
The Citation at the Investiture Ceremony  
presenting Padma Award to  

Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao, Chairman, ICPR

Professor Koneru Ramakrishna Rao, Chairman of  the Indian Council of  Philo-
sophical Research, is an academic scholar, educationist and administrator of  
international repute. He is a leading Indian thinker, who has earned world-
wide recognition and reputation for his research in the fields of  philosophy and 
psychology. Prof. Koneru Ramakrishna Rao’s continuing efforts spanning over 
one half  of  a century are directed at building intellectual and cultural bridge 
between East and West, helping to place the discipline of  Indian psychology on 
the international academic map, providing scientific and systematic interpreta-
tions of  classical wisdom in contemporary context, and carrying out seminal 
researches for enhancing human potentials. 

Born on October 4, 1932, Professor Rao studied at Andhra University and the 
University of  Chicago and obtained Ph.D. and D.Litt. degrees in philosophy 
and psychology respectively. He served as Professor of  Psychology and Vice-
Chancellor at Andhra University. He worked at Duke University and served as 
the Executive Director of  the Foundation for Research on the Nature of  Man 
in USA. Author of  15 books and over 200 research papers, Professor Rao’s writ-
ings were translated into Japanese, German, Spanish and Italian languages. He 
also served as the Advisor to Government on Higher Education and Chairman 
of  the A.P. State Council of  Higher Education. 

Professor Ramakrishna Rao is one of  the leading Gandhian scholars. His book 
“Gandhi and Pragmatism” published during Gandhi centenary year established 
Prof. Rao as a Gandhian scholar of  national eminence. His most recent book 
“Gandhi and Applied Spirituality” is an outstanding contemporary interpreta-
tion of  Gandhian thought and action. It throws light on the amazing relevance 
of  Mahatma’s thought and action to current concerns of  humankind, especially 
identity-violence and terror. 

Professor Rao has left an indelible imprint as a crusader for reforming educa-
tion for all-round development of  the person, following Gandhian ideas to link 
classrooms with community activity, and to make education reach the widest 
possible sections of  the society while serving as Vice-Chancellor of  Andhra 
University, Chairman of  the Andhra Pradesh State Commissionerate of  Higher 
Education, Advisor to A.P. Government on Education and Chair of  a number 
of  state and national level committees. He was elected three times as the Presi-
dent of  Parapsychology Association, an international society of  scientists based 
in USA, and twice as President of  Indian Academy of  Applied Psychology. 
Professor Rao has been conferred honorary doctoral degrees by several well-
known universities, including his alma mater Andhra University.
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We are indeed honoured to have in our midst 
Dr. Manmohan Singh ji, Prime Minister 
of  India, to recognize and honour the 

contributions and achievements of  two eminent 
philosophers, Professor D.P. Chattopadhyaya and 
Professor R. Balasubramanian who have contributed 
enormously to the revival of  Indian Philosophy.

Indian philosophers in the past suffered the ravages 
of  colonial domination and subjugation. They repre-
sented a poor imitation of  Western thought and were 
an ineffective force in leading the nation, both in the 
pre and post-independence era. We must acknowledge 
our debt to Indira ji for her vision and foresight to 
revive original Indian philosophy by conceptualizing 
and setting up of  the Indian Council of  Philosophical 

ADDRESS BY SHRI KAPIL SIBAL, MINISTER OF HRD

At the ICPR Life Time Achievement Award Function  
on 22nd December 2010

Research at a time when she was engrossed and occu-
pied with other more pressing tasks in the difficult 
days of  the emergency.

Sir, as you are aware there are many institutions that 
are fortunate to have visionary founders but may not 
be  equally fortunate to have dedicated and creative 
builders. I must say that ICPR has been fortunate that 
Professors Chattopadhyaya and Balasubramanian, who 
headed it, have set example of  impeccable commit-
ment to excellence and original thought. I salute the 
two architects of  the ICPR and their successors for 
their contribution to nation building. 

Sir, it is often said that education is life and life is 
education. Education helps us to develop our spiri-
tual individuality, leading to self-realization. A central 
theme in our philosophy has been that of  oral and 
social aspects that link abstract philosophy to practical 
issues of  how one should conduct oneself  in one’s 
personal life and social interactions. Needless to say 
that the two cannot be separated as they are intimately 
intertwined, especially in the context of  contemporary 
society. We thus need to synthesize and integrate our 
unique ‘Indian Philosophy’ and align to the present, 
drawing inspiration from our great philosophical 
works. The ICPR is perhaps in a position to initiate 
such a task. 

Sir, we all recognize that in the current scenario 
liberal education in India is a casualty. Young brilliant 
students opt for more lucrative professional streams 
leading to societal distortion reflected in our soci-
etal values. I believe the time is ripe to bring about 
a balance between the professional and applied disci-
plines on the one hand and basic ones on the other, 
that is between the ‘outer’ and ‘inner’ disciplines. This 
hiatus between professional and liberal programmes 
is evident even in the amount of  fellowships that are 
accorded to ICPR fellows, which is far lower than UGC 
fellowships. Sir, as a first step, we are making the two 
compatible. Later in the day, Sir, I seek to discuss with 
ICPR Fellows assembled here how we could make the 
study of  philosophy more appealing and attractive to 
our talented youth.

Shri Kapil Sibal, Hon’ble Minister of   HRD,  
Govt of  India
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SHRI KAPIL SIBAL, MINISTER OF HRD  
AT THE BOOK-RELEASE FUNCTION

Cognitive Anomalies, Consciousness and Yoga,  
By K. Ramakrishna Rao  

on 22nd December, 2010 at New Delhi

At the outset I have a confession and an 
apology to make. About a month ago, when 
Prof. Rao called on me to request to release 

the book, I was rather diffident - first as the subject of  
the book was a little forbidding; second I was hesitant 
to go through the exhaustive compilation so pains-
takingly researched by the author, and third for the 
professional zeal and eye for detail of  the author, I 
knew that the book would be extremely heavy reading.  
Nonetheless, I agreed to do so.  But subsequent events 

Shri Kapil Sibal, Honb’le Minister of  HRD, Govt. of  India speaking   
at the book-release function

have taken place at the political, professional and 
personal levels that have drawn heavily on my time 
and I must confess that I have had no adequate time 
to do justice to the magnum opus that Professor Rao has 
so painstakingly penned. I could just manage enough 
time to glance through it – my sincere apology.

My acquaintance with cognition and cognitive science 
commenced around six years ago, when as the Minister 
of  Science and Technology I visited the National 
Brain Research Institute that we had then just set up at 
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Manesar. I was astounded by the progress that scien-
tists were making to unravel God’s mysteries.  The 
study of  consciousness and life is often regarded as 
a field pertaining to philosophy, psychology and the 
so-called metaphysical sciences, but I saw hardcore 
physical scientists dealing with the studies of  living 
beings and even lifeless matter also seek to study this.

But then I realized that Albert Einstein presented 
the hypothesis of  grand unification of  cosmic forces 
which seemed to reflect the visualization of  the 
subtler, higher and deeper dimensions of  existence.  
These aspects, I was told, were realized by the Rishis 
in Vedic times too.

Ever since the time of  Einstein, research in particle 
physics has been focused on the subtler forms of  
matter (from atom to quark, and gradually to anti-
matter…) and with the deciphering of  the complexities 
of  the biomolecules and DNA, it is becoming more 
and more evident that the living system exists in an 
unimaginably subliminal form that could ultimately 
be perceived, in the gross world, only as an energy-
packet of  consciousness.  Albert Einstein, through his 
concept of  ‘Pure Thought’, was able to see the perfect 
order that exists in the universe.  He therefore accepted 
the inability of  contemporary theories and research in 
particle physics and other areas of  modern sciences in 
comprehending even a fraction of  the orderly creation 
of  the great, unknown, the absolute Spirit.

Adi Shankaracharya has mentioned about the subtle 
aspects of  the physical world in his magnum opus 
“Vivek Chudamani”, where he postulated that the 
divine source of  the (existence of  the) cosmos and 
every creature or particle in the universe are sublimi-
nally linked together and are similar in the sense of  
the similarity between ‘the sun and a glow worm’, an 
ocean and a well’, a king and a labourer’, or ‘a moun-
tain and an atom.’

Research into the atomic and subtler structures 
of  matter has paved the way towards searching the 

commonality between matter and energy.  May be, one 
day the research will be motivated towards deciphering 
the commonality between energy and consciousness.  
The discovery of  anti-matter in physics has given 
further interesting clues and impetus for studying the 
concepts of  ‘Anti-World’ and ‘Meta-Space’ mentioned 
in the Vedas and Upanishads.  Noted thinker Robert 
Ernest Hume has mentioned that the main objective 
of  the Upanishads is the search for absolute truth, ulti-
mate knowledge, and its enlightened use for the welfare 
and progress of  all creatures.  Renowned scholar Max 
Müller in his “Lectures on the Vedanta Philosophy” 
has also expressed similar views. According to him, the 
insights of  the Vedas and Upanishads have inspired 
and guided the pioneers and independent researchers 
of  ‘matter’ and ‘life’ in all ages. I am sure that our scrip-
tures will continue to further enlighten the scientific 
investigations of  the modern times as well, if  studied 
and researched in the right perspective. 

There are many ‘formulae’   given in the Upanishads, 
which explain the sublime principles of  the physical 
manifestation of  Nature and existence of  matter and 
its eternal relation with the unique universal force, 
the infinite ‘whole’.  The uncertainty principle of  the 
quantum mechanical approach, the postulations of  
particle physics, the ‘Pure Thought’ of  Einstein and 
later findings of  theoretical and experimental physi-

Offering Floral Bouquet to Shri Kapil Sibal,  
Honb’le Minister of  HRD, Govt. of  India,  

prior to the programme
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cists on quark, leptons, anti-matter and the grand 
unification of  forces, can all be seen as already implied 
in the mantras of  the Upanishads.

Prof. Hugen was initially a great critic of  the Indian 
mythology.  However, after investigating into the 
concepts of  “Super Gravity” and “Anti Gravity”, he 
also accepted that these together with the hypothesis 
of  the Black Holes could be better understood in the 
light of  the insights of  Vedic Philosophy.

I thus feel that researchers desirous of  revealing the 
secrets of  matter and life may view the Vedic knowl-
edge as a science that deals with the subtler realms 
and layers of  what has been discovered by the modern 
sciences so far. Sir James Jeans has noted that every-
thing in this world happens in a logical and reasonable 
manner like a mathematical principle.  In his view, the 
creator and controller of  this limitless absolute system 
could be none other than the Unique, Infinite, and 
Supernatural Power, named as God.

