at ��.�0 A.M. and the 
second part was started at �.00 P.M. Professor Satya 
Pal Gautam, the chief-speaker and Vice-chancellor 
of  the University, delivered his lecture on the theme 
‘Philosophy and Life’. The first session was begun 
with welcoming the guests. Dr. A.K.Singh, Sr. Lecturer 
and students of  the Department welcomed the guests. 
Professor N.P. Singh highlighted the specific features 
about the Faculty and the Department. Dr. Rajjan 
Kumar was the Convener of  the programme.

School and Higher Education’. The program started 
at 09:�0 a.m. and was concluded at �:�0 p.m. Hon’ble 
Prof. Nisha Dubey, Vice ‘Chancellor, Barkatullah 
University. Bhopal, was the Chief  Guest of  the 
Seminar. The seminar was attended by around 200 
persons, including the students, faculty and guests. 

Department of Applied Philosophy, Faculty of Education and  
Allied Sciences M.J.P. Rohilkhand University, Bareilly

duced the notion of  World Philosophy Day and the 
focal theme. Dr. B.P. Shastri, the Pro. Vice-Chancellor 
delivered the Presidential Address. 

The Seminar was concluded with a vote of  thanks 
presented by Dr. Neelima Sinha, Professor & 

Programme Coordinator, ‘SAP’ who organized this 
function for the P.G. Dept. of  Philosophy, Magadh 
University. Special appreciation and thanks was given 
to ICPR for its activities and funds provided to the 
Dept. for the celebration of  International Philosophy 
Day. 
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Centre for Jain Studies, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur 
On the occasion of  celebration of  International Philos-
ophy day, a one-day regional seminar was organized 
under the Joint auspices of  the Centre for Jain Studies, 
U.O.R., Jaipur and Indian Council of  Philosophical 
Research, New Delhi on the topic “Ahimsakahar Ka 
Darshan” on �0th November, 20�0. The seminar 

was attended by more than eighty students, research 
scholars and faculty members of  the Department 
of  Philosophy, Hindi, Sanskrit, History and Jainism. 
The following ten scholars delivered / presented their 
lectures / papers: Prof. Dayanand Bhargava, Ex-Dean 
& Head, Dept. of  Sanskrit, J.N.V. University, Jodhpur, 

The Dignitaries on the Dais

A one day Regional Seminar on applied philosophy was 
organized by Department of  Philosophy Karimganj 
College, Assam on �0th November, 20�0 for cele-
brating the World Philosophy Day. Dr Alpana Talukdar 
was Organizing Secretary of  the Programme.  

The first technical session was chaired by Dr. R.C. 
Majhi, H.O.D. of  Philosophy, Assam University. 
Three papers were presented during the session, 
entitled “Bhagavad Gita and stress management” by 
Dr. Ravi Khangai, “Philosophy and different aspects 
of  education” presented by Dr. Sapan Dutta and 
“Environmental Ethics: A general view” presented 
by Dr. Nibedita Nath. The second technical session 
was chaired by Dr. Santanu Dutta, Ex HOD. Dept 
of  Political Science, Karimganj College. Two papers 
were presented during the session: “The Importance 

of  Ethics in Information Revolution” presented by 
Prof. Bikash Bhargab Sarma and “The Time to Apply 
Ethics in Indian Politics” presented by Prof. Aparna 
Ghosh.

Department of Philosophy, Karimganj College, Assam 

The key note address was delivered by Prof. S.V. Rao, 
Retd. Dean, Gandhi Medical College, Bhopal. Several 
experts on the subject were invited to present their 

Professor S.V. Rao delivering his address

views on the theme, like Swami Rajeshwaranand ji, 
who emphasized that by including Philosophy as a 
core subject in education children will develop insight 
to know themselves. Dr. Shivdatt Mishra, Asst. Prof., 
Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya, Bairagarh, Bhopal, also 
underlined the need of  learning Indian philosophy by 
students, which helps one in resolving the complexities 
of  life. Prof. Vineeta Awasthi, HOD of  Philosophy, 
Naramada Govt. College, Hoshangabad, and other 
experts in the area presented their views on this occa-
sion. Dr. Sadhana Dauneria, HOD, Department of  
Yoga, Barkatullah University, Bhopal, was the coordi-
nator of  the programme. Vote of  thanks was given by 
Smt. Manju Sharma.
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Ujjain University, VC, and other dignitaries  
of  the programme

