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HONOURING PROFESSOR JITENDRA NATH MOHANTY
LIFE-TIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

OF THE INDIAN COUNCIL OF PHILOSOPHICAL RESEARCH

If  one may exercise a bit of  “philosophical license” in 
imitation of  the proverbial poetic license and re-define 
moksa as that form of  life in which all identity crises is 
significantly absent, then this re-definition leaves us in 
no doubt that Professor Jitendra Nath Mohanty has 
throughout been a Jivanmukta in our modern world 
which is shot through and through with innumerable 
identity crises of  every imaginable kind. In addition, as 
an added rare adornment, he manifests with perfect 
ease an authentically Indian, and also an equally 
authentic Western identity as a philosopher. It looks as 
though he entered our world with a “synthetic” or 
“globalized” identity, and hence the adjectival 
ascription of  “Indian” or “Western” to this 
philosopher of  international eminence would seem to 
be certainly inappropriate. And it would be no 
exaggeration to say that a philosopher of  such a 
remarkable stature is one from a little known village 
called Chaudakulat, in the Kendrapada District of  
Orissa. 

Born on September 26, 1928 in Cuttack, Orissa, and 
educated at Ravenshaw College in Cuttack, and later at 
Presidency College, Calcutta and finally in the 

University of  Göttingen in Germany, Professor 

Mohanty has attained unusual success and prosperity 
through honest toil and singular devotion to 
scholarship. With a tenacity to achieve the best without 
compromising on analytic clarity as well as imaginative 
depth of  ideas, and without ever forgetting to identify 
and highlight the points of  intersection between the 
rationality of  tradition and that of  modernity, Professor 
Mohanty has made a unique place for himself  in the 
firmament of  international philosophy, where he shines 
forth as a star philosopher, a living legend of  
contemporary philosophy.

It would be unfair not to mention that very few among 
Indian students have had the good fortune of  receiving 
the kind of  very high quality education which his 
wishing parents and other members of  the family had 
so lovingly made available to him. Back home, besides 
being a formal student at Presidency College, he was 
also an antevasi (disciple) of  the famous Indian Pundits 
of  the time, viz. Yogendranath Tarka Vedantatirtha and 
Pandit Anant Kumar Tarkatirtha, during his Calcutta 
days.  These Acharyas laid  the classical  foundations  of
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From member-SeCreTary’S deSk

I would like to begin by extending my grateful  
thanks to all those who have been actively 
participating in the ICPR activities, helping us in 

organizing our programmes and I thank them specially 
for their overall contribution to the growth and promo-
tion of  philosophy in this country.  In releasing this 
issue of  the Newsletter, I bring before you all our activi-
ties during the period from the previous Newsletter and 
call upon you to send us your feedback, your experi-
ences, opinions and suggestions on our programmes 
you have participated in, so that we can fine-tune the 
activities in the areas which may not have come up to 
your expectations.

During the period under report, the new Council of  
ICPR was constituted on September �9, 2009 with 
new Members represented by eminent philosophers 
from different parts of  the country and with Professor 
K. Ramakrishna Rao as the Chairman for the second 
term.  With his vast experience, zeal for innovative 
work, vision for the future and extraordinary lead-
ership, I am sure that Professor Rao will add new 
chapters and dimensions to the on-going activities of  

the ICPR.  Two important things require frontal focus: 
(i) Establishment of  Indian Institute of  Philosophy, 
on the line of  IITs and IIMs; (ii) Regional Centres 
of  ICPR in different parts of  the country—which 
Professor Rao has been pursuing tirelessly since his 
taking over as Chairman in 2006. I am thankful to the 
Ministry of  HRD for their sustained help and cooper-
ation in choosing very eminent scholars to the Council 
and I am very hopeful that ICPR’s existing and new  
activities would be multiplied in the near future.

Among our programmes during this period, special 
mention may be made of  the celebration of  World 
Philosophy Day on November 23, 2009 at IIC in 
collaboration with UNESCO. Participating in the 
event, Dr. Kapila Vatsyayan, Member of  Parliament 
and Shri Sunil Kumar, JS, MHRD as well as celebrated 
scholars including Mr. Armoogam Parsuramen, 
UNESCO Director, they all initiated a new vista of  
collaboration with UNESCO. Another new event 
planned under this year’s ICPR programme is the First 
Asian Philosophy Congress. It is our earnest hope that 
the congress would foster Asian identity as a philo-
sophical force in the global scenario.

On the office front, with the retirement of  Shri Bahadur 
Singh Bora, our staff  car driver, the office had to part 
with the sincere services of  an employee for whom 
work was worship. All the staff  from Delhi office of   
ICPR bid him a fond farewell on September �, 2009. 

I take this opportunity to invite all our readers and 
those who are interested in philosophy to contribute 
to and participate in the activities of  the ICPR and 
get involved in the dawning of  a new era in Asian  
philosophy in general and Indian philosophy in  
particular.   

G. Mishra 
Member Secretary
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Agenda of  Action by the Chairman at the Annual Meeting  
of  the Council on 11 October, 2009

I consider it a matter of  great honor to be asked 
by the Government of  India to chair the Indian 
Council of  Philosophical Research for another 

term of  three years. I have accepted the re-nomination 
with some unease and reluctance, but on the strength 
of  the persuasion of  some of  our colleagues to fully 
implement the innovative schemes and programmes 
we envisioned and in some cases initiated. 

I am indeed delighted that we have now such distin-
guished scholars as members of  the ICPR Council. 
Therefore, it is with much pleasure that I welcome 
you to the Annual General Meeting of  the Council. 
I look forward to your cooperation and guidance 
in promoting philosophical research in the country 
during the next three years. This is an occasion for 
us to reflect on the current state of  philosophy in the 
country and hopefully develop a collective agenda of  
action to be pursued in the coming years. 

The ICPR is not the private estate of  one or more 
persons. Rather, it is the collective resource of  the 
philosophical community at large to be expended on 
consummate common causes to correct any existing 
shortcomings and imbalances and plan for the future 
advancement of  philosophical research in the country. 
I am overwhelmed by the warmth, good will and 
cordiality expressed not only by you but also by a large 
number of  philosopher colleagues in India and by a 
few others from outside the country, as I step into 

my second term. These expressions of  cooperation, 
support, empathy and sense of  brotherhood augur 
well and act as elixir, a tonic, to tone up our energies 
and enthusiasm. 

The Indian Council of  Philosophical Research came 
into being more than a quarter of  a century ago with 
the initiative of  Shrimati Indira Gandhi. I had the priv-
ilege of  knowing Indira ji personally. She was truly a 
patron of  learning and scholarship. She envisioned the 
ICPR as a distinctive organization to promote philos-
ophy as a discipline with interdisciplinary relevance. 
We have ICPR and ICHR and not Indian Council of  
Economics or Anthropology. Philosophy and history 
have by their very nature interdisciplinary implications. 
In addition to political and cultural history, we have 
history of  all conceivable human activities, such as 
histories or science and technology. So too philosophy 
is connected to many intellectual pursuits. The former 
Union Minister of  Human Resource Development, 
Shri Arjun Singh, speaking on the occasion of  ICPR’s 
Silver Jubilee noted: 

“The nation needs institutions that provide the 
intellectual climate that nurtures discriminating 
wisdom for identifying the different shades of  
truth and error. It is considerations such as these 
that led to the creation of  the Indian Council of  
Philosophical Research, which could function as 
a think-tank of  the nation. This also makes the 

Chairman’S SPeeCh
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ICPR a unique institution with no known parallel 
in the world.” 

Thus we have a challenging task before us to satisfac-
torily discharge our responsibilities as an organization 
receiving public support and tax payers’ money. There-
fore, we need to see beyond the narrow boundaries 
that the academia has erected for convenience. 

Philosophy traditionally has a place of  pride in the 
Indian psyche. Philosophers are respected and even 
revered. Philosophical knowledge is considered the 
best means for securing freedom and perfection to 
the person. However, the current Indian scene is less 
sanguine. Since independence there has been a tremen-
dous explosion in the expansion of  higher education 
in India and an equally strong erosion in its humanities 
base. Much of  this expansion is in the areas of  tech-
nology and management. Few newer universities and 
colleges offer courses in philosophy. In the institutions 
where philosophy is taught, the enrolment is dwin-
dling. The faculty numbers are shrinking. The quality 
of  students as well as of  faculty is also on the decline. 
Wherever I travel in the country the same scenario is 
in sight. The question is often asked, why this is so 
and what we may do to arrest this state and promote 
philosophy in this part of  the world. Indeed these are 
the questions the Indian Council of  Philosophical 
Research must address and attempt to reverse the 
trend. Similar things have happened in other countries 
and they have suitably responded to remedy the situ-
ation. For example, in the U.S. the enrollment in the 
philosophy courses has doubled during the past five 
years, at Rutgers University and the City University of  
New York. According to a report published in New 
York Times (April �6,2008): 

“Once scoffed at as a luxury major, philosophy 
is being embraced at Rutgers and other universi-
ties by a new generation of  college students who 
are drawing modern-day lessons from the age-old 
discipline as they try to make sense of  their world, 
from the morality of  the war in Iraq to the latest 
political scandal. The economic downturn has 
done little, if  anything, to dampen this enthusiasm 
among students, who say that what they learn in 
class can translate into practical skills and careers. 
On many campuses, debate over modern issues 
like war and technology is emphasized over the 
study of  classic ancient texts.” 

My own reflections on the state of  philosophy in 
India suggest that Indian philosophy is going through 

an identity crisis; and the solution to the problem of  
declining interest in philosophical study and research 
squarely rests with the resolution of  this crisis. Why and 
how this is so is the matter that we need to address. 

Much of  philosophy during the colonial period 
was either an imitation of  the West or a reiteration 
of  classical ideas with few exceptions. This impres-
sion is reinforced when we read Contemporary Indian 
Philosophy edited by S. Radhakrishnan and J .H. Muir-
head, a book compiled toward the end of  the colonial 
period. According to Philosopher D.M. Dutta (�950), 
contemporary Indian philosophy is either a product 
of  the Western thought or “a peculiar development 
of  European philosophy in Indian atmosphere” 
(pp.�23-�24). Again, K.M. Panikkar (�963) historian 
and respected intellectual outside the fraternity of  
philosophers wrote, “not one of  the universities has 
produced a philosopher of  any distinction who has 
made a contribution of  value either to the traditional 
systems of  India or to the modern schools” (p.�35). 
This state of  affairs was clearly due to the introduc-
tion of  Western philosophy in Indian universities 
and colleges following Macaulay’s vision of  making 
educated Indians “thoroughly English scholars” and 
not merely docile Indian subjects. 