On the other hand Yoga is the practical manifestation 
that attempts to understand the nature of  the elusive 
element we know as ‘mind’ – its different states of  

being, impediments to growth, afflictions and the 
methods of  harnessing it for the achievement of  
absolute self-realization.

 Modern scientists, I feel, need to attempt deciphering 
the mysterious  universe more deeply by considering the 
existence of  the subliminal forms of  subatomic parti-
cles and perceivable energies in the infinite currents of  
the ultimate ‘energy’ of  the Omnipresent Conscious-
ness Force, which so far, has been left for metaphysical 
research in philosophy. An open minded integrated 
research in focused areas of  physical, biological and 
cognitive sciences and spirituality would prove to be 
very fruitful towards unfolding of  the hidden linkages 
of  matter and life and the super-unifying principle of  
“Sarvam Khalvidam Brahman” – All this is Brahman. 

From whatever little I could read the book, I feel it 
truly embodies three monumental works, which could 
be read either separately on their own or together if  
one has the patience and willpower to get a holistic 
and comprehensive understanding.  It is indeed a great 
contribution to our knowledge base. My sincerest 
appreciation of  Prof. Rao’s monumental labour of  
love.
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CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS

Towards a Spiritual Philosophy

Philosophy in the classical Indian tradition 
is more than theory and speculation about 
who we are and our place and destiny in the 

universe. It is no less concerned with applying knowl-
edge to enhance human potential and improve human 
condition. In order to do this it has become necessarily 
holistic rather than analytical, appropriately drawing 
from all relevant disciplines. While other subject areas 
like physics and paleontology deal with knowledge 
divided into separate segments, philosophy takes a 
synthetic approach to combine facts from different 
segments to generate wisdom aimed at transforming 
the person and the society. Philosophy in India is never 
removed from life, rather is intimately involved with it, 
whether it preached privacy and renunciation or active 
participation in the social process. 

Philosophy is not for the recluse and the other worldly 
even when a philosopher lives in seclusion or advo-
cates renunciation. Philosophy is a wisdom discipline, 

Professor K.R. Rao addressing the philosophers gathered from different parts  
of  the world at the World Philosophy Day Celebrations-2010,  Teheran, Iran

as its etymological meaning suggests. Wisdom is always 
problem-centered, action-oriented, and consequently 
context-relevant. 

When philosophy began as a wisdom discipline some 
three thousand or more years ago as self-reflection, all 
knowledge, whether it is now called physics or physi-
ology, sociology or law, was part of  philosophy itself. 
Now the situation is enormously more complex and 
the outcome of  our reason and reflection gets divided 
depending on the area of  focus. So we have a variety 
of  seemingly independent disciplines, whose origins 
can, however, be traced to philosophical reflections in 
the past.

Today, philosophy in some useful sense remains 
without a substantive content, limiting itself  to meth-
odological and conceptual issues. Without disputing 
the merits of  this approach, we can readily see that the 
ground condition, the subject matter of  philosophy, 

The Indian Perspective of Spirituality
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in this view is the knowledge accumulated in other 
disciplines. Philosophy feasts on the facts garnered 
by other so-called sciences and subject areas. If  one 
takes a diametrically opposite approach and argues 
that all knowledge in its  ultimate sense comes under 
the scope of  philosophy, then it also stands to reason 
to think that philosophy is necessarily an inter-disci-
plinary endeavor that helps to order, interpret and 
assimilate knowledge gained from other fact finding 
disciplines.

Also, philosophical pursuit is necessarily inter-
disciplinary, because philosophy is contextual, 
culture-relevant and problem centered. It can be 
profitably pursued as an interdisciplinary endeavor.  
However, the question arises as to what the purpose 
of  all this is about.  The purpose is none other than 
transformation of  the person and the society.  I am 
persuaded that Indian philosophies from the early 
beginnings have espoused this notion. 

Recall how the different strands of  Buddhism, 
Sāmkhya-Yoga, and Advaita Vedānta have all dealt 
with the human predicament of  ignorance and conse-
quent suffering. Situated in a sea of  suffering, we are 
told, human endeavor is to swim to the shores of  
bliss. Caught in a cocoon of  our own creation, we 
humans are conditioned and contained. Fortunately 
we have the resource in the agency of  the mind to 
meet the existential challenges and the predicament 
of  being bonded. We are told by the Buddha and 
other sages of  wisdom that we can overcome the 
congenital ignorance, break the simmering samskńras 
in the unconscious and act free to know the truth and 
conquer suffering. We are not born free; but we can grow to 
be free. The resource is the mind; the road map is the 
philosophy of  life, which appeared to at least some 
of  the thinkers as the deconstruction of  the ego for 
personal growth, transformation of  the selfish gene 
into altruism, ego-transcendence, and celestial love. In 
the Indian tradition, such is the centrality of  philos-
ophy in life. There are good reasons to believe that 
philosophical thought has a significant role to play in 
the 21st century in steering humans to greater heights 

of  happiness. The importance of  that role would be 
proportional to the extent philosophy is pursued at an 
interdisciplinary level, transcending its self-imposed 
isolation. Also, philosophy should be pursued in a 
context-relevant manner, giving up the pretense of  
being universal and “non-local” in the sense of  being 
independent of  time and space.   

Spiritual Philosophy of  Gandhi

It is the native identity that is hallmark of  Mahatma 
Gandhi’s thought and action. It is this identity that 
appealed his philosophy to Indians as well as others 
and made it look original. In Gandhi’s view violence, 
ego, desire, and greed on the one hand and nonvio-
lence, compassion, benevolence, and altruism on 
the other are part of  human nature. However, while 
nonviolence is intrinsic to human condition, violence 
is adventitious arising from the existential conditions. 
Nonviolence is natural and violence is alien to human 
nature. This is quite the opposite of  the Hobbesian 
thesis that man is a power hungry, amoral, self-serving 
and hedonistically driven animal held back by reason 
and fear from perpetual aggression and violence. For 
Gandhi, humans are essentially morally bound, loving 
and nonviolent beings who are driven to exploit others 
and engage in violence by the existential conditions of  
uncontrolled physical appetite and the lopsided devel-
opment of  the ego and the attendant desires, cravings 
and frustrations that bias the person and distort truth. 
The ego is the agent of  self-reference, the seat of  iden-
tity and source of  conflict. It is the one governed by 
the pleasure principle and driven by physical appetites. 
It indeed shrouds the intrinsic altruism, the inner core 
of  one’s being. The true “self ” is altruist and reflexive 
of  the universal; and it is dedicated to common good. 
For example, the process and practice of  satyńgraha are 
designed to decondition the satyńgrahŧ from the learned 
habits of  violence, to free the person from prejudice 
and enable him to unmask truth by dispelling igno-
rance and deconstructing the ego. Simultaneously,  
they also generate spiritual force that helps transform 
those on the other side by breaking down their biases, 
prejudices and ignorance so as to reflect on one’s true 
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self. So they are awakened to their conscience and the 
inherent altruistic nature. This is the psychology that 
Gandhi learned from his tradition. He philosophized 
it in remarkable ways and applied it in several areas 
that included economics, sociology, education, and of  
course, politics.

Readiness to suffer on the part of  the satyńgrahŧ who 
eschews violence when provoked and offers instead 
nonviolent resistance would have the effect of  
emotionally influencing the mindset of  the adversary, 
to lower his defenses, correct the cognitive errors 
and uncloud consciousness so that reason and truth 
would prevail. Continued persistence on the nonvio-
lent path is likely to open channels of  communication, 
ease tensions, lessen prejudice, and lead to a mutually 
satisfying resolution of  the conflict. Several of  the 
recorded successes of  satyńgraha belong to this level. 
There is, however, another level, which, according to 
Gandhi, constitutes the core of  satyńgraha. It is more 
than rational persuasion and psychological appeal. It is 
nothing less than conversion to truth. One is tempted 
to say that it is a kind of  spiritual realization, transfor-
mation brought about by the truth force generated by 
the satyńgrahŧ’s conduct of  exemplary altruist action. It 
awakens the conscience of  the opponent. The trained, 
true satyńgrahŧ is like a yogin performing miracles. 

Gandhi repeatedly stated that nonviolence practiced 
in the various political movements in India is the 
nonviolence of  the weak. It is the reason why it failed 
to stop the Hindu-Muslim conflict and the incidents 
as in Noakhali. Nonviolence, Gandhi was emphatic, 
is not merely suppression of  violence but positive 
force born of  love and compassion and strict adher-
ence to truth. Only such a force can bring about the 
“magical” transformation of  the adversary to realize 
truth and act altruistically. Gandhi did not live long 
after India’s independence to carry out experiments 
to test the implications of  the concept of  truth-force. 
His satyńgraha struggle in India was largely confined to 
secure political freedom to the country. Toward the 
end of  his life there was a striking disappointment at 
the outburst of  Hindu-Muslim riots and his inability 
to prevent them. He admitted that the satyńgrahŧs at the 

time did not rise to the spiritual level to generate the 
truth-force by their own practices. Satyńgraha is more 
than a mass movement. It is a moral force. The latter 
requires the inner development of  the satyńgrahŧ. This 
realization led Gandhi to increasingly moralize than 
problematize in dealing with issues of  conflict. 

Gandhi’s thoughts are an excellent example of  
contextual and transformational philosophy, which is 
essentially spiritual.  The change brought about in the 
other (the adversary) by satyńgraha of  the strong prac-
ticing nonviolence is truly anomalous in that it does 
not fit into the basic rational principles relating to the 
transformation of  the adversary.  The transforma-
tion is almost “magical”.  I cannot conceive of  any 
rational understanding of  the successful satyńgraha of  
the strong.  Therefore, we are led to postulate another 
level of  human interaction.  For want of  a better term, 
we may call it spiritual.  Gandhi’s descriptions of  and 
prescriptions for satyńgraha, which in many respects 
mimic yoga practice, eminently fit such an interpre-
tation. Satyńgrahŧ is a yogin who transforms himself  
and also brings about the magical transformation of  
others by his spiritual force.  Indeed, it may be consid-
ered the secret of  the synthetic stance of  Indianness 
in which contraries coexists without conflict.