University, talked about the importance of  Philos-
ophy in every aspect of  human life. Prof. A.P. Dubey, 
Head, Department of  Philosophy, Dr. Harisingh 
Gaur University, Sagar talked about the relevance of  
Philosophy through the way of  Ethics and humanity. 
He mentioned that at the present time, our life is 
completely materialistic life. So we should live our life 
truly on the path of  Ethics. The speech was followed 
by a brief  interactive session. Dr. Y.G. Joshi Emeritus 
Prof. MPSSR Ujjain mentioned that we should have 
virtue of  satisfaction in our life. Then only we can live 
our life with happiness. Prof. S. Parashar, renowned 
social scientist; Director, Ambedkar Chair mentioned 
some good issues of  Philosophy from society. The 
Programme ended with a speech from the Depart-
ment Head, Dr. Malviya who thanked ICPR for the 
grant without which the programme could not have 
materialized. the Programme was conducted by Dr. 
Pooja Vyas, Vikram University Ujjain and the vote of  
thanks was given by Mr. Alok Goyal, ICPR, Research 
Scholar.

Annamalai University, Annamalainagar, Tamil Nadu
ICPR Sponsored World Philosophy Day Celebration 
was held on 2�st December 20�0 in the Department 
of  Philosophy, Annamalai University, Annamalai 
nagar, Tamil Nadu. A One day Regional Seminar on 

Vikram University, School of Studies in Philosophy, Ujjain (MP) 

The Department of  Philosophy, School of  Studies in 
Philosophy, Vikram University of  Ujjain celebrated 
the International Philosophy Day on ��th December, 
20�0 in accordance with the guidelines given by Indian 
Council of  Philosophical Research (ICPR). The 
Department organized a one day programme on the 
theme “Relevance of  Philosophy and Present Crisis”. 
The welcome address was delivered by Dr. Chinta-
mani Malviya, I/C Head of  the department, Prof. 
T.R. Thapak, Honorable Vice Chancellor, Vikram 

“The Philosophy of  Man and Environment” was 
organized by the Department of  Philosophy, Annam-
alai University on 2�st December 20�0. The Seminar 
was inaugurated by Dr. M. Ramanathan, Vice-Chan-

Deliberations at the Seminar

Chief  Speaker; Prof. K.C. Sogani, Ex Head, Dept. of  
Philosophy, M.L.S. University, Udaipur; Prof. Anil Jain, 
Director. Centre for Jain Studies on “Ahimsakahar” 
and Prof. Shiv Sagar Tripathi, Ex-head, Department 
of  Sanskrit, University of  Rajasthan. Dr. Jasbir Singh, 
Ex- Chairman Minority commission of  Rajasthan; was 
the Chief  Guest of  the Seminar. The welcome address 
was delivered by Prof. Anil Jain, Director, Centre for 
Jain Studies. The Seminar ended with a vote of  thanks 
by the co-ordinator. He also thanked ICPR for the 
grant without which the programme could not have 
materialized.
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Department of Sanskrit and Philosophy of  
PG Govt. College for Girls, Chandigarh

Department of  Sanskrit and Philosophy of  Post 
Graduate Govt. College for Girls, Sector-II, Chan-
digarh, organized a Regional Seminar on the theme 
“Reconsidering Classical Indian Thought”. The 
seminar was sponsored by Indian Council for Philo-

sophical Research, New Delhi, to commemorate the 
birth anniversary of  Socrates declared by UNESCO 
as World Philosophy Day. In the Inaugural Session, 
Prof. Ramakant Angiras was the Chief  Guest and 
Prof. Dharmendra Goel, Professor Emeritus, Depart-
ment of  Philosophy, Panjab University, Chandigarh, 
was Invited as Guest of  Honour. Prof. K.K. Sharma, 
Former Pro-Vice-Chancellor, NEHU, Shillong and 
Director, Centre for Sri Aurobindo Studies, Sohan Lal 
DAV College of  Education, Ambala City, delivered his 
Key Note Address on the theme “Growing Influence 
on Classical Indian Philosophy”. Dr. Sham Lata, Vice-
Principal and Programme Convener, welcomed the 
distinguished speakers, guests and also introduced the 
theme of  the Seminar. Prof. K. K. Sharma emphasized 
that the Philosophy of  a country is the essence of  its 
culture and civilization which springs from ideas that 
prevail in its atmosphere and bears its unconscious 

Main Programme at Govt Girls College Chandigarh

cellor, Annamalai University at �0:00 a.m. in the 
University Guest House Seminar Hall. The Vice-
Chancellor, in his inaugural address pointed out the 
necessity of  philosophy in all walks of  life irrespective 
of  professions and insisted on humanistic approach 
not only towards human beings but also towards all 
beings in the world to bring about National and World 
Integration. Dr. Sreekumar N., Associate Professor, 
Department of  Humanities and Social Science (IIT), 
Chennai, delivered the keynote address. Dr. Subashini 