Philosophy in India has a long history. More impor-
tantly it has kept up its own identity for over three 
millenniums despite enormous socio-political changes 
across the country. The Indian identity is not, however, 
a frozen one. Not cast in a preset mould, Indian iden-
tity is malleable and does not preclude pluralism and 
the play of  multiple perspectives. It is the secret of  
its long survival and continued hold on the Indian 
mind. It crystallized as a unique approach that blended 
thought and action, theory and practice, individual and 
society, and experience and reason in a consummate 
application for improving human condition. The iden-
tity of  Indian philosophy consists in the development 
of  thought as applied rather than aloof  from life. This 
is so whether it advocated renunciation or participa-
tion in the social process. 

In the classical Indian tradition, philosophy is a search 
and striving for freedom of  the person and his trans-
formation from a state of  suffering to a condition of  
happiness and bliss. Freedom is conceived as propor-
tional to realization of  truth in one’s being. Realizing 
truth is tantamount to being perfect. Thus striving for 
freedom by realizing truth and achieving perfection is 
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the goal of  philosophy. Philosophy is not merely a body 
of  ideas, it is also a pursuit of  applying those ideas to 
life and living. Thus theory and practice go together. 
Theory unrelated to life is vacuous, empty and without 
value. Theory applied in practice and practice leading 
to theoretical understanding to improve human condi-
tion is what philosophy is all about in India. 

Indian philosophy with its intrinsic applied orientation 
tended to be interdisciplinary and continues to have a 
pervasive influence on Indian people. In other words, 
there is no such thing called “pure” philosophy in 
India. For this reason outsiders like Edmund Husserl 
wondered if  there was any philosophy in India and 
denigrated Indian tradition as fostering “mythical-
religious attitude.” “Today we have”, wrote Husserl 
(�970), “a plethora of  works about Indian philosophy, 
Chinese philosophy, etc. in which these are placed on a 
plane with Greek philosophy .... But only in the Greeks 
do we have a universal (‘cosmological’) life-interest in 
the essentially new form of  a purely ‘theoretical’ atti-
tude” (pp.279-280). 

Because of  its avowed involvement with life, Indian 
philosophy grew along with religion, science and other 
human endeavors. So we find Hindu scriptures like the 
Vedas and the Bhagavad Gitā as rich sources of  classical 
Indian philosophy. Again, valuable philosophical ideas 
are embedded in medical texts like Caraka Saṁhitā, 
politico-economic treatises like Kautilya’s Artha Śāstra, 
legal codes like Jaimini’s Dharma Śāstra, the art books 
like Bharata’s Nātya-Śāstra and Vātsyayana’s Kama Śūtra 
and psychological thought and practices as in Patan-
jali’s Yoga-Sūtra. Philosophy in India has been truly a 
wisdom discipline. Wisdom is knowledge applied to 
life. 

This tradition of  philosophy as wisdom to be culti-
vated continued unabated until British education 
found its way into Indian universities and colleges 
during the colonial rule. It is the Western influence 
that brought about the identity crisis among Indian 

philosophers. Some have weathered the Western influ-
ence by meekly and reverentially accepting the old and 
the traditional while some others abandoned the native 
identity and embraced uncritically Western concepts 
and categories. However, the vast majority of  those 
pursuing philosophy could not meaningfully relate 
themselves either to the old classical thought in the 
changed circumstances or the new Western thought. 
Thus under the shadow of  Western influence, philos-
ophy in India suffered some kind of  an eclipse and 
Indian philosophers lost their identity. 

If  there is any original thought during this period it 
originated with few exceptions outside the academia in 
the writings and actions of  people like Sri Aurobindo, 
M.N. Roy and Mahatma Gandhi. Again, philosophical 
ideas have emerged in their work in an applied format 
and in an interdisciplinary context to improve human 
condition. Sri Aurobindo who began as a political rebel 
and revolutionary turned a saint. By blending Vedanta 
and Sā ∙mkhya-Yoga, he evolved a model of  the man 
that laid the foundation for what is now rightly called 
Indian psychology (Rao, Paranjpe, & Dalal, 2008). In 
other words, we find in Sri Aurobindo a consummate 
application of  classical Indian thought to contempo-
rary psychological topics. 

In Mahatma Gandhi, we see the application of  classical 
Indian thought to current socio-political problems. In 
him we find a model of  the person vastly different 
from the mainstream Western notions. It is on this 
model that Gandhi’s celebrated satyāgraha technique 
of  nonviolent social action is grounded and in fact a 
wholesome social and political philosophy. The most 
recent celebrity philosopher in the Indian tradition, I 
believe, is Amartya Sen, whose recent work is of  great 
relevance and challenge to Indian philosophers.

It is one of  the tasks of  the ICPR to restore the lost  
identity of  philosophies in India. Towards this end, we 
may help promote applied and interdisciplinary studies 
to regain the native identity of  Indian thought.

The Life Time Achievement Award in Philosophy has 
been conferred on Professor J.N. Mohanty for the 
year 2008-09.  The award was instituted by the Council 
two years back as the Research Project Committee of  
the Council voiced the need for such an award for a 

well-known philosopher for his distinguished work in 
Philosophy in India.  The first award was conferred on 
Professor K. Satchidananda Murty.  The second award 
was given to late Professor Daya Krishna and the third 
to Professor J.N. Mohanty.

award

ICPR Life Time Achievement Award in Philosophy

The script of  the citation is at the Back Cover page... 
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Farewell to Shri Bahadur Singh Bora on his Retirement

Shri Bahadur Singh Bora who joined the ICPR office 
since the inception of  the ICPR 28 years back retired 
on September �, 2009. He was known for his punctu-
ality, well-meaning and helping nature. He was given 

a fond farewell by the colleagues at ICPR and a few 
staff  members spoke on this occasion wishing him 
good health and peace in retired life.

new addiTionS To iCPr/reTiremenT

Farewell to Shri Bahadur Singh Bora

Regional Seminar, Ramkrishna Mahavidyalaya, 
Kailashahar (Tripura)

International Philosophy Day was celebrated at 
Ramkrishna Mahavidyalaya, Tripura, on  29th 
November 2009 on the theme NEED OF PHILOS-
OPHY AS A CORE SUBJECT IN SCHOOL AND 
HIGHER EDUCATION. This one-day Regional 
Seminar had three Sessions--- Inaugural Session, Tech-
nical Session I and Technical Session II. The Seminar 
was inaugurated by Shri Samarjit Bhowmik, the 
District Magistrate (DM) and Collector, North Tripura 
District who was also the Director, Higher Education, 
Government of  Tripura. Shri Bhowmik spoke on the 
importance of  Philosophy in every sphere of  life. 

iCPr aCademiC aCTiviTieS aT diFFerenT regionS 

The keynote address was delivered by Shri Gurudas 
Choudhury, Vice Principal of  the college. Dr. Alpana 
Talukdar, Head, Department of  Philosophy, Karim-
ganj College, Karimganj (Assam) read a paper on 
“Need of  Philosophy in Modern Times”  In her paper, 
she spoke about various branches of  Philosophy, 
especially stressing on the need of  Ethics, including 
Applied Ethics, in life. 

Prof. Minati Sen of  the Department of  Philosophy of  
R.K Mahavidyalaya presented her paper titled ‘Impli-
cation of  Philosophy in Modern Times’ and Prof. 
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Shashanka Ghose of  the Department of  Political 
Science spoke on – ‘Need of  Political-Philosophy in 
Modern Society’. 

In the second Technical Session four papers were 
presented. The papers were presented by Dr. Samiran 
Debnath, Mr Monoranjan Das, Mr Anupam Mallick, 

and Dr. Subrata Sharma. Dr. Debnath while presenting 
his paper viewed that nature of  Philosophy is a form 
of  analysis. Mr Mallick presented his paper on “The 
Nature and Value of  Philosophy in Human Life.” Dr. 
Subrata Sharma of  R K Mahavidyalaya presented his 
paper on “The Value of  Philosophy”.

Conference Cum Seminar on Buddhist Studies, 2009,  
Organized by Department of Sanskrit,  

University of Kashmir, J&K

Keeping in view the importance of  this land of  saints 
and scholars and their contribution to various streams 
of  thought and literature, a conference cum seminar 
on Buddhist Studies in general and a special session 
on contribution of  Kashmir to Buddhist Studies were 
organized with the financial assistance of  the ICPR. 

The Chief  Guest of  the Inaugural function was Peer-
azada Mohd Sayeed, Cabinet Minister for Education, 
Govt. of  Jammu and Kashmir. Shri S.L. Bhat IAS, 
Chairman of  Jammu and Kashmir, Public Service 
Commission, was the Guest of  Honour and Professor 
Radhavallabh Trapathi, Vice-Chancellor, Rastriya 
Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi was Special Guest on 
the occasion. 

Professor Satyabhama Razdan. Head, Department of  
Sanskrit, University of  Kashmir, formally welcomed 
the dignitaries and delegates. Professor Deepak Kumar 

Barua delivered the keynote address. Shri S.L. Bhat 
threw light on the historical perspective of  Buddhist 
Studies and Contribution of  Kashmir in the field. 

The valedictory function of  the conference was orga-
nized on 7th October 2009 at 4:00 p.m. in the Gandhi 
Bhawan, University of  Kashmir. On this occasion, 
Shri Nawang Ringzin Jora, Cabinet Minister for 
Tourism and Culture, Govt. of  Jammu and Kashmir, 
was the Chief  Guest. Professor K. Ramakrishna 
Rao, Chairman, ICPR, New Delhi, was the Guest of  
Honour and Professor G. Mishra, Member Secretary, 
ICPR,  New Delhi was a Special Guest. The valedic-
tory function was presided over by Professor Riyaz 
Punjabi, Vice Chancellor, University of  Kashmir.  
The final vote of  thanks was presented by Mohd. 
Meraj Ahmed, Assistant Professor, Department of  
Sanskrit.

View of  the validectory function The Vice-Chancellor Prof. Riyaz Punjabi facilitating 
Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao
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of  Jain and Bauddha Darshan, Faculty of  Sanskrit, 
Vidya Dharma Vijnan, Banaras Hindu University, 
Varanasi and Prof. Kamlakar Mishra, Ex-Head, Deptt. 
of  Philosophy and Religion, Banaras Hindu Univer-
sity. Other speakers were Prof. Gangadhar (Ex- Head, 
Deptt. of  Philosophy & Religion:, Banaras Hindu 
University), Dr. Urmila Devi (Principal, Arya . Mahila 
P.G. College, Varanasi), Dr. Uma Pant (Head-Deptt. 
of  Philosophy, Arya Mahila P.G. College, Varanasi). 
Nearly 275 students participated and members of  the 
teaching staff, research scholars from various insti-
tutions of  the city were also present. Prof. S.P. Vyas 
elaborated on the subject Philosophy Life and Liveli-
hood and pointed out that India is known in the world 
through its Philosophy. 