Gandhi’s philosophy is thus contextual and transfor-
mational.  Nonviolence is seen as transforming the 
individual as well as the society.  Classical Indian philos-
ophy in general is transformational.  Reaching kaivalya, 
moksa or nirvńn.a is essentially a transformational 
experience.  The quintessential characteristic of  the 
transformation is bridging the gap between knowing 
and being, belief  and behavior, as is aptly implied in 
the Upanishadic statement “to know Brahman is to 
be Brahman”.  This kind of  a transformation cannot 
be brought about at the rational level.  One has to 
go beyond.  For example, Vedānta speaks about three 
levels of  knowledge process – sravana, manana and 
nididhyńsana.  Sravana is empirical (sensory) knowing.  
Manana is rational learning.  Nididhyńsana is meditative 
realization of  truth.  At the level of  nididhyńsana, the 
gap between knowing and being disappears.  A scholar 
is transformed into a saint.
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Relevance of  Spiritual Philosophies

I believe that spiritual philosophies have great rele-
vance in the current context.  I briefly mention two 
areas: One of  the continuing challenges is the modern 
man’s existential predicament, the asymmetry between 
our knowledge of  “external” and “inner” worlds, 
between what we see around and what we experi-
ence within.  There is a frightening gap between our 
enormous ability to control and exploit the physical 
forces and our dismal failure to deal with ourselves. 
Then, there is the worrying gap between the values 
we preach and those we practice.  All these appear 
to be a consequence of  the extraordinary success in 
conquering the external world and the misplaced belief  
that the “inner” world of  the mind can be understood 
in a similar manner and with the same methods as 
the external.  The sage of  twentieth century and the 
father of  Indian nation, Mahatma Gandhi, was acutely 
aware of  this.  His thought and action were attempts 
to correct this asymmetry and imbalance and bridge 
the gap between the knowledge of  ourselves and the 
external world.   What we learn from Gandhi is that 
this can be done only at a trans-rational level and not 
by simple reason and logic, which are the guide posts 
of  physical sciences.  The human sciences seem to 
involve in addition another dimension of  interaction.  
It is the spiritual dimension.

Another challenge before us is the manifest diversity in 
the world.  It can be a boon to build a colourful coali-
tion of  coexisting identities in a harmonious global 

community.  Or it can threaten the very survival of  
human species on the planet.   Unity in diversity and the 
sustainability of  pluralism are predicated on a possible 
synthesis.  Reason and logic are unlikely the tools that 
serve this purpose because analysis is their method.   
Analysis brings out the distinctiveness and not unity.  
Spirituality is the tool of  synthesis.   It enables one to 
overcome dichotomies and resolve paradoxes.

To conclude: what are “really real” are not some 
eternal truths but existential problems.  These are 
more than semantic.  Philosophers need to go beyond 
linguistic analysis and clearing conceptual confusions.  
They should address the problems of  life and living.  
Thoughts that are not translated into action and values 
that one does not practice are empty and worthless.   
Philosophical problems arise because of  the mani-
fest incongruity between one’s thought, passion and 
action.  Transition from thought to action is not 
always smooth.  There is often a gap between knowing 
what is right and doing what is right.  A number of  
fundamental issues arise from this existential predica-
ment posing serious challenges to philosophers.  No 
arm-chair speculations, mere rational thought devoid 
of  relevance to the existential context, would do.  
Philosophy is bound by the culture that surrounds it; 
and there can be no perennial philosophy which is not 
culturally relevant and context-driven.  Philosophy, 
therefore, should be contextual and transformative 
at the level of  individual as well as society.  Spiritual 
philosophies are among those best suited for bringing 
out such transformations.

Prof. G. Mishra, who served as the Member 
Secretary of  the ICPR, returned to Chennai 
and rejoined the Department of  Philosophy at 
Madras University.

Professor G. Mishra

BYE, BYE MISHRA JI!
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Mahatma Gandhi was a man with many facets, and he 
could be the needed inspiration to humankind.  He was 
a consummate artist and an accomplished craftsman, a 
resolute scientist and an astute thinker. His satyńgraha, 
for example, is an art as well as a science.  The Indian 
Council of  Philosophical Research in association with 
a number of  other sister institutions announces the 
International Event, Gandhi-Rama 2012, to discuss 
the thought and to experience the person of  Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi during August of  2012  in New 
Delhi.  Gandhi-Rama 2012 is designed to be a kaleido-
scope of  international and interdisciplinary reflections 
on the Mahatma, his person and philosophy.

In the world tormented by terror and troubled by the 
menace of  violence and exploitation, Gandhi’s message 
of  peace, nonviolence and altruism is a ray of  hope.  In 
the storm of  globalization that threatens to uproot the 
face-to-face relations and wipe out individual identities 
with the rising tides of  global corporations, Gandhian 
ideas of  localization and grassroots empowerment 
may be the support structures we need to restore the 
lost individual,  to hold our identities together and yet 
work for common good.  In the midst of  insatiable 
appetite to consume and the consequent destruction 
of  our natural surround, the simplicity and grandeur 
of  Gandhi’s life may be the beacon light to show the 
way to conserve and not consume, and how one may 
be happy without exploiting others.

Gandhi belongs to every realm of  human affairs.  He 
has become an archetype in our psyche so that, when 
we think of  him, many images emerge.  Again, Gandhi’s 
life, his writings and even his attire are remarkable for 
their simplicity.  They were elegant without being elab-
orate.  They were effective without being pretentious.

Gandhi-Rama 2012 is an occasion to bask in the many 
faceted glories in Mahatma’s life, which could give 
one a truly transformational experience.  The confer-
ence would also enable us to examine and explore in 
a critical and constructive manner the message of  the 
Mahatma in his person and philosophy, which could 
profoundly influence the future of  humankind.  As we 
struggle to cope with a plethora of  problems arising 
from the fast moving pace of  physical science and 
technology and the relative lack of  progress in human 
science, Gandhian way could be a bridge to connect 
the “outer” and “inner” worlds, as it were.  Gandhi-
Rama is an honest attempt to depict Gandhi as an icon 
to inspire and not an idol to worship.

GANDHI-RAMA 2012 
A FESTIVAL OF ART AND A FEAST OF IDEAS

Call for Papers and Participation

For Further Details Contact:  
Gandhi-Rama 2012 Secretariat, Darshan Bhawan, 36, Tughlakabad Institutional Area,  
M.B. Road, New Delhi- 110062. Ph.: 91-11-2990503  E-mail: gandhirama@gmail.com.



10

ICPR LECTURE PROGRAMME

Report on Śankara Jayanti Lecture Programme collaboratively  
organized by ICPR and Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi

The Sankara Jayanti lecture programme of  the Council 
was organized in collaboration with Rashtriya Sanskrit 
Sansthan, New Delhi and ICPR on 9th May, 2011 
at IIC, New Delhi.  Swami Paramananda Bharati, a 
senior Sannyasin in Advaita tradition, delivered the 
Jayanti lecture. 

Initiated into sannyasa at Sringeri Math, South India, 
Swami ji is an expert in Śankara’s Teachings. His 
publications include Vedńnta Prabodha, BrahmasƝtra 
ChatussƝtrŧ and Foundation of  Dharma.

The Lecture prgramme began at �.00 p.m. at Audito-
rium of  IIC Annexe, New Delhi. Professor G. Mishra 
in his introductory remarks welcomed the speaker as 
well as the audience to the lecture programme. He 
stated that Swami Paramananda Bharati is one of  the 

Swami Paramananda Bharati, Professor G. Mishra and Professor R. Tripathi  
during the lecture programme

great philosophers of  Indian philosophical tradition 
in the country today and is known for new ways of  
interpretation of  the system. 

Swami Paramananda Bharati gave a lecture on Śankara 

– His Life and Philosophy. He gave a brief  analysis 

of  Vedanta Philosophy and explained ignorance as 

the root of  all human problems. He clearly made it 

explicit that Śankara was a personification of  what he 

taught. Professor Radhavallabh Tripathi gave his pres-

idential remarks observing how privileged we were to 

have Swami Paramananda Bharati in our midst and 

listening to his exhaustive exposition of  Śankara and 

his philosophy. Dr. K.B. Subbarayudu, Registrar of  

Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan gave the vote of  thanks.  
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Report on the Buddha Jayanti Lecture Programme 2011 collaboratively 
organized by ICPR and Rashtriya Sanskrti Sansthan, New Delhi

The  Buddha Jayanti Lecutre Programme was orga-
nized on 12th May 2011 at the Annexe Auditorium 
of  the India International Centre, New Delhi.  The 
distinguished speaker at this programme was Professor 
Samdhong  Rinpoche, Former Director, Central Insti-
tute of  Higher Tibetan Studies in Saranath. Professor 
G. Mishra, Member Secretary, ICPR introduced the 
speaker Professor Samdhong Rinpoche to the audi-
ence. 

Professor Samdhong Rinpoche delivered his lecture 
on the topic “Four Cardinal Principles of  Bauddha 
Darshan”. He presented a synoptic view of  Buddha’s 
Philosophy and highlighted four Ariya-saccas of  

the Buddha relating them to Philosophy and Ethics.  
Professor G.C. Pande, renowned senior scholar and 
former Chairman, IIAS, Shimla, presided over the 
programme and also spoke briefly on the topic and 
congratulated the speaker for his insightful presenta-
tion of  the Buddha’s philosophy and wisdom to the 
elite audience.  Professor Radha Vallabh Tripathi, Vice 
Chancellor, Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan also spoke on 
the occasion highlighting the significance of  Buddha 
Jayanti lecture programme. The programme came 
to an end with a vote of  thanks given by Dr. Mercy 
Helen, Director (P&R), ICPR. The whole programme 
was coordinated by Dr. Sushim Dubey, Programme 
Officer, ICPR.

Professor Samdhong Rinpoche delivering Buddha Jayanti lecture

Audience at the Buddha Jayanti Lecture programme
Professor G. Mishra presenting an Idol of   

the Buddha to Professor Rinpoche  
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SEMINARS/CONFERENCES/WORKSHOPS 

Workshop on Trika Philosophy of Kashmir  
(Kashmir Saivism) from 27th May 2011 to 6th June 2011  

at the Academic Centre, Lucknow

An eleven day Workshop on Trika Philosophy was orga-
nized by Professor Navjeevan Rastogi, a well-known 
scholar of  Kashmir Saivism who had suggested to the 
Council the need for arranging a workshop of  this 
kind. The Council received a large number of  applica-

Delegates participating in the Workshop on Kashmir Saivism

tions and selected finally 34 scholars as participants 
for the workshop. The Resource Persons included 
Professor Kamalesh Jha from Varanasi, Professor 
K.D. Tripathi, Varanasi, Professor D.B. Sen Sharma 
from Kolkata, Professor Rajanish Mishra from JNU, 
Professor Surendra Mohan Mishra from Kurukshetra, 
Professor Ambika Datta Sharma from Sagar and 
Professor G. Mishra from ICPR. 