R. Gandhi, Professor and Head, Department of  Philos-
ophy presided over the function. Dr. S. Veerapandian 
formally welcomed the dignitaries and participants. 
Dr. D. Selvaraju, Dean, Faculty of  Arts, Professor and 
Head, Department of  Sociology gave the felicitation. 
Dr. N. Baskaran, Dr. R. Murali and Dr. Sreekumar 
Nellickappilly presented their papers. In addition to 
the staff  members from Department of  Philosophy, 
staff  members from other departments, academi-
cians, research scholars and students from various 
regional universities and colleges participated in this 
Seminar. The staff  members from Madura College 
Madurai, APA College of  Arts and Culture, Palani, 
Vivekananda College, Chennai, Poompuhar College, 
Melaiyur, Government Arts College, Kumbakonam 
and National College, Trichy also participated as out-
station participants. Over ��0 members including 
students attended the seminar. The participants of  the 
seminar felt that the seminar was beneficial for both 
the researchers and also the faculty for further research 
in the time to come. The function came to an end at 
�.�0 p.m. with National Anthem.

VC, Annamalai University speaking on the occasion



��

World Philosophy Day : Programme at  
Gurunanak Dev University

Participants in the Programme

Modern World’. She stressed the role of  philosophy in 
cultivating human values, Self-empowerment, integra-
tion of  human personality and in creating harmonious 
social co-existence. Professor Radha Sharma, Senior 
Prof. of  History and Dean, Social Sciences presided 
over the function and gave away cash prizes to students 
who got first, second and third positions in the Essay 
Competition. At the end of  the programme Dr. 
Shashi Bala proposed the vote of  thanks and inspired 
the students by pointing to them the significance of  
Philosophy in the modern age. 

Delegates from different colleges also participated in 
the discussions. Prof. Balwant Singh Dhillon, Prof. 
Jaswinder Kaur Dhillon, Dr. Manvinder Singh, Dr. 
Bharatvir Kaur, Dr. Vipin Kumar and Dr. A.K. Khosla 
from D.A.V. College. Amritsar, Mrs. Anu Khanna 
from B.B.K.D.A.V. College, Amritsar, Mrs. Kusam 
Lata from Arya College Pathankot, Md. Martinea from 
Austria and many others were also present. 

Department of Guru Nanak Studies of  
Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar 

The Department of  Guru Nanak Studies of  Guru 
Nanak Dev University, Amritsar organized a lecture 
on ‘Future of  Philosophy in the Modern World’ and an 
Essay Competition Programme to celebrate the World 
Philosophy Day-20�O and it was sponsored by Indian 
Council of  Philosophical Research, New Delhi. 

Prof. Shashi Bala, Dean Faculty of  Humanities and 
Religious Studies, welcomed the delegates and stated 
the aims and objectives of  World Philosophy Day 
which was initiated by UNESCO since 2002 and this 
day is marked as Global observance of  the birthday 
of  Socrates on the third Thursday of  November every 
year. Its aim is to attract scholars to engage themselves 
in philosophical reflections on contemporary issues. 
Dr. Shashi Bala also introduced the activities, projects 
and research work going on in the Department. 

Prof. Geeta Manaktala, Senior Prof. in Dept. of  Philos-
ophy, from Punjab University Chandigarh delivered 
a lecture on the theme ‘Future of  Philosophy in the 

stamp. During the programme papers were presented 
on different topics and themes like Indian Value System 
with special reference to the Holy Quran, Mahabharata 
Ki Naitik Shiksha etc. A fruitful discussion occurred 
with the questions asked by the students and partici-
pants. It made both sessions fully interdisciplinary in 
nature and source of  fresh knowledge. Teachers from 

the Departments of  Punjabi, Hindi, English, French, 
Public Administration, Psychology, Home Science 
and students of  Depts. of  Sanskrit and Philosophy 
joined the seminar and engaged in active participation. 
Dr. Desh Raj Siswal, Organizing Secretary, presented 
the report of  the seminar and thanked all dignitaries, 
paper presenters and participants. 
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FellowS’ meet – 2010

ICPR Fellows’ Meet Programme for the year 20�0 

was scheduled on 2�-2� December 20�0 at JNU.  

The Inaugural Function of  the Fellows’ Meet was 

organized in continuation to the Award Function 

programme at Vigyan Bhawan on 22nd December 

20�0 followed by the Life Time achievement Award 

Function Programme.  The programme was inaugu-

rated by Shri Kapil Sibal, Hon’ble Minister of  HRD.  