The anchoring of  programme was conducted by Dr. 
Anamika Singh and the vote of  thanks was given by 
Dr. Mamata Gupta.

Arya Mahila P.G. College, Chetganj, Varanasi

A seminar was organized on 5th December 2009 
with the theme Philosophy Life and Livelihood under 
the chairmanship of  Prof. N.S.S. Raman, Ex-Head, 
Department of  Philosophy and Religion, Banaras 
Hindu University at Arya Mahila P.G. College, Varanasi. 
Main speakers were Prof. S.P. Vyas, Ex-Head, Dept. 

Dignitaries on the Dias

iCPr naTional SymPoSium aT mumbai 
on The STaTe oF STudy, TeaChing and reSearCh  

in PhiloSoPhy in india
A three day National Symposium on “The State of  
Study, Teaching and Research in Philosophy in India” 
was organized by Indian Council for Philosophical 
Research at K. J. Somaiya Centre for Buddhist Studies, 
Vidyavihar, Mumbai on 23rd–26th October 2009 with a 
view to assessing the progress of  teaching and research 
in the field of  philosophy.

Dr. S. K. Somaiya was the Chief  guest of  the Inaugural 
session on 23rd October at 2.00 p.m. Prof. G. Mishra, 
Member Secretary, ICPR welcomed the guests. Prof. 
Srinivasa Rao, Banglore gave his Keynote Address. He 
raised a very significant question. Is there a real “Phil-
osophical Community in India”? and highlighted the 
need of  ‘quality control’ and updating of  the contents 
to ensure the future of  Philosophy. 

Dr. S. K. Somaiya expressed his concern about giving 
no place to Indian Philosophy in the world scenario 
and elaborated how Indian Philosophy is interwoven 
with the social fabric of  India. Prof. J. P. Shukla gave 
chairperson’s remarks by explaining the problems 

Prof. G. Mishra presenting a bouquet to Dr. S.K. 
Somaiya, Chief  Guest of  the Inaugural Session

in the field of  teaching philosophy. The session was 
coordinated by Dr. Sushim Dubey and it ended with a  
vote of  thanks by Dr. (Mrs.) K. Sankaranarayan.

The inaugural session was followed by the academic 
session in which three scholars– Prof. Ashok Vohra, 
Prof. P.R. Bhat and Prof. Sajiwan Prasad presented 
their papers. 
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In the next academic session, Prof. Sharmila Virkar, 
Prof. Sharad Deshpande and Prof. Balaganapathi 
Kuppam presented papers.

On 25th October, the first session started at 9.30 
a.m. Throughout the day almost twenty papers were 
presented. The academic deliberations were very inter-
esting and it was an intellectual feast for the listeners. 
Dr. Sushim Dubey, Programme Officer, ICPR  
proposed a vote of  thanks.

On 26th October, a Round table on “Democracy 
and Philosophy” was organised. It was chaired by 
G. Mishra, Member Secretary ICPR. Prof. Rakesh 
Chandra, Prof. B. Boruah, Prof. Ashok Vohra, Prof. P. 
R. Bhat and Prof. Srinivasa Rao, presented their views 
on the theme which were enjoyed immensely by the 
audience. The round table focused on how philosophy 
can locate itself  in a democratic world order as a key 
discipline with a history of  dialogism. The kind of  
curriculum and pedagogy of  philosophy and research 
done by philosophy teachers was also discussed by the 
scholars. 

Dr. Sankaranarayan, Director, K.J. Somaiya Center for 
Buddhist Studies thanked the organizers for giving 
the honour to have this symposium on the Somaiya 
campus and providing an opportunity to meet the 
stalwarts of  philosophy. The round table concluded 
with very apt remarks of  chairperson Prof. G. Mishra 
and vote of  thanks was proposed by Dr. Parineeta 
Deshpande, Asst. Director, K. J. Somaiya Centre for 
Buddhist Studies.

Round Table at the Somaiya Institute for  
Buddhist Studies

aCademiC Programme aT luCknow CenTre

World Education Day Celebration
A round table on Education in India: A Vision 
for the Future was organized by the Indian Council 
of  Philosophical Research on November ��, 2009 
commemorating Maulana Abul Kalam Azad’s Birthday 
now celebrated as “National Education Day” under 
the chairmanship of  Professor R.R.Verma. 

In the welcome speech, Professor G. Mishra Member-
Secretary of  ICPR, highlighted Maulana Azad’s 
contribution to National Education.  He remembered 
how Maulana was a votary of  neighborhood schools, 
common school system and Modern Education.  He 
quoted Nehru’s praise for Maulana’s rational approach 
to education and emphasized the contribution by way 
of  establishing UGC.

Professor P.K. Mukhopadhyaya said that different ages 
have expressed discontent with education but there 
have always been celebrated teachers. He reminded that 

Prof. R.R. Verma, Prof  P.K. Mukhopadhyaya  
and Prof. Rakesh Chandra on Round Table on  
Education in India: A Vision for the Future at  

Academic Centre, Lucknow

we have neglected the strengths of  many important 
educationists of  the past like Tagore, Satish Chandra, 
Ram Mohan Roy and Sri Aurobindo.  Modern educa-
tion emphasized scientific teaching but it must also be 
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made relevant.  He pointed out too many paradoxes 
including the inverse relation of  value education 
and value of  education.  Nation building and man 
building emphasized by Gandhi and Aurobindo must 
be combined according to him.  There is a need to 
encourage real academics and not marginalize teachers 
while promoting tutorials and coaching.

Professor Rakesh Chandra spoke about the ideological 
commitment to democracy and universalization of  
education which is based upon equal worth of  all chil-
dren.  He reminded of  �9�0 Gopal Krishna Gokhale’s 
advocacy of  compulsory primary education which still 
has not been given a budgetary allocation. He empha-
sized the need for research in secondary and higher 
education and called attention to contradictions in our 

value education especially with reference to gender, 
class and caste.

Mr. Khazan Singh from Beti Foundation said that we 
have to make a future of  education emphasizing on 
equality, fraternity and democracy. Professor Nirupma 
Srivastava, Dr. Rajni Srivastava and a large number of  
scholars raised issues on bringing education in central 
list and inclusion of  life long education for educational 
focus.

Professor Roop Rekha Verma, Member, Indian 
Council of  Philosophical Research, and Chairperson 
of  the session called attention to recognize contribu-
tion of  people like Abdul Gaffar Khan to women’s 
education in Aligarh and build on the energy provided 
by many recent policies of  education.   

akhila bharaTiya darShan PariShad  
54Th SeSSion

The 54th Session of  the Akhila Bharatiya Darshan 
Parishad (All India Philosophy Association) was held 
at Jammu under the auspices of  Jammu University, 
Jammu from 6th to 8th November, 2009. The session 
was presided over by Dr. S.N. Choudhary of  Hajipur. 
He delivered his General Presidential Address on The 
Role of  Philosophy and Philosophers in Modern World. The 
session was inaugurated by the Minister of  Higher 
Education of  Jammu & Kashmir, Hon’ble Abdul Gani 
Malik. During the inaugural function, the Vice-Chan-
cellor of  the University, Dr. Varun Sahni, announced 

the opening of  the new Department of  Philosophy 
in the University, which was welcomed by Prof  S.P. 
Dubey, Chairman, Akhila Bharatiya Darshan Parishad 
and the philosopher community attending the func-
tion. During the inaugural function Dr. Satyavrat 
Shastri and Prof. Vedkumari Ghai were felicitated. 
He opined that no university was complete without a 
department of  philosophy. The papers were presented 
in tune with the theme of  the session: The Future Shape 
of  Philosophy. Three symposia on Philosophy in School 
Education, Comparative Aesthetics and Kashmir Shaiva 
Philosophy and Culture were organized during the session 
in which eminent scholars participated. There were �� 
Endowment Lectures by senior scholars of  philos-
ophy. During this session several prizes for Junior and 
Senior philosophers were  given for research papers 
and books (written within last �0 years). The partici-
pants thanked Dr. Kedar Nath Sharma, Prof. & Head, 
Department of  Sanskrit, Jammu University and the 
Local Secretary of  the conference for making nice 
logistic arrangements. The Valedictory Function of  the 
three days’ Conference was graced by Dr. Vachaspati 
Upadhyaya, Vice-Chancellor of  Lal Bahadur Shastri 
Sanskrit University, New Delhi.

Inauguration of  the Akhila Bharatiya  
Darshan Parishad
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The 84th Indian Philosophical Congress session held 
in Mumbai University from 24th to 27th October 2009. 
The inaugural session held on 24th October and Dr. 
Chandra Krishnamurthy, Vice Chancellor of  Mumbai 
University was the chief  guest and the guest of  honour 
was Nobel Laureate Professor Amartya Sen. 

The theme of  the Session was titled ‘Values embodied 
in Indian Culture: Relevance and  Reconstruction’. 
Dr. Chandra Krishnamurthy, the Vice Chancellor of  
University of  Mumbai spoke on the significance of  
philosophy. Prof. Rekha Jhanji delivered the presiden-
tial address. 

The guest of  honour, Professor Amartya Sen, acknowl-
edged the fact that India was, without doubt, a power 
house of  ancient ideas and wisdom, a lot of  which was 
relevant even today. 

Congress session included many endowment lectures 
like “Buddha Jayanti Endowment lecture” delivered by 
Prof. Mangala Chinchore of  the Dept of  Philosophy, 
University of  Pune; “Gujarat Vidyapeeth Endow-
ment Lecture on Gandhian Philosophy and Peace” 

delivered by Professor Ramjee Singh, who empha-
sized that Mahatma Gandhi’s concept of  Peace was 
not only positive and holistic but also dynamic. On 
the Second day, symposium was held entitled “Chal-
lenges before Philosophy” chaired by Prof. S. K. 
Singh and comprising the following speakers : Dr. 
Sharat Chandra Lenka, Dr. Jyotish Chandra Basak, Dr. 
Madhubala Kumari Mishra, Dr. P. Chinnaiah. This was 
followed by the “Saiva Siddhant Endowment Lecture” 
delivered by. Dr. V. Chandrasekar who highlighted 
the hymns of  the Tevaram (�-7 Tirumurais). This 
was followed by “Swaminarayana Theistic Vedanta 
Lecture” by Professor J. A. Yajnik, Professor & Head, 
(Retired), Department of  Philosophy, Gujarat Univer-
sity, Ahmadabad. 

Valedictory session was held on 27th Oct 2009 in 
which Professor S. K. Singh, thanked local secre-
tary and Professor Shubhada Joshi for the excellent 
arrangements made for the delegates. The venue of  
the 85th Session of  the IPC was declared to be at the 
University of  Gauhati, Assam. 