The inaugural programme began on 2�th May 2011 at 
11.00 a.m., with the lighting of  the lamp.  The Chief  
Guest of  the Inaugural programme was Professor 
Rakesh Chandra, Head, Department of  Philosophy 
of  Lucknow University. The Director of  the Work-
shop, Professor Navjeevan Rastogi delivered his 
introductory talk on the importance of  this work-Participants at the workshop on Trika Philosophy
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shop.  He, explained how the word “Trika” stands 
for the monistic traditions of  the Tantric Saivism of  
Kashmir (of  medieval India, specially 9-12th Centu-
ries)  subscribed to and nourished by the contributions 
of  Abhinavagupta, one of  the foremost Indian 
thinkers. He also explained how the system challenged 
the established paradigms of  the Indian philosophical 
thinking and reconstructed a life affirming world view 
revolutionizing philosophical responses to the core 
issues, extending from soteriology, logic, epistemology 
to language, fine arts, aesthetics and social ethos. 

A vote of  thanks was proposed by Smt. Anupama 

Thakur, Director (A&F) of  ICPR Academic Centre, 

Lucknow. 

The Workshop was broadly text-based as well as 

theme-based. On the last day, in the Valedictory 

session, a Video message of  Pandit (Prof.) Vraj Vallabh 

Dwivedi, one of  the famous authorities of  the system, 

was shown and certificates were given to each of  the 

participants. Professor G. Mishra, Member Secretary 

gave the Valedictory Speech. A few participants gave 

their feedback with their suggestions and also their 

grateful appreciation for holding this workshop.  Dr. 

Rakesh Chandra and Dr. Kanchan Saxena from the 

Department of  Philosophy gave their suggestions 

for revitalizing the Academic Centre. The team spirit 

and the organizational skill of  the officers and staff  

of  the ICPR under the inspiring leadership of  Prof. 

Godabarish Mishra and Dr. Mercy Helen was also 

acknowledged as in no way less instrumental to the 

complete success of  the workshop.

A view of  the workshop on Trika Philosophy

Manipal Centre for Philosophy and Humanities (MCPH)  
organized the SIXTH SUMMER SCHOOL on  

“Philosophy for the Social Sciences and the Humanities”

The Sixth Summer School on Philosophy for the 
Humanities and the Social Sciences, supported by the 
Indian Council for Philosophical Research, was held 
from July 4, 2011 to July 15, 2011, in the Manipal Centre 
for Philosophy and Humanities, Manipal University. 
Professor Sunder Sarukkai was the director of  the 
programme. The Summer School had a different focus 
theme for all the sessions – ‘Banality of  Evil.’ The 
theme ‘Banality of  Evil’ was chosen with a view to 
providing the participants with perspectives on larger 
problems faced by the society today. Drawing from 
themes of  both Eastern and Western philosophies, 

Prof. Gopal Guru’s Session
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the eminent speakers addressed issues that examined 
the idea of  evil in various contexts. 

The sessions were designed to provide conceptual 
clarity on the idea of  evil and the ordinariness of  the 
human condition. Extra care was taken to make the 
philosophical theme relevant to the field of  social 
science and humanities by rigorous theoretical enquiry 
into the concepts such as ‘crime’, ‘medical ethics’, 
‘cultural ideas of  evil’, ‘evil in art’ etc. Experts like 
Gopal Guru, Meera Baindur, Arvind Kumar, George 
Varghese, M. K. Unnikrishnan, V. Sanil, Shiv Visvana-
than and others delivered lectures to the participants.

The topics were also discussed keeping in mind the 
ethical and moral concerns of  the current socio-
political milieu. Audio visual presentations such as 
documentaries were used for conveying clarity on 
the subject and discussions followed every session. 
The students had the opportunity of  interaction with 
people in professional fields including documentary 
film makers, literary artists, doctors and police profes-
sionals. 

Students from different social science disciplines and 
also a few from literature, arts and philosophy partici-
pated in this Sixth Summer School. The students first 

applied with a CV and a writing sample. There were 
some students from the Freie University, Berlin and 
other International participants from France, Taiwan 
and Sweden who attended the programs. The partici-
pants of  the course presented their ideas during 
discussions and received feedback and guidance from 
the faculty of  the course. The sessions were lively with 
participants eagerly asking many questions of  interest. 
Overall objective of  the course, which was to foster 
creative thinking and philosophical reflection in Social 
Sciences and Humanities, was fulfilled. Many students 
reported a positive change in their thinking processes 
and insights for their theoretical work. 

Discussion during the Session

ICPR organized National Workshop on “Philosophy in  
Indian Universities and Colleges: Problems and Prospects” at Delhi

The Research Project Committee of  ICPR resolved 
to request the Chairman of  ICPR to organize a 
consultation meeting with 15-20 scholars, particularly 
active teachers of  Philosophy in the country, as soon 
as possible to know about the problems confronting 
the departments of  philosophy and suggest ways of  
encouragement for the study of  philosophy in the 
Universities and colleges of  the country. Accordingly, 
a Workshop was convened at the India International 
Centre on August 11, 2011 to deliberate on the above 

issue. The workshop was chaired by Professor K. 
Ramakrishna Rao and philosophy teachers from 
different parts of  the country participated. The 
participants included Professors Sangeetha Memon, 
Archana Boruah, B.K. Agarwala, Mangala Chinchore, 
A.D. Sharma, Sauravpran Goswami, K.R. Rajani, Asha 
Maudgil, Asha Mukherjee and others. 

The Workshop started with the introductory speech 
of  the Member Secretary who gave a brief  account 
of  the state of  affairs in philosophy in the country. 
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Professor K.R. Rao, Chairman, presented the activi-
ties of  the ICPR for promotion of  philosophy in the 
country. The highlights of  the discussion included 
promoting teaching at the grass root level and making 

the younger generation interested in philosophy. A 
few questions were raised and suggestions given. The 
Member Secretary answered the queries and responded 
to the suggestions given by the participants. 

Inauguration of a Study Circle  
at the ICPR Academic Centre, Lucknow

In order to augment the activities at the Academic 
Centre, Lucknow and attract readers to the ICPR 
Academic Centre Library, it was decided to have a 
fortnightly meet in the form of  a study-circle. The 
proposal was mooted by Professor Rajendra Prasad 
and Professor Rakesh Chandra volunteered to coor-
dinate the activities of  the Study-circle. With the 
approval of  the Research Project Committee of  ICPR, 

Prof. G. Mishra, Member Secretary, addressing  
the gathering

the first such meet was organized on 20th August 2011 
with Professor Prasad presiding over the Study Circle. 
Professor Rakesh Chandra welcomed the participants 
and explained the objectives and outlined the neces-
sity of  the Study Circle. Professor G. Mishra, Member 
Secretary spoke on the concept of  Niskama-karma in 
the Gita, refuting the claims of  Professor Prasad as 
delineated by him in his book “Karma, Causation and 
Retributive Morality“ wherein he has mentioned that 
such a conception is a contradiction. The presentation 
of  Professor Mishra was followed by the responses of  
Professor Prasad and all participants took part in the 
discussion which lasted for about 3 hours. 

In his presidential remarks, Professor Prasad thanked 
ICPR for organizing this programme and for a very 
good beginning with the Member Secretary initiating 
the discussion in the first study circle. He requested 
ICPR to organize the fortnightly Study-Circle to 
vitalize the academic activities of  the ICPR at the 
Academic Centre.  

Prof. K. Ramakrishna Rao, Chairman ICPR, and 
Prof. G. Mishra, Member Secretary, discussing issues 
with invited faculty members of  various Universities

Member Secretary responding to the questions  
rasied by the participants
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A three week long refresher course in philosophy 

of  language was started at the UGC Academic Staff  

College Lucknow on 19th of  August 2011. This was a 

unique course with teachers and researchers from all 

over the country and it was meant to clarity the funda-

mental concepts involved in Philosophy of  Language, 

linguistic philosophy and philosophical analysis. The 

course was planned to familiarize the participants with 

discussion from both Indian and western perspectives 

on central issues of  meaning, references and interpre-

tation. The course was inaugurated by the member 

Secretary Prof. Godabarish Mishra and the Director 

UGC Academic Staff  College Prof. Padam Kant was 

the chief  Guest 

Prof. Rakesh Chandra clarified basic concepts of  

philosophy, philosophy of  language and analysis. 

Highlights of  the course were the lectures on history 

of  analytic philosophy by Prof. D.N. Dwivedi, philos-

ophy of  Wittgenstein by Prof. Ashok Vohra, Buddhist 

theory of  Language by Prof. Ambika Datta Sharma, 

Pre-Socratic discussions on Language by Prof. Vijay 

Tankha and Prof. R.P. Singh discussion on Modernity 

and post modern treatment of  language. Prof. Rakesh 

Chandra from University of  Lucknow coordinated the 

course and lectured on natural kind terms, feminist 

challenges to philosophy and philosophy of  language. 

The course was sponsored by the Indian council of  

philosophical research.

A view of  the Inaugural function of  the  
Refesher Course

Participants at Refresher Course

ICPR Workshops on March 12, 2011 and August 27, 2011  
with Representative Teachers of Professional Institutions  

on the Idea of Introducing Philosophy in the  
Professional Education Curriculum

March 12, 2011: It was a gathering of  teachers of  

various professional disciplines such as engineering, 

management, medicine, law and basic sciences, all 

sitting in LNMIIT Jaipur. Professor Sudhir Raniwala, 

Director of  the institute, and himself  a nuclear physi-

cist, warmly welcomed everyone. The welcome was 

ICPR Refresher Course at Lucknow University
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symbolic of  the favourable attitude towards the idea 

of  ICPR’s initiating a project of  introducing philos-

ophy in professional institutions of  India.

ICPR committee had explored the possibility of  

getting an ‘insiders’ view’ on the matter, and this led to 

finding a most sympathetic heart in Professor Raghuvir 

Sharan, a retired professor of  Electrical Engineering 

of  IIT Kanpur, now in LNMIIT, who has been at 

the task of  connecting Engineering education with 

ethics and a general reflective understanding of  the 

human situation dominated by modern technology. It 

was Professor Sharan’s initiative that resulted in the 

organization of  a meeting, which really turned into 

a day-long workshop of  highly meaningful and eye-

opening deliberation.

Prof. Godabarish Mishra made the purpose of  the 

visit to LNMIIT very clear in his opening remarks. 

He mentioned that ICPR takes initiative for teaching 

of  philosophy in professional courses such as engi-

neering, medicine, management institutions. In this 

connection, we are here to interact and solicit your 

response on the following six points:

1. Do you sense the need for philosophy teaching 

in professional institution like yours?

2. What are the problems do you face if  such a 

course has to be introduced?

3. What are the prospects of  such a course 

continuing in your institution if  introduced?

4. Can we visualize the theory-and-practice inte-

gration?

5. What should go into the syllabi of  such a 

course?

�. What is the time-frame that you would suggest 

for introducing such a course?