To begin the programme Professor K. Ramakrishna 

Rao, Chairman ICPR delivered his welcome address in 

which he spoke about ICPR fellowship programme as 

one of  the most significant programs of  the Council 

that has sustained and encouraged the basic researches 

in the field of  Philosophy in our country. He further 

presented the problem of  the enhancement of  

the Fellowship rate at par with the UGC. After the 

welcome address Shri Kapil Sibal, Hon’ble Minister 

of  Human Resource and Development addressed to 

the Fellows gathered from various universities around 

different parts of  the country to take part in this Meet 

programme. He further mentioned about the work-

shop and Fellows Meet programmes organized for 

the purpose of  interaction between fellows as well 

as guidance to the Junior and General Fellows by the 

Senior and National Fellows and other experts in the 

filed of  philosophy.  After the welcome address by 

Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao, Hon’ble Minister Shri 

Kapil Sibal delivered his inaugural address to the ICPR 

Fellows gathered from different parts of  the country 

across various universities. He spoke about Philosophy 

as ultimate analytical understanding of  our journey.  

He stated that Philosophy is not such like Hobbe’s 

of  theory and Law, is not about concept of  Social 

Contract theory, but is much more than that.  He also 

talked about the identity of  homosapiens, cosmos.  He 

further spoke about integration of  Science, thought 

and journey of  the thoughts to understand the inner 

world. He expressed his support towards releasing 

Dignitaries on the dais at the Fellows’ Meet 2011
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of  more funds to the ICPR fellowship programme 

toward making it at par with UGC level. 

To mark the event as memorable to all on the behalf  of  

the Indian Council of  Philosophical Research, a shawl 

and a memento was presented to Hon’ble Minister  

by Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao, the Chairman of  

ICPR. The programme ended by Vote of  thanks given 

by Professor G. Mishra, Member Secretary, ICPR. 

Rao, National Fellow of  ICPR gave their reorientation 

lectures and interacted with ICPR Fellows.

On 22nd December 20�0 after inaugural program at 

Vigyan Bhawan orientation programmes were sched-

uled from 2.�0 p.m. onwards in which Professor  

Bijoy H. Boruah, IIT, Delhi,  Professor P.K. Mukho-

padhyaya, Professor Krishna Roy, Professor Srinivasa 

Rao and Professor Rakesh Chandra interacted with 

Fellows and answered their questions and looked into 

their difficulties and problems they were facing.

On December 2�, 20�0 Professor P.K. Mukhopad-

hyaya, Professor Rakesh Chandra and Professor 

Srinivasa Rao delivered their orientation lectures 

and answered the queries and questions of  research 

fellows.

Professor R.Balasubramanian giving reorientation 
Lecture to ICPR Fellows

ICPR Fellows attending Lecture Programme

Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao presenting  
a memento to Shri Kapil Sibal, Hon’ble Minister  

of  Human Resource and Development

While thanking Professor G. Mishra expressed heart-

iest thanks and gratitude to Shri Kapil Sibal, Hon’ble 

Minister of  HRD and other ministerial officers and 

dignitaries gathered in the Programme.  

During this Fellows’ Meet Programme various reorien-

tation lectures were organized from 2�-2� December 

20�0 at SSS I Auditorium, Jawaharlal Nehru University. 

Professor R.P.Singh, Department of  Philosophy, JNU, 

New Delhi was the coordinator of  this programme. 

On the 2�st December 20�0, the programme started 

on 2.�0 p.m. with an orientation lecture  by  Professor. 

R. Balasubramanian, the distinguished Philoso-

pher and former Chairman of  ICPR.  After the tea 

break, the next session started by �.00 p.m. in which 

Professor P.K. Mukhopadhyaya, Professor Srinivasa 



�6

icPr FellowShiPS

G.C. Nayak, born and brought up at Cuttack (Orissa), 

India, was the best graduate of  Utkal University in 

�9��, �st Class �st in MA (Philosophy) at Allahabad 

in �9�6, and got his Ph.D. from the Bristol University, 

U.K. as a Commonwealth scholar in the year �96�. 

He was Professor and Head of  the Post-Graduate 

Department of  Philosophy of  Utkal University from 

�9�8 to �989 and the Vice-Chancellor of  Sri Jagan-

nath Sanskrit Vishvavidyalaya, Puri from �989 to �992, 

Visiting Professor in the Department of  Buddhist 

Studies and Philosophy at Nagarjuna University from 

�992 to �99�, and in the Department of  Religious 

Studies at the University of  Saskatchewan, Canada in 

�99�, he was the Senior Fellow, ICPR during �996-98, 

and UGC Emeritus Fellow, at BHU, Varanasi during 

�999-2000. Presently, he is a Fellow at the Indian Insti-

tute of  Advanced Study, Shimla since 200�. 