84Th SeSSion oF The indian PhiloSoPhiCal  
CongreSS held aT mumbai

Inaugural Function of  IPC at Mumbai
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workShoP

Workshop at the Department of Philosophy & Religion,  
Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi

A workshop on the topic entitled ‘Future of  Philos-
ophy’ was organised by the Department of  Philosophy 
and Religion B.H.U. to mark the celebration of  Interna-
tional Philosophy Day, 2009. It was sponsored by Indian 
Council of  Philosophical Research, New Delhi. Prof. 
Kamal Sheel, Dean, Faculty of  Arts, chaired the session. 
This workshop was arranged in two sessions. In the first 
session Prof. N.S.S. Raman delivering his lecture spoke 
on  historical perspective of  philosophy. Other discus-
sants including Dr. Ananda Mishra, Dr. Sachchidanand 
Mishra, Dr. Durgesh Choudhary, Shri P.K. Bagde and 
Dr. Satish Singh participated in the lecture. 

Prof. D.N. Dwivedi, retired Professor of  philosophy, 
University of  Allahabad, said that future of  Indian 
Philosophy will be shifted to furthering values against 
the materialistic rush. Prof. D.B. Choubey, Prof. S.P. 
Pandey, Dr. J. Srivastava (MMV) and Dr. Sabhajeet 
Yadav (MGKVP) intervened as discussants of  the 
lecture. The session was presided over by Prof. A.K. 
Chatterjee, retired Professor of  Philosophy and 
Religion, B.H.U. Discussions occurring in both the 
sessions  were summarized by Prof. D.N. Tiwari who 
coordinated the workshop.

The sessions at the Workshop

A view of  the deliberations at the Workshop

PeriodiCal leCTureS

Lecture Programme by Professor Srinivasa Rao

The Academic Centre, Lucknow had organised a 
lecture by Professor Srinivasa Rao on “Equal Rights 
of  the Disadvantaged and Poor” on 28 November 
2009 at �0.00 a.m. The event was chaired by  
Professor R.R. Verma and Professor Ashok Vohra. 
There was a very good participation by scholars from 
different fields in view of  the interesting theme of  the 
lecture. 

Professor Srinivasa Rao delivering the Lecture
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Department of  Philosophy, Maharajas College, 
Ernakulam, Kerala organized one ICPR Lecture 
by Prof. A. Kanthamani, former H.O.D. of  Philos-
ophy, Dept. of  Philosophy, University of  Calicut on 
��.�2.2009. There were two sessions and around �05 
participants including the faculties and students of  
other departments of  the college attended the lecture. 
The lecture focused on transition of  Wittgenstin 
Philosophy from ‘Tractatus Logico Philosophicus to the 
Philosophical Investigation’.  

ICPR Lecture held at Maharajas College,  
Ernakulam, Kerala

A view of  the programme at the Maharaja’s College 

Lecture by Professor Michel Hulin, France

Professor Subhash Bhelke delivering the Lecture 

A series of  lectures was organized by department of  
philosophy, Fergusson College, Pune on the topic 
“The Concept of  an Ideal Person: Some Western and 
Indian Perspectives” on Thursday, the 24th December 
2009. The programme consisted of  three sessions 
including twenty minutes devoted for discussions, per 
session. First  session was devoted by Prof. Sharad 
Deshpande on “The Concept of  Fudaiman” second 
session by Prof. Pradeep Gokhale on “The Concepts 
of  Bodhisattva : Arhat”  and third session by Prof. S.E 
Bhelke on “The Concept of  Sthitaprajña”. Students 
of  not only Philosophy, but also from other disciplines 
participated in the discussions.

Lecture Series organized by Department of Philosophy,  
Fergusson College, Pune

Professor Michel Hulin from France and Professor 
Victoria Lysensko from Moscow visited the Academic 
Centre Lucknow during the month of  December 2009. 
The Centre arranged Professor Michel Hulin’s lecture 
on “From Gnosis (Knowledge) to Grace in Kashmir 
Shaivism” on 29 December 2009 at ��.00 a.m.  There 
were around 20 participants who were present during 
this lecture. Professor Navjeevan Rastogi chaired the 
session. Professor Rakesh Chandra and Professor 
Navjeevan Rastogi gave a new thrust by way of  their 
immense contribution to the theme of  the lecture and 
the discussion. The deliberations were quite interesting 
and almost all the scholars actively participated in the 
discussion.

Professor Rastogi and Professor Michel Hulin at the 
Lecture Programme
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Periodical Lecture & Panel Discussion on ‘Meta-ethics and Indian  
Ethics Form the Contemporary Perspective’ held at University of Mumbai

A periodical lecture sanctioned by the ICPR was held 
at the University of  Mumbai. The title was ‘Metaethics 
and Indian Ethics form the Contemporary Perspec-
tive’. The main speakers invited were Prof. S. Bhelke, 
Head of  the Dept. of  Philosophy, University of  Pune 
who spoke on ‘Modern Indian Predicament and Moral 
Values’ and Prof. N.G. Kulkarni, Former Head, Dept. 
of  Philosophy, Somaiya College who spoke on ‘The 
place of  reason in morals’. 

The panelists for the discussion on Meta-ethics were 
Dr. Trevor Allis, Prof. P. Seshadri and Prof. P. Jetli. 
The panel lists for the discussion on Indian Ethics 
from the contemporary perspective were; Prof. B. 
Joshi, Prof. Sharmila Veerkar, Prof. Sangeeta Pande 
and Prof. S.G. Nigal. 

The audience at the Lecture

Discussions on Indian ethics were largely focused on 
contemporary challenges of  globalization to ethical 
behaviour. The debate took place on the 2nd of  
February 20�0 at the Dept. of  Philosophy, University 
of  Mumbai, Vidyanagari Campus. 

Periodical Lectures held at Dhempe College of Arts and Science,  
and SRSN College of Arts and Science, Goa

Under the periodical lecture scheme of  ICPR the 
following lectures were jointly organized by Dhempe 
College of  Arts and Science, Miramar-Panaji- Goa; 
and P.E.S’s SRSN college of  Arts and Science; Farma-
gudi-Ponda-Goa. 

The first lecture was held at Dhempe college of  arts 
and science on 8th March at 3.�5 pm, on the topic 

– “The need for Bio-ethics and its Relevance Today” 
by Dr. Surjeet Kaur Chahal. Students and teachers 
from other institutions and disciplines attended the  
function. There were 85 participants who attended the 
lecture programme. The program was concluded with 
the vote of  thanks by Dr. Roshida Rodrigues. 

The second lecture was held on 9th March 20�0 at  
�� a.m. in SRSN college of  arts and science,  
Farmagudi-Ponda-Goa, on the topic “Matter of  the 
Mind” 

The program began by welcome address by the vice-
principal, Dr. Seema V. Kanlat-followed by guest 
speaker, Dr. S.K. Chahal who made an interesting 
presentation. The program was concluded with a vote 
of  thanks by Dr. Anjali M. Rao and the compere for 
the program was Miss Sendra Pereira.

A view of  the Periodical Lecture
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ICPR has started to provide grant to the Colleges 
for organizing periodical lectures on various areas 
of  philosophy. The aim is to promote philosophy in 

Universities/Colleges/Inst. which organized the lectures

Universities/Colleges at U.G. and P.G. level. This year 
ICPR has granted funds to twenty seven Universities/
Colleges for organizing this event.

�. Dr. (Mrs.) Zinia Da Sylva 
Head 
Department of  Philosophy 
Dhempe College of  Arts 
and Science, Miramar, Goa.

The Need for 
Bio-ethics and its 
relevance today –  
Dr. Surjeet Kaur 
Chahal.

2. Dr. Beena Isaac 
Head 
Department of  Philosophy 
University of  Kerala  
Kariavattom – 695 58� 
Thiruvananthapuram.

Habermas, Commu-
nicative Theory 
– Prof. K. Srinivas.

3. Dr. Kamala Devi  
R. Kemovienker 
Head 
PES’ SRSW College of  
Arts and Science,  
Fairragudi, Ponda

Matter of  the Mind 
– Dr. Surjeet Kaur 
Chahal.

4. Mohammad Muqim 
Head 
Department of  Philosophy 
Aligarh Muslim University 
Aligarh.

Concept of  Philos-
ophy in Indian and 
Islamic Thought  --- 
Prof. D.N. Tiwari.

5. Dr. Deepti Gangavane 
Head 
Department of  Philosophy 
Fergusson College 
Pune- 4�� 004

�. The Concept 
of  “Ideal Man in 
Western and Indian 
Perspectives – Prof. 
Sharad Deshpande 
2. Ideal Man in the 
Indian Context, 
in Buddhism, the 
Concept of  “Bodhi-
satva”. – Prof. 
Pradeep Gokhale. 
3. Concept of   
Sthitaprajña– Prof. 
S.E. Bhelke.

6. Dr. Vaijayanti A. Belsare 
Head 
Department of  Philosophy 
S.P. College, Tilak Road 
Pune– 4�� 030,  
Maharashtra.

Aesthetics : Indian 
and Western 
Tradition— 
�. Prof. G.P. Desh-
pande 2. Prof. S.E.  
Bhelke 3. Dr. Archana 
Degaokar 

7. Dr. Rajinder Kaur Rohi 
Guru Gobind Singh 
Department of  Religious 
Studies 
Punjabi University 
Patiala- �47 002

�.Contemporary Femi 
nistic Philosophy. –  
Dr. Tejender Kaur. 
2. Contemporary 
Philosophy and 
Peace Culture.–  
Dr. Manju Verma.

8. Dr. Kanchi V.S. 
Head 
Department of  Philosophy 
Moolji Jaitha College 
Jalgaon- 425 00�,  
Maharashtra.

Philosophy of  Yoga 
and its application 
in daily life for an 
improved lifestyle—
Prof. R. Venkat 
Reddy.

9. Dr. K. Sreelatha 
Head 
Department of  Philosophy 
Govt. College for Women, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
Thycand P.O.- 695 0�4

What is 
Consciousness ? –  
Prof. K. Srinivas.

�0. Prof. (Dr.) Shubhada A. 
Joshi, Head 
Department of  Philosophy 
University of  Mumbai 
Jnaneshwar Bhavan, 
Kalina,Vidyanagari, 
Santacruz (E) 
Mumbai- 400 098

Meta Ethics & 
Indian Ethics from 
a Contemporary 
Perspective –  
Prof. N.G. Kulkarni 
and  Prof.  S. Bhelke

��. Professor Priyavrat Shukla 
Head 
Department of  Philosophy 
Rani Durgawati University 
Jabalpur- 482 00�

Applied Ethics 
– Prof. A.P. Dubey

�2. Dr. Jyoti Swaroop Dubey 
Head,  
Department of  Philosophy 
Govt. M.K.B. Arts & 
Commerce College for 
Women,  
Jabalpur- 482 003, M.P.