The most insightful highlight of  the meeting was the 

observation balance, right at the beginning, that current 

professional education does not reflect the need to 

maintain appropriate balance between character and 

knowledge. The implication is that the kind of  profes-

sional education that has prevailed today conduces to 

the making of  a ‘professional’ character attuned to the 

letter of  the course of  education. What develops is a 

‘utilitarian’ or pragmatic character or personality that 

draws out a picture of  life in terms of  the means-ends 

architecture. Professional knowledge imparted to the 

student results in shaping the student to become a 

functionally efficient ‘one-dimensional’ individual.

In this regard of  learning how to ‘manage’ life during 

the course of  professional institutional learning, the 

student is to be taught how theory and practice go 

hand in hand like the ‘hermeneutic circle’. Any theory 

is tested by putting it into practice. The primary domain 

of  practice is the real life, from where a student may 

be made to pick up a case of  particular salience, and a 

prevailing theory may be brought to bear on this prac-

tical case. This relation between practice and theory 

is likely to lead to a new, theoretically enlightened 

self-understanding. With this enlightened self-under-

standing, the student then embarks upon a project of  

practice in the midst of  real life, and this step into 

practical life is expected to be an experience to know 

what to do in life. This is called ‘layered’ learning.

The idea of  ‘layered’ learning was mooted as a pattern 

of  educating the ‘professional’ student in human 

values. But it is at this juncture that some of  us repre-

senting ICPR intervened to suggest that any course 

on human values introduced to these students must 

not lapse into ‘pop-philosophical’ counseling service 

of  dubious nature. This possibility looms large when 

such a course consists in a facile discourse of  first-
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order values. It was reiterated, “that ICPR cannot 

afford to disgrace itself  in endorsing anything like 

this while trying to introduce philosophy into the 

minds of  ‘professional’ students”. It was added, “that 

philosophy is a second-order enterprise, and it is only 

through a second-order reflective understanding of  

familiar first-order values so that the student can be 

expected to develop a character shaped by enlightened 

self-understanding”. 

In view of  the second-order nature of  philosophical 
reflection, it was added, “that teaching of  philosophy 
can be justified as a systemic requirement of  education 
as such”. Knowledge acquisition is the definite goal of  
any educational system. There are general theoretical 
issues that pertain to any branch of  knowledge, and 
such issues may relate to methods of  verification or 
proof  on the one hand, and of  the nature of  what is 
supposed to be known on the other. To this extent 
epistemology is relevant to any higher education. 
Secondly, since knowledge presupposes the reality 
that is to be known, matters of  metaphysics are also 
important for any branch of  knowledge. Besides, 
we must also be able to integrate our concern with 
knowledge and reality with that of  our harmonious 
existence in a morally regulated social world. Any 
systemic programme of  education is thus expected to 
bring to light how the educated person finds his or 
her self-understanding reflected in the trinity of  these 
concepts: knowledge, reality and value. 

The general justification of  the need for introducing 
the student to the relevance of  philosophy was then 
connected with the more specific understanding of  
the nature of  a human individual as a free and respon-
sible rational being. Self-understanding fundamentally 
depends on understanding in what sense we are in 
possession of  the freedom of  the will, whereby our 
free agency bears the burden of  moral and social 
responsibility. 

Throughout the meeting there was expression of  
concern for making the course attractive to the 
student, so that the student is attracted to such a 
course because of  its ‘intrinsic merit’. This was urged 
by the insiders in the hope that the enterprise of  intro-
ducing philosophy becomes successful in virtue of  the 
intrinsic quality of  the subject. 

Another important point urged by the insiders was 
the creation of  the possibility of  a dialogue between 
technology and philosophy. The way philosophy of  
technology is taught in technology institutions does 
not seem to penetrate the mind of  the technologist. 
There seems to be a yawing gap because the student 
of  technology is expected to digest philosophy in 
the terms exclusively set by philosophy. There is the 
impression of  an interaction between unequals, in 
which technology is at the receiving end. Instead, it 
was urged that there should be ways of  creating a set 
of  terms that enable a ‘common discourse’ between 
philosophy and technology—an interface that facili-
tates a dialogue between the two. 

This issue of  a ‘common discourse’ appeared to be 
at once very important and yet quite intriguing. The 
felt asymmetry is that while technology is familiar 
with the language of  artifact within the framework 
of  means-ends rationality, philosophy always jumps 
to the abstract level of  a ‘metalinguistic’ discourse. 
Whether there can be an alternative ‘symmetrical’ 
discourse to connect the two is not at all clear. But 
it was quite clear that there is deep sense of  frustra-
tion when it comes to students of  technology made to 
study the philosophy of  technology. This observation 
has occasioned the philosophers to reflect upon the 
necessity of  rendering the standard way of  philoso-
phizing on the nature of  technology into a language 
that can take philosophy much closer to the language 

of  technology.  
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The Indian Council of  Philosophical Research (ICPR) 

had organized the second one-day workshop in 

Lakshmi Niwas Mittal Institute of  Information Tech-

nology (LNMIIT) Jaipur in order to discuss the nature 

of  a course in Philosophy which will be appropriate 

for the students of  various professional institutions—

of  Technology, Medicine, Law and Management. A 

committee of  five members appointed by ICPR—

namely Professor R S Sharan (LNMIIT), Professor 

Ashutosh Sharma (IIT Kanpur), Professor Satyana-

rayanan (Andhra University), Professor Bijoy Boruah 

(IIT Delhi) and Professor Godabarish Mishra (Member 

Secretary, ICPR)—took the initiative in opening up 

the discussion.

Professor Mishra explained the objective of  the 

workshop at the outset, and then Professor Boruah 

presented the key viewpoint, reflecting the intentions 

of  the ICPR, from which the proposed courses are 

to be conceived and formulated. Two aspects of  this 

viewpoint were articulated in terms of  the distinction 

between (A) Philosophy of  X (i.e. of  medicine, tech-

nology, law or management) and (B) Philosophy and 

X. While the A-viewpoint makes the course content 

into a second-order reflection on first-order issues 

arising in the context of  various professional studies, 

the B-viewpoint intends to identify a mode of  conver-

sation that brings to light a mutual relation between 

philosophy and the various disciplines of  professional 

study.

Professor Boruah suggested that while the A-view-

point must gain ascendancy over the B-viewpoint, 

attention must also be paid to the B-viewpoint in so far 

as creating a sense of  relevance to philosophy of  these 

View of  the Workshop

August 27, 2011: The second follow up One-day Workshop at the LNMIIT, Jaipur  
on Formulating Courses of  Philosophy to be introduced into the Curriculum of   
Professional Institutions

At the end of  the meeting, and at the end of  the day 

as well, the committee felt that another such meeting 

is required with the insiders for the formulation of  a 

course most suitable to the environment of  profes-

sional education. Some ideas thrown by some insiders 

on the nature of  such a course appeared to the 

committee to be not quite philosophical in the way we 

conceive of  it. But the committee was also aware that 

synergy is most important between the two groups in 

the working out of  a paradigmatic course that does 

justice to the interests of  both.

On the whole, the outcome of  the meeting is the 

overall support that members from the professional 

quarters of  education have towards the idea of  intro-

duction of  philosophy in professional institutions.
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professional disciplines is absolutely necessary. It is 

necessary that the students of  professional disciplines 

are able really to connect themselves with academic 

philosophy. This point of  ‘connectivity’ was later on 

capitalized in the discussion by Professor Ashutosh 

Sharma, whose central argument was that getting to 

know what the students already, pre-philosophically, 

think about various aspects of  contemporary social life 

and the world at large. The proposed course(s) must 

be so designed as to initiate an interactive discussion 

whereby the important and major concerns of  life in 

various dimensions are brought to the fore as matters 

that clearly deserve philosophical reflection.

Following the suggestions made by Professor Sharma, 

other members of  the committee and various other 

participants—who were from LNMIIT, MNIT Jaipur, 

and IIT Bombay—provided constructive input from 

various perspectives. Professor Sharan emphasized 

the need to make the ‘tenor’ of  the course(s) signifi-

cantly different from analogous courses designed and 

taught in the Western academic institutions. What 

motivated this change of  tenor is the emphasis on 

the value dimension that must guide any philosoph-

ical reflection on matters of  contemporary life as 

they figure in course of  various professional studies. 

Professor Sharan urged that the axiological orien-

tation of  such a philosophical enterprise ought to 

incorporate the unique resources of  Indian thought. 

A new kind of  value-oriented philosophical reflection 

on the problems of  existence arising from the preva-

lence of  modern technology in almost every aspect of  

life would, he argued, usher in a new academic culture 

suitable to our social environment.

Professor Sharan’s view was that philosophy must 

inspire and instruct the student to learn how to ask 

the right questions. This stress on raising right ques-

tions went well with Professor Sharma’s advice that 

the students be encourage to lay bare their basic 

and general outlook on the contemporary condition 

of  life. For it is in the context of  their outlook that 

they are to be invited and instructed to raise the right 

questions. And there is no denying the fact that the 

contours of  contemporary existence are shaped by the 

influence of  science and technology. The pervasive-

ness of  technology is evident in almost every sphere 

of  contemporary life, be it management, law, medi-

cine, media, and even economic and political planning. 

Describing our present time as an age of  technological 

culture would not be an exaggeration at all.

Based on these observations and opinions, it was 

decided that the proposed courses take up the 

technological worldview as the central theme and 

philosophically focus on the various facets of  social 

reality revolving around it. An introductory discussion 

of  the general nature of  philosophy in terms of  meta-

physics, epistemology and value theory is supposed 

to be initiated as a methodological requirement of  

dealing with the substantive questions that are to 

figure in the courses. Since philosophical thinking is 

primarily argumentative in character, the introduction 

Participants expressing their views
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International Conference on  
“Logic and Philosophy Today”, Delhi University

An International Conference on “Logic and Philos-
ophy Today”, sponsored by ICPR form January 
5-11, 2011, was held at Delhi University. Professor 
Amitabha Gupta, Professor (retd.) IIT, Bombay was 
the director of  the conference. Renowned logicians 
from India and abroad participated in the event like 
Prof  Rohit Parikh (Professor of  Computer Science, 
Mathematics  and Philosophy at CUNY), Prof. Johan 
van Benthem  (Henry Waldgrave Stuart Professor of  

Delegates participating in the conferenceValedictory Function with Prof. Amitabha Gupta

Philosophy, Stanford University, University Professor 
of  Pure and Applied Logic, University of  Amsterdam), 
Prof. Edward Zalta (CSLI, Stanford), Peter Gärden-
fors (Lund University), and Fenrong Liu, Wujin Yang, 
Isidora Snjanovic, Jakub Szywunik, Mihir Chakravarty, 
Sonja Smlts, Ramanujam, Fabien Schang, etc. 