Professor Nayak has been the General President of  

the Indian Philosophical Congress in �992, and of  the 

Akhil Bharatiya Darshan Parishad in 200�. Some of  

his important publications are Evil, Karma, and Rein-
camation (�9��), Essays in Analytical Philosophy (�9�8), 

A nalytical Studies in Buddhist Philosophy (edited) (�98�), 

PhilosophicalR.ejlections (�98�), Nehru and Indian Culture 
(edited) (�990), Evil and the Retributive Hypothesis (�99�), 

Philosophical Enterprise and the Scientific Spirit (�99�), 

Understanding Religious Phenomenon (�99�), and Madhy-
amika Sunyata(200�). 

Other Fellowships

Senior Fellowships

Professor V. Venkat Reddy was awarded Senior 

Fellowship of  the Council. Professor Ventak Reddy 

(born �9�0) did his M.A. (Philosophy, University of  

Delhi and M.A. Psychology and Ph.D.(Philosophy) 

from Osmania University, Hyderabad. His topic of  

the Research was Significance of  Suffering in the 

philosophy of  Mahatma Gandhi. He had joined in the 

faculty of  the Department of  Philosophy, Osmania 

University, Hyderabad and remained head from �998 

to 2000. He also has been U.G.C. Professor Emeritus 

from 200�-2006. Professor Reddy has been renowned 

scholar in both field i.e. psychology and Philosophy. 

He has published �0 books and contributed several 

research articles in the area. 

Professor G.C.Nayak has been nominated  
as the National Fellow of ICPR for the Year 2010-11

Professor Venkat Reddy
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book releaSe FUnction

The Book Release Function followed the inaugural 

function of  the Fellows’ Meet at Vigyan Bhawan, New 

Delhi. Shri Kapil Sibal, Hon’ble Minister of  Human 

Resource and Development released the book “Cogni-

tive Anomalies, Consciousness and Yoga” written by 

Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao, Chairman, ICPR. At 

the start of  the programme, Professor R. Balasubra-

manian while introducing the book to the audience, 

mentioned that the author had tried to construct a 

bridge between culture and spirituality in terms of  

the Eastern and the Western thought. Professor Janak 

Pande, Vice-Chancellor of  Central University of  

Bihar, and Professor Girishwar Mishra, Professor of  

Department of  Psychology, University of  Delhi also 

introduced the other aspects of  the book pointing out 

that this book will create an interdisciplinary dialogue, 

besides being a handbook on the subject.

Shri Kapil Sibal, Hon’ble Minister of  HRD released 

the book and in his address he termed this work by 

Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao as his Magnum Opus 

which presents the analytical views and relations of  

arts, scientific thought, philosophy and consciousness 

at large.  After this Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao was 

felicitated with a memento and shawl by Shri Kapil 

Sibal, Hon’ble Minister, and by Professor R. Balasub-

ramanian. At the conclusion of  the programme, Shri 

Sanjay Sethi, the publisher of  the book, proposed the 

vote of  thanks.

Shri Kapil Sibal, Hon’ble Minister of  Human Resource and Development,  
releasing the book “Cognitive Anomalies, Consciousness and Yoga”  

by Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao
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vigilance awareneSS week 2010

Vigilance Awareness Week was observed in ICPR from 
� - � November, 20�0.  A programme was organized 
at Darshan Bhawan, ICPR Head Office, New Delhi 
to pledge the constitutional oath about integrity and 
transparency in all spheres of  activities and vigilance 
in working, growth and reputation of  the organization 
through collective efforts.  

All the officers and officials of  ICPR shall observe 
their duty consciously and act without fear and favour.  
The pledge was read by Dr. Arun Mishra, Director 
(A) and taken by all the employees present during the 
programme at ICPR Head Office, New Delhi.  Further 
in the programme Shri R. Chakraborty, Deputy 
Secretary (Retd.), Department of  Higher Education, 

MHRD and presently consultant at ICPR spoke about 
the significance of  constitutional values and the obser-
vance of  Vigilance Awareness Week.

ICPR Staff  observing the Vigilance Awareness Week

The staff  alongwith the officers taking a pledge on 
Vigilance Day

Buddha Jayanti Lecture Programme 
Month of  May, 20��

Shankar Jayanti Lecture Programme  
Month of  May, 20��

ICPR Foundation Day Celebration Programme 
Month of  July/August, 20��

Forthcomming ProgrammS
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