Philosophy of  Plato 
– Prof. P.V. Shukla

S.No. Name of  the Professor/
University/Institutions

Theme of  the 
lectures

S.No. Name of  the Professor/
University/Institutions

Theme of  the 
lectures
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�4. Dr. Rajjan Kumar 
Head 
Department of  Applied 
Philosophy, M.J.P. 
Rohilkhand University, 
Bareilly- 243 006 (U.P.)

�. Prof. Saty Pal 
Gautam. 
2. The Fundamentals 
of  Values : Evaluating 
I, We and Others. –  
Dr. Bhagat Oinam.

�5. Dr. Ashok Kumar Roy 
Head 
Department of  Philosophy 
N.C. Autonomous 
College, Jajpur,  
Orissa.

�. Philosophy of  
Lord Jagannath 
2. Lord Jagan-
nath and Orissan 
culture…  
Dr. S.K. Mund and 
Dr. N.C. Padhi.

�6. Dr. Gurusharanjit Singh 
Head 
Deptt. Of  Guru Nanak 
Studies 
Guru Nanak Dev 
University 
Amritsar- �43 005

�. Applied Ethics. 
– Dr. Jasminder 
Kaur Dhillon.  
2. Awareness about 
Climatic Changes 
and their effect on 
living being. –  
Dr. Husn-ul-Chirag.

�7. Dr. (Capt.) Madan 
Mohan Das 
Reader in Philosophy 
At. Salopur College 
P.O. Salopur,  
Dist. Cuttack – 754 202 
Orissa.

Niskama Karma of  
Bhagvad Gita : Social 
Relevance  –  
Prof. Netrananda 
Malla

�8. Dr. S. Abdul Sattar 
Head 
Department of  Philosophy 
S.V.U. College of  
Humanities,  
Sri Venkateswara  
University 
Tirupati- 5�7502

�. Indian Theories 
of  Causation 
2. Philosophy, 
Science and Values 
Prof. C. Ramaiah and 
Prof. Harekrishna-
sathapathi

�9. Dr. Bhagat Oinam 
Chairperson 
Jawaharlal Nehru University 
Centre for Philosophy 
School of  Social  
Sciences 
New Delhi- ��0 067

Ethical Life –  
Prof. Mrinal Miri

20. Dr. Rama Rani 
Head,  
Department of  Philosophy 
C.M.P. Degree College 
University of  Allahabad. 
Allahabad. 

Brain, Mind and 
Consciousness 
– with special 
reference to Indian 
theories –  
Prof. Sabhajit Mishra 
Matter, Mind and 
Consciousness. 
– Prof. R.L. Singh.

2�. Fr. V. John Peter 
Head 
Department of  Philosophy 
St. Joseph’s Capuchin 
Philosophical College, 
The Friary,  
Kotagiri – 643 2�7,  
Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu

�. Philosophical 
Hermeneutics: An 
Introduction –  
Prof. S. Paneerselvam 
2. Hermeneutics & 
Vedanta Tradition      
Dr. S. Paneerselvam.

22. Prof. P.V. Ramesh 
Head 
Department of  Philosophy 
Maharaja’s College 
Ernakulam,  
Kochi- 682 0��

Philosophy of  
Ludwig Wittgenstein 
by Prof. A. Kantha-
mani

23. Dr. Ratnamala Rajkhowa 
Head 
Department of  Philosophy 
A.D.P. Haibargaon- 
782 002, Dist. Nagaon 
(Assam)

Gandhi’s Concept of  
Religion and Secular 
India by Dr. Pranita 
Devi

24. Dr. Reeta Kumari Sharma 
Head 
Department of  Philosophy 
S.S.Y.N.T. 
Mahila Maha Vidyalaya,  
Dhanbad – 826 00� 
(Jharkhand) 

Human Value– 
Dr. A.N. Bhandari

25 Ms Moonline Phukan 
Head 
Department of  Philosophy 
North Lakhimpur 
College,  
P.O.Khelmati  
Ward no.�4,  
Dist-Lakhimpur,  
Assam-78703�

Humanism of   
Dr. Radhakrishnan– 
Dr. Girish Sarmah

26 Mrs Banti Borah 
Department of  Philosophy 
S.B.M.S College 
Sualkuchi,  
P.O. Sualkuchi  
Dist-Kamrup-78��03 
(Assam)

Humanism with 
special reference to 
Radhakrishnan– 
Dr .Girish Sharma

27 Dr Shakuntla Singh 
Principal & Head 
Research Institute in 
Philosophy 
Joshi-Bedekar College 
Thane, Maharashtra

International 
Researchers 
attending Interna-
tional seminar on 
Mind, Brain and 
Consciousness

S.No. Name of  the Professor/
University/Institutions

Theme of  the 
lectures

S.No. Name of  the Professor/
University/Institutions

Theme of  the 
lectures
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Following the UNESCO decision the international 
celebration of  the World Philosophy Day was cele-
brated in Russia in 2009 since this year happens to 
be the anniversary year for the Russian philosophers 
– the 80th anniversary of  the Institute of  Philosophy 
of  the Russian Academy of  Science. The theme of  
the WPD is – “Philosophy in Cultural Dialogue”. On 
�6th Nov 2009, the inauguration of  WPD was held in 
the Assembly Hall of  the Central House of  Scientists. 
The Foreign Minister of  the Russian Federation, S.V. 
Lavrov, the Moscow City Mayor Y.M. Luzhkov and 
the Patriarch of  Moscow and All-Russia Kirill, Vice-
Chairman of  the Council of  Federation of  the Federal 
Assembly of  the Russian Federation A.P. Troshin, 
Vice-Chairman of  the Commission of  the Russian 
Federation for UNESCO, Chairman of  the Council 
of  the Federation Commission on Culture A.S. 
Dzasohov, Assistant Director-General for Social and 
Human Sciences Pierre Sané, Vice-President of  the 
Russian Academy of  Science A.D. Nekipelov, Presi-
dent of  the International Federation of  Philosophical 
Societies William McBride, Secretary-General of  the 
International Federation of  Philosophical Societies 

and the Senior Editor of  the international magazine 
“Diogenes” Luca M. Scarantino, the Commissioner 
on Human Rights in the Russian Federation (the 
ombudsman) V.P. Lukin, the Chairman of  the Inter-
national Committee for World Philosophy Day 
Director of  the Institute of  Philosophy of  the Russian 
Academy of  Science member of  the Academy A.A. 
Guseinov participated. The Chairman of  the Council 
of  Federation of  the Federal Assembly of  the Russian 
Federation  S.M. Mironov presented a paper “Philos-
ophy: responsibility for the future” on the closing of  
the WPD.

In the first plenary session that followed the inaugu-
ration, papers were presented by Jurgen Habermas 
(“Human Rights and Human Dignity”), China – by Tu 
Weiming (“Toward a dialogical civilization in the ХХI 
century”), India – by K. Ramakrishna Rao (“Relevance 
of  Gandhi in Today’s Troubled World”), Africa – by 
Paulin Hountondji (“Constructing the Universal: A 
trans-cultural Challenge”) and Russia – by V.S. Stepin 
(“The Dialogue of  Cultures and Search for New 
Values”).

WPD Celebration at Moscow, 16-19 November 2009

world PhiloSoPhy day 2009
UNESCO main Programme on World Philosophy Day  

held at Moscow
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There were ten Round Tables organised from 
November �7-�8, 2009 at the Institute of  Philosophy 
of  the Russian Academy of  Science on the topics: 
“Breaking Free from Stereotypes in the History of  
Philosophy”, “Dialogues of  Rationalities”, “Cultural 
Self-consciousness in the Era of  Globalization”, 
“Philosophical Images of  Man”, “Technological Chal-
lenges in the 2�st Century”, “Values and the Dialogue 
of  Cultures”, “Philosophy for Children”, “Common 
Cultural Grounds of  Ethnic Self-consciousness 
among the CIS and Baltic Nations” and “Teaching 
Philosophy in the Multicultural World”. 

There was a function for the exhibition and the 
presentation of  the works of  the Institute of  Philos-
ophy of  the Russian Academy of  Science, prepared 
for the World Philosophy Day: renewed edition of  
the four-volume “New Philosophical Encyclopedia”, 
twenty-one- volume library “Philosophy in Russia in 
the Second Half  of  the XX century”, “Encyclopedia 
of  the Indian Philosophy”, Encyclopedic Dictionaries 

“Antique Philosophy” and “Ethics”, new popular 
science magazine “Socrates” and special editions of  
the “Diogenes” and “Russian Studies in Philosophy”.

On �9th November, 2009 the celebrations of  the 
World Philosophy Day were continued in Saint-Peters-
burg.  A programme was organised on: “Remembering 
Philosophy Ship” at the memorial stone, where in �922 
a steamer east away carrying expelled Russian intel-
lectuals abroad on the steamship “Oberbiirgermeister 
Hacken”. 

On the whole the celebration of  the World Philosophy 
Day in Russia was a great success with �80 scholars 
participating from 43 countries along with Members of  
the Executive Committee (or the Board of  Directors) 
of  the International Federation of  the Philosophical 
Societies and UNESCO philosophy chair holders.

From ICPR side, our Chairman Prof. Ramakrishna 
Rao and Member Secretary Professor G. Mishra 
participated.

World Philosophy Day Celebrated in Collaboration with UNESCO

Dr. M. Faetanini, Programme Specialist, UNESCO 
New Delhi, (left) From the right Dr. Kapila Vatsyayan, 

M.P. & Director, Asia Project, India International 
Centre, Shri Sunil Kumar, Joint Secretary, Ministry of  
HRD and Prof. G. Mishra, Member Secretary, ICPR

Indian Council of  Philosophical Research, New 
Delhi this year celebrated the World Philosophy Day 
in Collaboration with UNESCO, New Delhi Office. 
Since 2002, UNESCO has been celebrating World 
Philosophy Day as a forum for reflection which aims 
at promoting and popularizing Philosophy. This cele-

bration, jointly organized by UNESCO and the Indian 
Council of  Philosophical Research, wishes to highlight 
the contribution of  Indian philosophy and Indian 
philosophers and thinkers in the overall promotion of  
philosophical thinking and research and to popularize 
philosophical concepts.