A large number of  research scholars, teachers and 
students actively participated in all the sessions and 

to philosophy is to be accompanied by a brisk discus-

sion of  informal-logical rules of  reasoning. 

Participants of  the workshop expressed the view that 

the cultivation of  philosophical thinking and inculca-

tion of  philosophical ideas must aim at evoking a sense 

of  seriousness in the minds of  the students. Concern 

for this ideological contribution through philosophy 

was occasioned by the general realization that students 

of  professional education are increasingly inclined to 

espouse a ‘professionalized’ worldview. Philosophy 

needs to play the edifying role of  making us recognize 

that there must be a proper balance of  instrumental 

interest and intrinsic interest in the regulation of  one’s 

life. There is a life to be lived ‘beyond’ the professional 

life.

Professor Sudhir Raniwala, Director of  LNMIIT, 

had warmly welcomed everyone to the workshop and 

also emphasized, in brief, how the introduction of  

philosophy into the professional studies curriculum 

will contribute to the fulfillment of  the true goals of  

education.

The workshop ended with the decision that the formu-

lation of  course content should start immediately and 

that the draft of  the formulation be sent to the partici-

pants for feedback. 
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Rigorous scientific inquiry into the character of  mind 

has been a part of  all major traditions in scientific 

thought, but the character of  these inquiries varied 

across different traditions, some of  which have also 

been essentially separate for millennia and are being 

rediscovered only now.

To review, it was part of  the goals of  an international 

conference convened by Nirmalangshu Mukherjee 

(Delhi), Wolfram Hinzen (Durham), and Bijoy Boruah 

(Delhi), on ‘The Character of  Mind’. It was held at 

the Indian Institute of  Advanced Studies in Shimla 

The Participants at the International Conference  
on Character of  Mind at IIAS, Shimla

from 1�-20 March 2011, with the generous financial 

support of  the IIAS and the Indian Council of  Philo-

sophical Research. Bringing together eminent scholars 

and scientists from India, Canada, Italy, the UK, and 

the US—coming from disciplines such as philosophy, 

psychology, linguistics, law, biology, and physics—

the following questions were asked: What has been 

achieved in half  a century of  study of  the cognitive 

mind? How does it connect with millennia of  human 

effort to bring light to the structure of  our mind? 

Amita Chatterjee’s (Kolkata) presentation illustrated 

the 20th century debate on whether the representa-

tional resources of  our mind track a mind-independent 

external reality, or whether our representational access 

to the world is rather linguistically mediated, is as 

well-articulated in the Classical Indian tradition of  the 

Navya-Naiyayikas (new logicians) as it is in the 20th 

century Western analytic tradition.

As Probal Dasgupta (Kolkata) put it in his contribu-

tion, formal grammar in the wake of  the Chomskyan 

framework has ‘focused on the grammatical rule as the 

austere formal object of  rigorous statement’, thereby 

International Conference on ‘The Character of Mind’  
held in collaboration with the Indian Institute of Advanced Studies 

(IIAS), Shimla

some of  them made presentations during the last 
session.

On this occasion two special issues of  the JICPR 
(Journal of  Indian Council of  Philosophical Research) 
were brought out focusing on various important areas 
of  Logic like  “History of  Logic”, “Mathematical Logic 
and Foundations”, “Logic of  Process and Computa-
tion”, “Logic of  Information and Agency”, “Logic 
and Interface with Philosophy” and “Logic and Other 
Disciplines”. 

Professor Gupta, the Director of  the Conference, 
expressed his thanks to all participants, and for the 
generous support of  the sponsors of  “Delhi Logic 
Week” : University of  Delhi and its Department of  
Philosophy, ICPR, LogiCCC, Association for Logic  in 
India (ALI) and Springer - all working together harmo-
niously. Professor Nirmalangshu Mukherjee (DU) and 
Professor G. Mishra, ICPR, participated and spoke in 
the Valedictory session. 



23

ignoring an essential turn that Indian formal linguistics 

took in the �th century with the work of  Bhartrhari, 

whose seminal work Vaakyapadiya (On Words and 

Sentences) inaugurates what we may call a ‘substan-

tivist’ approach in domain of  linguistic inquiry. 

Godabarisha Mishra’s (Delhi) presentation made clear 

in this connection, the inquiry into the structure of  the 

cognitive mind naturally points beyond itself. Bhar-

trhari exemplifies this point too, when he not only 

rejects the familiar view of  language as mere ‘vehicle’ 

of  thought (or its ‘conveyer-belt’, as when language is 

merely expressive), but maintains that for something 

to count as knowledge, it has to be given a linguistic 

form.

Anna Maria di Sciullo (Montréal) argued that human 

language is characterized by a small set of  basic opera-

tions—a toolkit, including the operation Merge—which 

can be used to various degrees in different domains, 

but is implied in morphology as well. Yet the recursions 

are different, with morphology reflecting arithmetical 

recursion somewhat more closely than syntax. The 

question why human language clearly distinguishes 

these two domains of  grammatical organization—the 

word and the sentence—remains.  

Ned Block’s (New York) topic—phenomenal richness 

of  experience, which is often unlike what we take it or 

report it to be—illustrated how fascinating and diffi-

cult the question becomes what we really experience 

when language is not there to structure that experience 

and to report it. As Block notes, ‘even our interpreta-

tions of  animal research must ultimately be based on 

human first person reports’.

Barry Smith (London) argued that human ‘conscious 

experience’ itself—in traditional terms, the experience 

of  a Kantian or Cartesian ‘subject’—is not the unified 

phenomenon it has long been taken to be in at least 

the Western modern philosophical tradition. A look 

at ‘abnormal’ experience in mental illness after brain 

damage reveals that a ‘normal’ subject’s experience may 

also not be as normal as we thought. Hidden beneath 

something as simple, familiar and basic as a feeling of  

‘agency’ lie myriad interacting systems in the brain that 

sustain the illusion of  unity where none exists. 

Bijoy Boruah’s talk served to remind participants of  

the undeniable intuitive force of  traditional Cartesian 

intuitions on the ultimate simplicity and unity of  the 

way in which the Self  is presented to itself. Any way of  

objectifying the content of  the experience of  the Self  

indicates that we have missed the target of  our inquiry, 

the subject. Here we enter a world of  reflection of  the 

human mind on itself  that is more structured, and in 

particular strictly distinguishes the ‘I’ from any ‘you’ 

and both of  these from any ‘it’.

It appears then that some cognition is pre-gram-

matical, existing in pre-verbal infants and non-human 

animals, some is post-grammatical, or at least stands 

in some inherent relation to grammar. As Susan Carey 

(Harvard) illustrated, before human beings create 

scientific theories, mathematics, literature, moral 

systems, and complex technology, all of  which are 

culturally constructed and require grammar among 

other things, there is a rich world of  concepts char-

acterized by inferential roles and representational 

functions. As Carey suggests, it may make sense to 

think of  the matter in terms of  a hierarchy of  increas-

ingly abstract representations, which may set out with 

percepts, continues with concepts and their inferential 

roles, and at some stage includes images. 

This was the topic of  Mohan Matthen’s (Toronto) 

presentation, who attributed propositional content as 

well as ‘force’ to such imagic representations (since one 

can anticipate, recollect, expect them, for example), 
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thereby foreshadowing formats of  cognition normally 

reserved for an illocutionary format of  representa-

tion, i.e. the linguistic case. The entire hierarchy seems 

to obtain even before there are any words. At this 

junction a crucial question arises: what difference do 

words actually make? 

Addressing this very question, Hinzen (Durham) 

noted that the move from concepts to words marks a 

difference in grammaticality—every word has a gram-

matical category—which in turn accounts for the fact 

that words can occur in sentences: they are parts of  

speech. Hinzen’s take reflects a certain departure from 

the viewpoint of  grammar as a purely formal object, 

even though the formality of  generative grammar in 

the past has reflected a methodological decision, rather 

than an empirical claim, about the substantive nature 

of  the object under study. 

Looking for generic operations in the language 

faculty and regarding the latter as arising from biolog-

ical processes not specific to the human mind is a 

well-motivated recent path. Yet, as Nirmalangshu 

Mukherjee (Delhi) argued, computational systems 

seem to be available only to grammatical minds. To 

put the conclusion differently, talk of  ‘computational 

systems’ outside of  the human species—as when 

desert ants and foraging bees are said to have it when 

computing paths of  motion—may be a move guilty of  

equivocation in the very term ‘computational system’. 

John Mikhail (Washington) argued with reference to a 

rich tradition of  inquiry lasting several centuries that 

the moral mind is crucially a generative one as well: 

a moral being is capable to compute, on the spot, a 

potential infinity of  complex moral judgments appro-

priate to an occasion, whose perceptual and physical 

feature will typically radically underdetermine the judg-

ments in question. The rationality of  these judgments 

is furthermore clearly not rational in the sense of  

consciously rationalizable by the subject in question, 

creating an analogy with a major insight in regards 

to the grammatical mind associated with the second 

cognitive revolution in the 1950s.

Giuseppe Longobardi (Trieste) illustrated that the 

study of  the history of  human languages becomes a 

domain of  inquiry from which to obtain a novel argu-

ment in favour of  a computational approach to the 

mind in the sense of  the generative program and its 

study of  language from a mentalist point of  view. As 

Longobardi explained and illustrated, just as genetics 

has introduced genetic and molecular markers which 

are more abstract and only indirectly connected to 

external phenotypical traits, historical linguistics can 

now make a similar move using the resources of  

parametric analyses of  grammatical diversity leading 

to more stable and reliable historical indicators of  

phylogenies. 

Much of  the discussion thus indicated the need for a 

closer study of  origins of  human language. Specifi-

cally, was there a relatively recent speciation event 

that definitively separated the humans from the rest 

of  the post-chimpanzee hominid line to lead to the 

emergence of  language and its wide effects on human 

cognition? Timothy Crow (Oxford) could not attend 

the conference unfortunately. But his work, including 

the extended abstract submitted for the conference, 

was frequently mentioned. Crow notes that the human 

brain is four-chambered (right and left, anterior and 

posterior) and circuitous with respect to heteromodal 

association cortex by contrast with the bilateral equality 

(anterior and posterior) of  the chambers of  the gener-

alized mammalian brain. This suggests that a discrete 

speciation event took place about 1�0KYA, that 

perhaps the ProtocadherinXY gene pair was involved, 

and that the effect was to render the human brain 4-
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A Refresher Course in ‘Applied Philosophy’ organized 

by the Dept. of  Philosophy, University of  Kerala in 

association with the Academic Staff  College, Univer-

sity of  Kerala was held at the Academic Staff  College 

from the 1�th of  November 2010 to the �th of  

December 2010. The Refresher Course was sponsored 

by the Indian Council of  Philosophical Research, New 

Delhi. Dr. Beena Isaac, the Head of  the Department of  

Philosophy, University of  Kerala, was the co-ordinator 

of  the course. The course was inaugurated on the 1�th 

of  November at 9.30 a.m. by Prof. S. Panneerselvam, 

the Head, Department of  Philosophy, University of  

Madras. The Director of  the Academic Staff  College, 

Dr. S.V. Sudheer extended a warm welcome to all the 

participants and wished them a fruitful and meaningful 

learning experience. In the session that immediately 

followed the inaugural session, Prof. Panneerselvam 

made a detailed presentation on the theme ‘Decon-

struction as a method of  transcending the available 

forms of  philosophizing’ 

Dr. Manoj Krishnan, an Associate Professor of  

Government Law College, Trivandrum and Dr. 

Krishna Prasad Sreedhar, HOD & Professor, Dept. of  

Psychology, University of  Kerala delivered lectures on 

the first day. The second forenoon session was a bril-

liant exposition of  the theme ‘Deconstruction’ by Dr. 

P.K. Pokker, the Director of  the Kerala State Institute 

of  Language. He outlined the role of  deconstruction 

as an effective method of  interpretation and Derridian 

Deconstruction as an attack on the metaphysics of  

presence. The post-lunch sessions were utilized for 

library reference and preparation of  project work. 

On 22nd November Dr. R. Murali, the Head of  the 

Department of  Philosophy, Madura College, Madurai, 

gave a detailed exposition of  Critical Theory, covering 

all the four sessions of  the day. He first outlined the 

historical backdrop in which critical theory emerged 

and then discussed at length the core concepts of  

critical theory. In the course of  his presentation, Dr. 

Murali Dr. G. Padma Kumar, the Head, Department 

of  Philosophy, Govt. College for Women, Trivan-

drum, Dr. K.C. Sunny, Associate Professor of  Law of  

the University of  Kerala, Dr. Sreekala M. Nair, Asso-

ciate Professor of  Philosophy of  Sri Sankaracharya 

University of  Sanskrit, Kalady. Dr. V.N. Seshagiri Rao, 

Professor of  Philosophy at Mysore University, Dr. N. 

ICPR Refresher Course in ‘Applied Philosophy’  
Organized by the Dept. of Philosophy, University of Kerala

chambered with respect to heteromodal association 

cortex. From this arose the capacity for language. 

The conference concluded with a talk by the physi-

cist Partha Ghose (Kolkata) focusing on the famous 

discussion between the poet-artist-philosopher Rabin-

dranath Tagore and the physicist Albert Einstein on the 

character of  scientific truth (Marianoff  1930). While 

Tagore held that all truths, including truths of  physics, 

can only be human truths, Einstein urged that physics 

will be impossible unless we entertain an external reality 

independent of  the human mind. According to Ghose, 

proponents of  ‘embodied cognition’ such as Fransisco 

Varela (Varela et al 1992) hold a view closer to Tagore, 

while formalists/computationalists such as Chomsky 

perhaps hold an Einsteinian view. The issue obviously 

touches the very heart of  cognitive science, including 

bio-linguistics, since cognitive science attempts to use 

the human mind to study itself.
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International Symposium on  
‘Emerging Trends in Bioethics: Indian Context and Perspectives’   

Held at Little Flower seminary, Chennai, T.N.

The three day symposium on ‘Emerging Trends in 

Bioethics: Indian Context and Perspectives’, orga-

nized to mark the Golden Jubilee of  Little Flower 

Seminary, on January �-10, 2011, drew experts from 

Philosophy, Medicine and related disciplines. They said 

that technological advancements had thrown up a host 

of  ethical questions which are to be resolved afresh. 

Dr. K. Ramakrishna Rao, Chairman of  the Indian 

Council of  Philosophical Research, who inaugurated 

the symposium, said that the issues of  bioethics posed 

huge challenges to philosophy and in order to resolve 

Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao, Chairman, ICPR 
lighting the lamp in inauguration function  

of  the seminar

Sam, the Director of  the Indian Council of  Kerala 

Studies, Dr. B. Jayakumaran, Associate Professor 

of  Philosophy, Govt. College for Women, Trivan-

drum, Dr. N. Sankaran, Professor & Head, Dept. of  

Training and Placement, Banari Amman Institute of  

Technology, Dr. V. Sujatha, Associate Professor and 

Head of  the Department of  Philosophy, University 

College, Trivandrum,  Dr. M. Ramakrishnan, Asso-

ciate Professor of  Philosophy, Govt. Brennen College, 

Thalasserry, Dr. Roshida Rodrigues,  Dr. Abey Koshy, 

Associate Professor and Head of  the Department of  

Philosophy of  Sri Sankaracharya University of  Sanskrit, 

Kalady, Dr. A. Abraham, a renowned Psychologist, 

Psychiatrist and facilitator of  Neuro Liguisic Program-

ming, Dr. N.M. Faizal, Dr. Subhashini Gandhi, Head 

of  the Department of  Philosophy, Annamalai Univer-

sity, Dr. Chandra Prasad Sreedhar, Dr. K. Sreenivas, 

Professor and Head, Dept. of  Philosophy, Pondi-

cherry UniversIty, Dr. V.T. Sebastian, Professor of  

Philosophy, Punjab University, Chandigarh, et al made 

their research presentations. The Refresher Course was 

a truly enriching experience for all the participants, as 

it opened up new horizons of  Philosophy, especially 

its applied branches. 

The course was successfully completed on 0�.12.2010 

with evaluation and feedback session followed by 

a Valedictory Function in which Dr. Jacob John 

Kattakayam, the Former Director of  ASC, University 

of  Kerala, the Chief  Guest, distributed the certificates 

to the participants. Dr. S.V. Sudheer, the Director of  

Academic Staff  College presided over the function. 

Dr. Vijai. L, Govt. College for Women, Thiruvanan-

thapuram and Ms. Nazneen. A, Assistant Professor, 

Dept. of  Philosophy, Govt. College for Women, 

Thiruvananthapuram served as the Convenor and Co-

Convener of  the course respectively. The participants 

joined the coordinator Dr. Beena Isaac in expressing 

their deep sense of  gratitude to the Academic Staff  

College and the Indian Council of  Philosophical 

Research, New Delhi. 
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Report of the 10th Annual Conference of the Indian Society  
for Buddhist Studies Gujarat Vidyapeeth, Ahmedabad 

Indian Society for Buddhist Studies (ISBS) is the 
national academic association of  Buddhist Studies 
dedicated to the cause of  bringing, on one platform all 
the scholars and researchers working in various fields 
and branches of  Buddhist Studies in our country. 
Since its founding in 2000, ISBS had as its objective 
to make study and research using the original sources 
of  the history, culture, art, architecture, archaeology, 
religion, philosophy etc. preserved in the literatures 
of  Pali, Sanskrit, Tibetan, Chinese, Sinhalese, Thai, 
Korean, Sogdian, Kuchean, Mongolian, Japanese etc. 

Releasing of  the book at the seminar

them, philosophers and bioethicists needed to go 

beyond mere reasoning. 

The increasing relevance of  bioethics in the context of  

Endosulfan use, genetically modified food, euthanasia, 

cloning and surrogate motherhood, etc., were under-

scored by all speakers at  the international symposium. 

It was organized under the aegis of  Indian Council of  

Philosophical Research (lCPR)  and Indian Institute 

of  Science and Religion (ISR), Pune. 

Dr. Subrata Chattopadhyay, professor of  physiology 

at the college of  Medicine and JNM hospital West 

Bengal, delivered the key-note address in which he 

said that the individual-centered, rights-based Western 

bioethics did not fit well into the fabric of  traditional 

Indian societies. Dr. K. S. Radhakrishnan, former Vice-

Chancellor of  Sri Sankaracharya University, Kalady, 

presided over the opening session of  the symposium. 

There were 2� papers presented by eminent scholars 

from all over India and abroad. Prof. Lieven Boeve 

(Dean, Faculty of  Theology. KU Leuven, Belgium), 

Prof. Dr. Roger Burggraeve (KU Leuven , Belgium). 

Prof. Dr. Chae Young Kim (Professor of  Religious 

Studies, Sogang Univertsity, Korea), Dr. Doris Xiao Di 

(Tsinghua University, China) and John Gillon (Attorney 

at Law, Maryland, USA), Dr. M.D. Nair, Dr. Panneer-

selvam, Dr. Ignancimuthu, Dr. Job Kozhamthadam, 

Dr. Kuruvilla Pandikattu, Dr. Baiju Julian, Dr. Suma 

George, Dr, Pius Vazhappilly, Dr. Eshan and others 

were some of  the prominent scholars who addressed 

the audience in the plenary sessions. In addition to the 

plenary sessions, there were over 40 contributed papers 

in parallel sessions. The presence in the audience of  

Dr. G .Madhavan Nair, former Chairman of  Indian 

Space Research Organization, added an extra scientific 

flavor to the symposium. The valedictory function 

of  this symposium was at 3.30 p. m in the evening 

with Dr. Ignacimuthu, former Vice Chancellor of  the 

Madras University, as the Chief  Guest. According to 

Dr. Augustine Pamplany, Symposium Director, the 

three days of  the symposium were academically enter-

prising and intellectually fulfilling to the academicians 

as well as to the general public. 
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National Seminar on “Women Empowerment through  
Self Help Groups in India”

A National Seminar on “Women Empowerment 
through Self  Help Groups in India” on 31st August, 
2010 held at Department of  Economics, Andhra 
University, Visakhapatnam. According to Dr. C.H. Appa 
Rao, Seminar Director, Department of  Economics, 
Andhra University, the seminar was organized with 
the objectives as to suggest measures to achieve rural 
women empowerment through micro-enterprises, 
to examine the status of  women in human resource 

development, to analyse the impact of  MGNREGS 
on women, to find out the census data on women 
demography. Recommendations and suggestions of  
the seminar are reported by the seminar director are as 
SHGs entrepreneurship training should be organized, 
special literacy drive for women, preference will be 
given to women workers at least 50 % of  them should 
be participated in NREGS,  Health camps should be 
organized in rural areas particularly for women.

as well as material scattered in the inscriptions, manu-
scripts, archaeological remains, caves, wall paintings 
and so on. 