The main programme was held on 23rd November, 
2009 at India International Centre Annexe, New Delhi. 
Shri Sunil Kumar, Joint Secretary, Ministry of  HRD was 
the Chief  Guest and Dr. Kapila Vatsyayan, Director, 
Asia Project, India International Centre presided over 
the function. There were two Round Tables held on: 
Teaching and Learning Philosophy and Philosophy for the 
Future. The first session of  the programme started 
at 2.00pm - 2.30pm and was chaired and moderated 
by Smt. Kapila Vatsyayan, Director, Asia Project, 
India International Centre, Prof. G. Mishra, Member 
Secretary, ICPR, New Delhi and Ms. M. Faetanini, 
Programme Specialist, Social and Human Sciences, 
UNESCO New Delhi gave the Welcome and Intro-
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New Delhi office also spoke about the Planning for the 
Future. The programme ended with a vote of  thanks 
given by Dr. Mercy Helen, Director (P&R), ICPR

The expected outcome of  this celebration programme 
were �. Consolidation of  annual celebration of  
World Philosophy Day in India, 2. Revitalised coop-
eration between UNESCO and Indian  philosophical 
networks, and 3. Preparation for World Philosophy 
Day 20�0.

duction address. She expressed the UNESCO’s view 
over philosophy: The necessity of  a Philosophy 
Programme at UNESCO was underscored from the 
very inception of  the Organisation. One of  the tasks 
proposed for UNESCO in �946 by the Preparatory 
Commission of  the first General Conference of  that 
year was for a Philosophy Programme to “imbue the 
public mind with a certain number of  philosophical 
and moral notions to be regarded as a minimum equip-
ment, and which are calculated to reinforce respect for 
human personality, love for peace, hatred for narrow 
nationalism and the rule of  brute force, solidarity, and 
devotion to the ideal of  culture.”

The first Round Table on “Teaching and Learning Philos-
ophy” was co-ordinated by Dr. Deepa Nag Haksar and 
participant speakers were Prof. Srinivasa Rao, National 
Fellow, ICPR and Dr. Ranjit Nair, Chairman Institute 
of  Philosophy and Science. Second Round Table held 
on the theme “Philosophy for the Future” was co-ordi-
nated by Prof. Bhagat Oinam, JNU and participated 
by Prof. Douglas Allen, USA and Dr. Vandana Shiva. 
Mr. Armoogum Parsuramen, Director, UNESCO, 

Dr. Ranjit Nair, Chairman, Institute of  Philosophy 
and Science, “Teaching and Learning Philosophy”  

in Round Table at World Philosophy Day celebration

The Maharaja Sayajirao University, Department of Philosophy, 
of Baroda celebrated the International Philosophy Day

The Department of  Philosophy, Faculty of  Arts, The 
Maharaja Sayajirao University of  Baroda celebrated 
the International Philosophy Day on November �8, 
2009 in adherence to the guidelines given by ICPR. 
The one-day regional seminar on “Philosophy of  Man 
and Environment” was attended by more than seventy 

students and the faculty members of  the Department 
of  Philosophy, Faculty of  Arts, The Maharaja Saya-
jirao University of  Baroda. The two guest lectures 
were delivered by Prof. Y.S. Shastri, Gujarat University, 
Ahmedabad and Dr. S.S. Sharma, Saurashtra Univer-
sity, Rajkot. Prof. B.V. Kamath, Head, Department of  
Science and Co-coordinator of  a Project on Environ-
mental Studies, The Maharaja Sayajirao University of  
Baroda, Vadodara was the Chief  Guest on this occa-
sion and delivered the key-note address. 

The Chief  Guest, Prof. B. V. Kamath strongly argued 
that the environmental crisis that the mankind is facing 
today is the result of  man’s aspirations to control and 
overpower the Nature technologically. He opined, one 
cannot correct the hazards of  the modern civilization 
by moving backward. The only way to overcome this 
impasse is to take appropriate corrective measures. The deliberation at the International Philosophy Day
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Celebration of International Philosophy Day 2009 held at  
Shri Jagannath Sanskrit Vishvavidyalaya, Srivihar, Puri

Celebration of  International Philosophy Day 2009 
was held at Shri Jagannath Sanskrit Vishvavidya-
laya, Srivihar, Puri on 23 November 2009. The first 
Session included an elocution competition among the 
P.G. and M.Phil. Students of  the University ,on the 
topic “The Contribution of  Philosophy Towards the 
Present Crisis”.  After the competition, a seminar was 
conducted on the topic “The Role of  Philosophy in 
modern crises”. Scholarly papers were presented by 
the scholars of  the university and some invited digni-
taries. The students of  the P.G. Departments and the 
M.Phil. scholars as well as the Ph.D. scholars of  various 
departments of  the university actively participated in 
the seminar. Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of  the Univer-
sity Prof. Susma Kulshreshtha, Prof. Dr. K.C. Dash,  
the Senior professor of  the Department of  Nyaya, 
Prof. Pravat Ranjan Mohapatra, Head, Department of  
the Advaita Vedanta, Prof. Dr. B.K. Nayak, Professor, 
Department of  Sahitya, Dr. Divakar Mohapatra, 
HOD, Department of  Veda, Dr. Satrughna Panigrahi, 
Department of  Veda, Dr. P.M. Pattanayak, Professor 

of  Sarvadarshan were among the important personali-
ties of  the day. 

The third session was exclusively meant for Celebra-
tion of  the International Philosophy Day. Prof. Dr. 
N.K.Pati, Chairman, P.G.Council was in chair, Prof. 
Sushma Kulshrestha, Vice-Chancellor of  this univer-
sity inaugurated the function and spoke on the subject 
of  philosophy as most essential for the solution of  
the present crises like terrorism and communalism 
prevailing in the modern society. 

Vice Chancellor of  Shri Jagannath Sanskrit 
Vishvavidyalaya presiding over the function

All the lectures and discussions during the seminar 
revolved around understanding the interdependence 
of  man and environment from the philosophical, spir-
itual-religious and scientific standpoints. The students 

participated in the discussion very actively and showed 
keen concerns towards environmental degradation 
globally.

Celebration of the International Philosophy Day at  
P.G. Department of Philosophy, Ravenshaw University

The celebration of  International Philosophy Day was 
organized in the Conference Hall of  P.G. Department 
of  Philosophy, Ravenshaw University, Cuttack on 
25.��.2009. Dr. Anjali Mahapatra, Head of  the P.G. 
Department of  Philosophy welcomed the resource 
persons and delegates and briefed about the theme of  
the Seminar as “Philosophy - a rational enquiry and 
its relation to life i.e. Philosophy: Theory and Prac-
tice”. The resource person, Dr. Tandra Patnaik, Retd. 
Professor of  Philosophy, Utkal University and pres-
ently UGC Emeritus Fellow emphasized the fact that 

A View of  programme at Ravenshaw University
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for Socrates there is no gap between life and philos-
ophy, theory and practice. Philosophy is a passage 
from ignorance to wisdom, from imperfection to 
perfection.

The other resource person Prof. D. Sahoo, Retd. 
Professor of  Philosophy, B.J.B College, Bhubaneswar 

delivered his talk on the theme ‘Rationalist view of  
Life’. Dr. S. Roul, Reader of  the department proposed 
a vote of  thanks. The meeting was attended by more 
than 60 delegates from colleges inside and outside 
Cuttack and 70 students from P.G. Dept. of  Philos-
ophy, Ravenshaw University and Utkal University.

The International Philosophy Day was celebrated in 
the Department of  Philosophy, Assam University on 
the 25th of  November, 2009. With the financial help 
of  Indian Council of  Philosophical Research (ICPR), 
the Department organized a one day programme on 
the theme ‘Dialogue among Civilizations’. 

The welcome address was delivered by Dr. R.C. Majhi, 
Head of  the Department, Prof. Tapodhir Bhattacha-
rjee, Honourable Vice-Chancellor, Assam University, 
talked about the teachings of  Socrates and Plato, the 
philosophy of  truth, virtue, etc. He specially mentioned 
the necessity of  dialogue  among different cultures 
that enrich North-east India. Prof. G.C. Khan, talked 
about the Islamic philosophers like AI-Ghazali and 
Ibn Rushd who engaged themselves in philosophical 
debates. 

The speech was followed by a brief  interactive session. 
Dr. Pius V. T. presented an account of  the inter-reli-
gious dialogue of  Martin Buber. Professor Bidhan 

Bhattacherjee, Head of  the Department of  Philos-
ophy, Cachar College, talked about the relevance of  
Dara Shikoh’s philosophy. 

The programme was ended by a speech from the 
Departmental Head, Dr. R.C. Majhi. He thanked 
ICPR, for the grant without which the programme 
could not have materialized.

International Philosophy Day held at Assam University, Silchar

International Philosophy Day at the  
Assam University, Silchar

School of  Philosophy and Culture of  Shri Mata 
Vaishno- Devi (SMVD) University, Katra celebrated 
International Philosophy Day 2009 on Nov. 28, 2009. 
A panel discussion on the theme of  “Inter-relation-
ship between Philosophy, Science and Culture” 
and a lecture on “Kashmir Shaivism and Culture” 
were organized to mark the celebration. Prof. Lalit 
Mangotra, Department of  Physics, Jammu University, 
Prof. Bijoy H. Boruah, Department of  Humanities 
and Social Sciences, IIT Delhi, Prof. Veda Kumari 
Ghai, Department of  Sanskrit, Jammu University, Dr. 
Varun Kumar Tripathi and Mr. Anil Kumar Tewari, 

Celebration of International Philosophy Day 2009 at  
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, Katra, J&K

View of  the programme at Shri Mata Vaishno  
Devi University, Katra
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School of  Philosophy and Culture, SMVD University 
Katra, were the panelists. The  discussion was chaired 
by Prof. R.S. Misra, Dean, College of  Humanities 
and Social Sciences, SMVD University. Other distin-
guished guests on this occasion were Prof. K.N. 
Sharma, Head of  the Department of  Sanskrit, Jammu 
University, Prof. B. Labh, Head of  the Department 
of  Buddhist Studies, Jammu University, Prof. Suresh 
Chandra, Dean of  Students’ Welfare, SMVD Univer-
sity, Prof. Sudhir V. Thakur, Director of  the School of  
Architecture, SMVD University, Prof. Shiv Nirmohi, a 

renowned Dogri scholar, Mrs. Advaitanandini, Editor, 
Kalakosa, Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts, 
New Delhi. Students and members of  faculty from 
SMVD University, Govt. College for Women (GCW), 
Gandhi Nagar, GCW, Parade and MAM College, 
Jammu also actively participated. There were approxi-
mately seventy participants in the celebration. Lecture 
was followed by an interactive session which was initi-
ated by the commentators. The session ended with a 
vote of  thanks by the coordinator.

International Philosophy Day Celebrated in the Department of  
Philosophy, Sree Sankaracharya University, Kalady

International Philosophy Day was held in the Depart-
ment of  Philosophy, Sree Sankaracharya University, 
Kalady, on December 2, 2009. As part of  the celebra-
tion, the department has organised a one day seminar 

to reflect upon the burning contemporary issues. The 
seminar was intended to focus on the environmental 
problem from a phenomenological perspective. To 
elaborate on the various dimensions of  the theme the 
coordinator invited three scholars who are experts in 
the field. They were: Dr. Siby K. George, Assistant 
Professor of  Philosophy, Department of  Humanities 
and Social Sciences, IIT Mumbai, Dr. Nizar Ahammed, 
Director of  Centre for Convergence Studies, Calicut, 
(on “Philosophy Meets Ecology”) and Dr T.V. Madhu, 
Reader and Head, Dept. of  Philosophy, University 
of  Calicut  (on “Body as Sentience: Some Reflec-
tions on Environment”. After the presentations, there 
was a discussion session (on the papers presented in 
the seminar.) About seventy participants including 
teachers and students of  philosophy of  neighbouring 
institutions attended the program.

A view of  the International Philosophy Day  
Celebration

On the occasion of  celebration of  International 
Philosophy Day at National College, Tiruchy, the 
Chief  Guest Swami Dayanand Saraswati emphasied 
that education should aim at educating the student 
about values. “The necessity for the inclusion of  
Ethics and Culture in Equitable Standard Education 
System”, was the theme of  the seminar on the Inter-
national Philosophy Day at National College, Tiruchy. 
Shri K Raghunathan welcomed the gathering and Dr. 
N. Bhaskaran, HOD Philosophy, proposed the vote 
of  thanks.

International Philosophy Day at National College, Tiruchy

Dr. N. Bhaskaran giving the vote of  thanks
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Department of  Philosophy, M.G. Kashi Vidyapeeth 
organized a programme to celebrate the  

International Philosophy Day

M.G.Kashi Vidyapeeth, Department of Philosophy,  
celebrated International Philosophy Day

Chief  Guest of  the programme was Prof. Avadh 
Ram, V.C., M.G.Kashi Vidyapeeth, Varanasi, key Note 
Address delivered by Prof. N.S.S. Raman, Ex. Head, 
Deptt. of  Philosophy, B.H.U., Varanasi; Prof. A.K. 
Chatterji, Ex. Head, Dept. of  Philosophy, B.H.U., 

Varanasi. Presidential remarks were given by Prof. 
R.N. Giri, Ex. Head, Deptt. of  Philosophy, M.G. 
Kashi Vidyapeeth, Varanasi. 

Chief  Guest Prof. Avadh Ram in his benedictory 
address emphasized the necessity of  the study of  
philosophy. Prof. N.S.S. Raman sketched the over-
whelming importance of  Advait Vedant in Indian 
tradition which has become now an International 
Philosophy.  

In his presidential address Prof. Raghunath Giri 
expressed his views over two illusions and called them 
(i) Svarupadhyasa and (ii) Sansargadhyasa. He made 
the lecture easy for the students and concluded with 
his final remarks. 

Celebration started with the welcome address by Dr. 
Shashi Devi Singh, the Head and vote of  thanks by 
Prof. Gita Rani Agrawal. Arond �00 participants were 
present from various institutions of  Varanasi and 
nearby Districts.

A view of  the celebration of  International Philosophy 
Day at University of  Burdwan

International Philosophy Day at the Department of Philosophy,  
University of Burdwan, West Bengal

A seminar was inaugurated to celebrate the ICPR 
funded celebration of  International Philosophy Day 
at Department of  Philosophy, University of  Burdwan, 
West Bengal. Seminar inaugurated by the Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof. Subrata Pal, who laid emphasis on the 
urgent need to hold discussions on the theme of  the 
seminar like problem of  man’s relation to his environ-
ment. 

There were three technical sessions. Prof. Dikshit 
Gupta, Prof. Tirthanath Bandyopadhyay were the 
speakers for the first technical section. Prof. Sandhya 
Basu, the speaker of  Technical Session-II, argued 
in her paper that Nature and Man are ‘locked’ in a 
constant struggle. In the Technical Session-III, there 
was a Panel Discussion with eight participants. 

In the valedictory session some teacher participants 
from affiliated Colleges and faculty members expressed 
their satisfaction with the seminar. They were particu-
larly happy because the discussions were carried on 
from different perspectives – ethical, epistemolog-

ical, historical, literary economic as well as scientific. 
Research scholars and students too felt the discussion 
to be thought-provoking. Dr. Santosh Kumar Pal, 
HOD and the Deputy Director of  the seminar gave 
the vote of  thanks. Thereafter certificates of  partici-
pation were distributed to different participants. The 
seminar ended with a song, written and composed by 
Rabindra Nath Tagore.
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Institutions for the grant for the International Philosophy Day  
for the year 2009

Every year ICPR provides grants to host a Seminar or 
Special lecture programme on the occasion of  World 
Philosophy Day to various academic departments 

across the country. This year ICPR has given the grant 
to twenty departments for organizing this event.

� Professor Meenakshi 
Gupta/Professor 
Ranjan K. Panda 
Department of  
Humanities and 
Social Sciences, IIT 
Powai, Mumbai-
400076

1. Borrowed Things:  
The Future in 
William Gibson’s 
Fictions –  
Prof. Aniket Jaaware. 
2. Knowledge as 
Semantic Ability 
– Dr. Ranjan K. 
Panda. 
3. Exploring the 
Conditions of  objec-
tivity – Dr. Deepti 
Gangavane. 
4. Repositioning 
Interpretative 
Social Science after 
Postmodernism: 
Understanding, 
Interpretation and 
Self. – Dr. Koshy 
Tharakan.

2 Dr. Chandra Shekhar 
Head, Department 
of  Philosophy 
Jai Narain University 
Jodhpur-342033

Need for Philosophy 
as a core subject in 
school and Higher 
Education.

3 Dr. Santosh Kumar Pal 
Head, Department 
of  Philosophy 
The University of  
Burdwan, Golapbag, 
Burdwan-713104

�. Environmental 
Ethics. –  
Dr. Tirthanath 
Bandyopadhyay. 
2. Philosophy of   
Man and 
Environment-  
Prof. Aisit Gupta. 
3. Nature and Man 
– Dr. Sandhya Basu.

4 Professor Nitin J. Vyas 
I/c Head,  
Department of  
Philosophy 
The Maharaja  
Sayajirao University 
of  Baroda,  
Vadodara-390002

�. Philosophy of  Man 
and Environment –  
Dr. Y.S. Shastri &  
Dr. S.S. Sharma

6 Professor S.E. Bhelke 
Head,  
Department of  
Philosophy 
University of  Pune 
Pune-4��007

Future of  Philosophy 
in the Modern world

7 Professor M.A. Jalihal 
Department of  
Philosophy,  
Karnatak University,  
Dharwad-580003

On the ICPR theme

8 Dr. N. Bhaskaran 
Head,  
Department of  
Philosophy 
National College 
Tiruchirapalli-
62000� 
Tamilnadu

On the ICPR Theme

9 Dr. Bouanand Jha 
Chairman  
P.G. Department  
of  Philosophy,  
Kameshwarsingh 
Darbhanga Sanskrit 
Vishwavidyalaya 
Darbhanga-846004

Classical Indian 
Thought

S.No. Name of  the Professor/ 
University/Institutions

Theme of  the 
lectures

S.No. Name of  the Professor/ 
University/Institutions

Theme of  the 
lectures
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�0 Dr. Anjali Mohapatra 
Department of  
Philosophy 
Ravenshaw 
University,  
Cuttack

Philosophy: Theory 
and Practice –  
Prof. Tandra Patnaik.

�� Professor Nilakantha 
Pati 
Head 
Shri Jagannath 
Sanskrit Vishvavidy-
alaya, 
Shri vihar, Puri-3

On the ICPR Theme

�2 Professor V. Padma-
vathi 
Head, 
Department of  
Philosophy 
Osmania University,  
Hyderabad

The need of  Philos-
ophy as core subject 
in school and Higher 
Education

�3 Dr. Abey Koshy 
Head 
Department of  
Philosophy 
Sree Sankaracharya 
University of  Sanskrit, 
Kalady- 683574,  
Kochi, Kerala

Post Human 
Dwelling on the 
Earth: Thinking with 
Heidegger –  
Prof. Siby K. George

�4 Professor R.S. Mishra 
Dean 
College of  Humani-
ties and Social 
Sciences 
Shri Mata Vaishno 
Devi University 
Kakrayal, Katra-
�82320

Kashmir Shaivism 
and Culture of  
Kashmir. –  
Prof. Ved Kumari 
Ghai.

�5 Dr. K.J. Gasper 
Department of  
Philosophy  
Calicut University,  
Kerala

Hermeneutics of  
Dialogue

�6 Dr. Subrata Sharma 
Head, Department 
of  Philosophy 
Ramakrishna 
Mahavidyalaya,  
Kailashahar,  
Tripura-799277

Need of  Philosophy 
as a core subject in 
School and Higher 
Education. –  
Dr. Alpana Talukdar.

�7 Dr. R.C. Majhi 
Head,  
Department of  
Philosophy 
Assam University,  
Silchar

A Dialogue 
Concerning Two 
civilizations. –  
Dr. G.C. Khan

�8 Dr. Girish Sharma 
Head, Department 
of  Philosophy 
Gauhati University,  
Guwahati-�4

On the ICPR Theme

�9 Professor Kamal 
Sheel, Head,  
Department of  
Philosophy and 
Religion,  
Banaras Hindu 
University, Varanasi

Future of  Philosophy

20 Dr. Sashi Devi Singh 
Head,  
Department of  
Philosophy, 
M.G. Kashi  
Vidyapith, 
Varanasi

On the ICPR Theme

S.No. Name of  the Professor/ 
University/Institutions

Theme of  the 
lectures

S.No. Name of  the Professor/ 
University/Institutions

Theme of  the 
lectures
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Professor Yashpal releasing the book  
The Nature of Philosophy by Dayakrishna

book releaSe FunCTion

A Book Release Function was held on 5th Oct 2009 
at India International Centre, New Delhi. Professor 
Mrinal Miri former Chairman, ICPR and Editor, JICPR 
gave the welcome address. In an august gathering of  
scholars, Professor Yashpal released the book – “The 
Nature of  Philosophy” by Dayakrishna.

After the release, the first copy of  the book was 
received by Professor T.N. Madan. Professor Rakesh 
Chandra, Lucknow University and Prof. Bijoy Boruah 
IIT, Delhi, introduced the book to the scholarly audi-
ence. Professor K.R.Rao, Chairman, ICPR gave his 
presidential remarks of  the book release function 
and Professor G.Mishra, Member Secretary, ICPR,   
gave vote of  thanks. The entire programme was co-ordi-
nated by Dr. Sushim Dubey, Programme Officer ICPR.

5th Oct 2009

Releasing the Brochure, Poster and Web Portal  
for First Asian Philosophy Congress

The Indian Council of  Philosophical Research (ICPR) 
took the initiative to organize the First Asian Philos-
ophy Congress. This mega event has been collaborated 
by the Ministry of  HRD, (UNESCO, New Delhi 
office) Rashtriya Sanskrit Samsthan, New Delhi, 
ICCR, New Delhi, Somaiya Institute, Mumbai, Nav 
Nalanda Mahavihara (Deemed University), Nalanda 
(Bihar) and Jain Visva Bharati University, Ladnun.

The Poster and Brochure as the first circular informa-
tion of  the congress have been released in Mumbai by 
Dr. S.K.Somaiya in ICPR National Symposium “State 
of  Study, Teaching & Research in Philosophy in India” 
held during 23-25 Oct, 2009 at K.J. Somaiya Centre 
for Buddhist Studies, Mumbai. Prof. J.P.Shukla former 
chairman IPC, Prof  R.P.Shrivastava, Patna and Prof. 
Ashok Vohra, Prof. Srinivasa Rao and Dr. K. Sanka-
ranarayana were present during the occasion.

Dr. S.K. Somaiya releasing the Brochure and Poster 
of  the First Asian Philosophy Congress 2010 to be 

held between March 6-9, 2010 in New Delhi

A separate web portal as www.asianphilosophy.org of  
First Asian Philosophy Congress 20�0 was also opened 
on the internet, and a separate e-mail service has been 
initiated exclusively for responding to the query of  
Congress work as info@asianphilosophy.org

CelebraTion oF vigilanCe week
Vigilance week was observed in ICPR Office on 19th 
November 2009. A programme was held at Darshan 
Bhawan, ICPR, New Delhi with Shri Upamanyu Basu, 
Director, Department of  Higher Education, Ministry 
of  HRD, New Delhi as the main speaker and with 
Prof. G. Mishra, Member Secretary ICPR chairing the 
programme. It was attended by all the staff  members 

of  ICPR. In his brief  speech, Shri Basu spoke about 
the need for transparency, alertness and foresight so 
as to discharge the duties and responsibilities in most 
appropriate manner. 

During the Vigilance week constitutional pledge was 
also taken by all the staff  members of  the ICPR. 
Pledge was read by Dr. Arun Mishra, Director(A).
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special discount of 60% on ICPr Publications  
till 30th december 2010

Only for ICPR fellows (JRF, GF, etc.) and life subscribers of   
Journal of  Indian Council of  Philosophical Research (JICPR).

ANNOUNCEMENT

*Mailing/Postage charges will be extra.

The Order may be sent to Dr. Sushim Dubey, Programme Officer, ICPR (sdubey@icpr.in) 
along with the D.D. drawn in favour of  “ICPR” payable at New Delhi. 

THIS OFFER IS VALID UP TO 30TH DECEMBER 2010 OR TILL THE STOCK LASTS.

S.No. Title of  Book Author/Editor Publication 
Year

Price*

�. Good Teacher and Good Pupil Kireet Joshi 2002 600/-
2. Discussion and Debate in Indian 

Philosophy
Daya Krishna 2004 450/-

3. The Philosophy of  Suresh Chandra R.C. Pradhan 2004 300/-

4. Heteroclitic Fragments and  
Heretical Comments

A.P. Rao 2004 250/-

5. Narayana Guru Nitya Chaitanya Yati 2007  
2nd edition

350/-

6. India’s Intellectual Tradition Daya Krishna 2003  
2nd edition 

420/-

7. The Philosophical Papers of   
J.N. Chubb

H.M. Joshi 2005 650/-

8. The Philosophy of  Ganeswar 
Mishra

B. Kar 2006 240/-

9. Philosophy of  Value-Oriented 
Education

Kireet Joshi 2002 325/-

�0. Philosophy Culture and Value R.C. Pradhan 2008 280/-
��. Auth. & Sub, Index JICPR Vol.XX R.S. Bhatnagar 2008 335/-
�2. The Central Problems of  Bhartri-

hari’s Philosophy
D.N. Tiwari 2008 530/-

�3. Inter Civilizational Dialogue of  
Peace

M.S. Sondhi 2008 435/-

�4. Tradition and Truth Ishita Banerjee 2009 490/-
�5. Ethics Language and Tradition B. Kar 2009 550/-
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Mohanty’s expertise in Navya Nyāya and Advaita 
Vedānta. Later on in Germany, Mohanty was engaged 
in doctoral research at Göttingen under the super-
visory guidance of  Professor Herman Wein, and 
eventually earned a Ph.D. from that glorious Univer-
sity. His engagement with philosophical research was 
enriched by his simultaneous study of  Mathematics 
with Professor Max Deuring. Not just that, he had 
the remarkable fortune in, and unstinted initiative of  
interacting with the legendary mathematician David 
Hilbert and the no less legendary physicist Werner 
Heisenberg. Tutored by teachers of  the highest 
intellectual quality ever available in the history of  
humanity, Professor Mohanty is understandably what 
he is today in the world of  scholarship of  enviable 
excellence.  

On the non-academic personal side, Professor 
Mohanty grew up seeing and living with highly ideal-
istic and motivated members of  the family. The war 
of  Indian independence had its toll on his extended 
family too, with several family members going to jail 
heeding the call of  Mahatma Gandhi, while a few 
others following the footsteps of  Karl Marx and 
Subhash Chandra Bose. Professsor Mohanty had the 
opportunity to grow up under the inspiration of  his 
maternal uncles, the noted Gandhians Gopabandhu 
Chaudhury and Naba Krishna Chaudhury, and other 
members like Rama Devi and Malati Chaudhury, 
who spent their entire lives working for the uplift of  
the oppressed people. Professor Mohanty had warm 
personal rapport with Vinoba Bhave, one of  the 
greatest Gandhians whom we know as the legendary 
“walker for humanity”. With Bhave, Professor 
Mohanty walked for humanity for a while, accom-
panying his historic steps through villages and towns 
and taking part in his Bhoodan movement.

A philosopher of  course is as much a human being as 
he is a philosopher, and the human side of  Professor 
Mohanty had just as impressive a course of  develop-
ment as his philosophical side. Thus a life of  philosophy 
developed hand in hand with a philosophy of  life in him. 
Living in the midst of  plenty, he was able to develop 
a deep and serious concern for suffering and poverty 
prevailing all around. Perhaps this occasion is a fitting 
moment for us to mention that Professor Mohanty 
has donated his entire share of  landed property for 
the construction of  a school for poor children named 
“Vivekananda Memorial High School” at his native 
village in Orissa.

While Professor Mohanty’s scholarship in European 
Phenomenology is second to none, his grounding in 
the philosophical traditions of  Advaita and Nyāya 
is unquestionably great, even phenomenal. While 
he was greatly influenced by Husserl, Heidegger 
and many other German and European thinkers, 
in many ways his deep knowledge of  their philoso-
phies only led him back to a deeper understanding 
and appreciation of  the nuances of  Indian Philos-
ophy. Mohanty is probably the only one who can 
speak about both the Western and the Indian tradi-
tions with astounding authority, great precision and 
invaluable insight. Author of  about twenty books 
and around 250 research articles on different streams 
of  philosophy, Professor Mohanty, the world patri-
arch of  World philosophy, is even now very active 
philosophically through his writings and speeches.  

Very few of  us know that Professor Mohanty does 
not have just some familiarity with Sanskrit imparted 
to him during his college days in Calcutta, as it 
was customary during those days in upper middle 
class families. He in fact is very much a world-class 
Sanskritist. His grounding in both Sanskrit and 
German languages is extra-ordinary. He was using 
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original Sanskrit texts like Advaita-siddhi of  Madhu-
sudana to teach Indian philosophy and Kröner’s Vom 
Kant bis Hegel to teach German philosophy. His own 
works like Husserl’s Theory of  Meaning and Phenomenology 
and Ontology grew out in part from his own lectures 
on epistemology. In �982, Professor Mohanty was a 
Visiting Fellow at All Souls College, Oxford, and he 
used the Sanskrit resources there in order to advance 
the preparation of  his famous book Reason and Tradi-
tion in Indian Thought. Among other things, he got 
Michael Dummett started on an intensive study of  
Husserl at the University of  Oxford. Working at 
places like Calcutta, Burdwan, Freiburg and Norman, 
Professor Mohanty retired from Oklahoma and later 
moved to Temple University, USA, where he is still 
teaching as an Emeritus Professor. 

His autobiography, appropriately titled Between Two 
Worlds: East and West, stands as a glowing testimony 
to his penetrating and insightful analysis of  philo-
sophical views and concepts. Unlike some Indian 
philosophers who have their roots and training 
in Western philosophy, and much later in life, and 
mostly in their old age, move on to Indian philos-
ophy in a desperate search for their philosophical 
identity, Professor Mohanty always had his roots in 
his native ethos and moved on to explore Western 
thought with both his Indian moorings and inquiring 
spirit very much intact. Both traditions belong to him 
as much as he belongs to both the traditions. He is 
himself  a world between the two worlds.

Having traveled far and wide in both the world of  
philosophy and the real world, and after a lifetime of  
research in phenomenology and analytic philosophy, 
it has been an edifying experience, both emotionally 
uplifting and intellectually challenging, to return to 
his roots –  to where he started. Professor Mohan-
ty’s academic life has been exclusively dedicated to 

the pursuit of  philosophical ideas and he is very 
deservedly considered to be an authority in many 
branches of  philosophy. Devoted to an intellectual 
and cultural synthesis between tradition and moder-
nity, between East and West, Professor Mohanty’s 
life throws a flood of  light on the environment and 
circumstances surrounding the life and thinking of  
a philosopher. An exceptionally gifted exponent of  
the very difficult philosophies of  Edmund Husserl 
as well as of  Advaita Vedānta and Navya Nyāya, his 
journey through philosophy is a brilliant example of  
a pilgrimage of  a philosopher who saw the rise and 
decline of  Logical Positivism and also the rehabilita-
tion of  metaphysics. He is not just an eye-witness 
to all this; he is very much a major participant in the 
development of  world philosophies. It would not be 
an exaggeration to say that because of  his very broad 
range of  expertise starting from Sanskrit to Physics 
through Mathematics, he also has the unique ability 
to speak in a language which enables disparate tradi-
tions of  the East and the West to understand each 
other, enabling them to make sense of  philosophical 
globalization as a realizable goal. One can under-
stand his depth through the laurels expressed by B.K. 
Matilal, Karl Potter and many others, who have felt 
that he is the best exponent of  Indian philosophy 
of  our times. Another of  his kind is indeed hard to 
find.

The Indian Council of  Philosophical Research is 
very privileged to have the opportunity of  conferring 
her Lifetime Achievement Award on such a remark-
ably renowned philosopher like Professor Jitendra 
Nath Mohanty, who not only brings about a fusion 
of  disparate horizons of  learning and a synthesis 
between Eastern and Western Philosophies, but also 
exempflies in his own personal life as a synthesis of  
wisdom and humility, embodying a delightful union 
of  vidyā  and vinaya.