Keeping these points as its primary consideration, 

the ISBS launched itself  at its debut session at Nava 

Nalanda Mahavihara, Nalanda, in 2001. It was followed 

by the annual conferences without any interruption at 

Jammu (2003), Aligarh (2004), Jaipur (2004?), Delhi 

(2005), Chandigarh(200�), Ujjain (200�), Aurangabad 

(200�), Srinagar (2009) and the latest one at the Gujarat 

Vidyapeeth, Ahmedabad (Sept. 1�-19,2010). The ISBS 

feels and acknowledges a deep sense of  gratitude to 

the Indian Council of  Philosophical Research, New 

Delhi, for its continuous financial support, which has 

meant a lot and helped it to organize such events every 

year. 

Prof. B.N. Sharma, Former Dean & faculty of  Shra-

mana Vidya, Sampurnand Sanskrit University, Varanasi 

was the General President of  this conference. The 

schedule of  proceedings went off  in the following 

manner: The Inaugural session started at 9:30 a.m. 

on September 1�, 2010 with the Buddha’s prayer 

offered by monk scholars from Thailand, Myanmar 

and Vietnam, followed by welcome, lighting the lamp 

etc. Prof. Nawang Samten, Vice Chancellor, Central 

University of  Higher Tibetan Studies, Sarnath was the 

Chief  Guest. Prof. B. Labh, Secretary, ISBS gave an 

introduction of  the ISBS and its aims, objectives and 

activities. Key Note Address was delivered by Prof. 

B. Sharma, the General President. It was followed by 

presentation of  Manjusrl Sammana, Book Release, 

Presidential Address by Prof. Sudarshan Ayangar, the 

Vice Chancellor of  Gujarat Vidyapeeth, and vote of  

thanks by Dr. Shobhana R. Shah, the Local Secretary. 

The main areas of  deliberations were: Buddhist Philos-
ophy, Pali Language and Literature, Buddhist Sanskrit 
and Mahayana Buddhism, Buddhism in Apabhramsha 
Literature, History of  Buddhism (including Art, 
Architecture, archaeology), Buddhism in Comparative 
light, Buddhism and Contemporary issues engaged 
by Buddhism. Besides, there were special sessions 
on ‘Buddha and Gandhi: A Quest for Peace’ and 
‘Buddhism in Gujarat’. Over 100 research papers 
on various themes were presented in the conference 
by the young as well as senior scholars. The confer-
ence continued for 3 days up to Sept. 19, 2011 and 
concluded with the Valedictory Session in the second 
half  chaired by Prof. Y. P. Shastri, Gujarat University, 

Ahmedabad.
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ICPR National Seminar at Department of Philosophy  
S.V. University on “Mahatma Gandhi and Comparative Religion”

A Three-day ICPR National Seminar on Mahatma 
Gandhi and Comparative Religion was organized at 
S.V. University, Tirupati from 30-31 January & 1st 
February 2010 with a view to assessing Gandhiji’s  
views on comparative religion. Prof. N. Prabhakar 
Rao, Vice Chancellor of  S. V. University was the chief  
guest. Prof. C. Ramaiah, Former Council Member 
of  ICPR, inaugurated the Seminar by addressing the 
participants. Prof. T.S. Devadoss, Formerly Director 
of  the Radhakrishnan Institute of  Advanced Studies 
in Philosophy, a distinguished Scholar of  eminence in 
Gandhian Philosophy delivered the key note address. 
The seminar was attended by more than 100 partici-
pants consisting of  scholars of  philosophical repute, 
Gandhian scholars and activists and several others 
belonging to other disciples, Research scholars and 

students. Some of  the eminent scholars of  philosophy 
in general and Gandhian Philosophy in particular who 
attended the seminar were Prof. Maharajan, Mahatma 
Gandhi University, Kottayam, Prof. Radha, Calicut 
University, Calicut, Prof. Jalihal, Karnatak University, 
Drarwad, Prof. Srinivas, Pondicherry Central Univer-
sity, Pondicherry, Prof. Ramkumar Ratnam, Nagarjuna 
University, Guntur, Prof. Gabriel and Prof. Joshua, 
Madras Christian College, Tambaram, Madras, Prof. 
Bhagavandas Lahoti, Osmania University, Hyder-
abad, Prof.V.N. Seshagiri Rao, University of  Mysore, 
Mysore, Dr. T. Lavanya, Associate Professor, Depart-
ment of  Psychology, University of  Madras, Prof. M. 
Rajagopal Rao (Rtd). Professor, Nagarjuna University, 
Prof. Chandra Sekhar Rao, Department of  Economics, 
S.V. University Prof. Narasimhulu, Department of  
Economics, S.V. University. 

Altogether twenty nine research papers were presented 
during all the academic sessions. Prof. S. Abdul Sattar, 
Head, Dept of  Philosophy, the seminar director 
welcomed the guests and delegates while P. Ramak-
rishna Chowdary proposed a vote of  thanks at the 
inaugural session, Prof  Umakantham, Professor of  
Philosophy acted as general rapporteur of  all the 
academic sessions, and Dr. P. Chennaiah, Dr. M. 
Chendraiah, Dr. BC. Obula Reddy, Prof. K. Chenchul-
akshmi also acted as rapporteurs in different sessions. 

Participants in the seminar

National Seminar on “The Text and Its Interpretation:  
Indian Philosophical Context” Organized by the Department  

of Philosophy and Religion, Banaras Hindu University

A three day National Seminar on “The Text and Its 

Interpretation: Indian Philosophical Context” was orga-

nized by the Department of  Philosophy and Religion, 

Banaras Hindu University on 11- 13th January-2011 to 

discuss issues like what is the Text and how it serves as 

light or knowledge and in what circumstance Interpre-
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tations serve as guide in the matter of  understanding 

of  the text and deciding them as good or bad. 

Inaugurating the seminar Prof. Kutumba Shastri, the 

Vice-Chancellor of  Sampurnanand Sanskrit Univer-

sity, Varanasi deliberated on Veda as the text and 

made a very scholarly presentation of  his vision of  

Sutras, Varttkas, Commentaries and notes as different 

approaches to the text. Prof. P .K. Mukhopadhyay in 

his key-note address analysed the problems of  inter-

pretation and very clearly presented his arguments 

concerning the difference of  aim and objectives of  

the Indian interpretation and contemporary Western 

hermeneutics. Prof. N.S.S. Raman pointed out the 

measures for interpretation and argued for and against 

good and bad interpretations of  the texts belonging 

to different systems of  Indian Philosophy. Prof. 

D.N. Tiwari, Head, Department of  Philosophy and 

Religion, B.H.U. welcomed all the scholars and partici-

pants. Dr. Ananda Mishra, director of  the seminar, 

presented the theme of  the seminar. Prof. U.C. Dubey 

delivered vote of  thanks. The inaugural session was 

presided over by Prof. P.K. Majumdar Kolkata. Prof. 

S.R. Bhatt, and Prof  Ashok Vohra from Delhi, Prof. 

R.C. Pradhan, Hyderabad, Prof. Raghunath Ghose 

from North Bengal, Prof. Panneerselvam from Madras 

were also among the invitees but they could not attend 

the Seminar.  

Totally, 30 papers were presented in the three days 

deliberations in the seminar. Besides other scholars 

Prof. H.S. Prasad, Dr. Ajay Verma, Delhi Univer-

sity, Prof. R.C. Sinha, Patna University, Prof. A.D. 

Sharma, Sagar University, Prof. Jata Shankar, Allhabad 

University, Dr. Arun Mishra, Director, I.C.P.R, Delhi, 

Prof. S.C. Panigrahi, Dr. Gaurang Behra from Utkal 

University, Dr. D.K. Mohanta, Dr. Patralekha Mitra, 

Kolkata, Dr. K.C. Pandey, Lucknow, Dr. D.N. Yadav, 

Gorakhpur University, Dr. Rajnish Kumar Shukla, 

S.S. University, Varanasi, Prof. Rajaram Shukla and 

Dr. Dhananjay Pandey from S.V.D.V., Prof. Somnath 

Nene, Dr. Karunanand Mukhopadhayay, Department 

of  Sanskrit and Prof. D.N. Tiwari B.H.U. presented 

their scholarly papers in the seminar. 

Presiding over the valedictory session Prof. K.D. 

Tripathi made an illustrated presentation of  how 

Indian Philosophical schools have taken utmost care 

for resolving dichotomous and conflicting interpreta-

tions on issues of  Agama texts. Prof. N.S.S. Raman 

was the chief  guest and Prof. P.K. Mukhopadhyaya, 

Prof. S.C. Panigrahi and Prof. R.C. Sinha were the 

distinguished guests of  the session. Addressing the 

valedictory session Prof. Kamal Sheel, Guest of  

honour and Dean, Faculty of  Arts, appreciated the 

theme and expressed happiness over very successful 

and useful deliberation during the three day seminar. 

Dr. R.K. Jha presented a summary of  the presenta-

tions made in all academic sessions of  the seminar and 

Dr. Ananda Mishra expressed a vote of  thanks. 

Delegates and faculty members of  the departments 
participating in the seminar
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A Seminar on the theme of  ‘Self  and the Other’ was 
organized by the Department of  Humanities and Social 
Sciences, IIT-Bombay from the 1�th of  January 2011 
to the 22nd of  January, 2011. The Seminar was funded 
by the Indian Council of  Philosophical Research. 

There were fourteen sessions apart from the Inaugural 
and the Valedictory Sessions which were attended 
by students, research scholars and Faculties from 
the Departments of  Mumbai and Pune Universities. 
There were ten invited speakers to present their views 
pertaining to the theme of  the Self  and the Other. 
Professor K. Narayanan, the Head of  the Department 
of  Humanities and Social Sciences inaugurated the 
Seminar. 

The papers were broadly classed as those pertaining 
to the reflections on the notions of  the self  and the 
other in the works of  Western philosophers, Western 
philosophical traditions and those pertaining to the 
operation of  these notions in the Social Sciences and 
those pertaining to the construction of  these notions 
in the Arts. 

Professor Gautam Biswas presented Buber’s construc-
tion of  the notions of  the self  and the other and their 
relation, highlighting its relevance for the present times. 

Faculty and Delegates participating  
in the Programme

Professor K.G. Siby, then presented his paper on the 
construction of  the notions of  the self  and the other 
and their relation in the works of  Levinas and high-
lighted its alliance and divergence from the notions of  
the self  and the other as found in Heidegger’s work. 
Professor Joseph Lobo, then presented his paper on 
Marcel’s construction of  the notions of  the self  and 
the other and highlighted its importance in the context 
of  existential philosophy. Professor Franson Manjali 
presented his paper on the construction of  the notions 
of  the self  and the other in terms of  the Post Modern 
turn in Continental Philosophy. Professor Madhuc-
chanda Sen presented her paper on the construction 
of  the notions of  the self  and the other in the Analytic 
tradition bringing in the importance of  these notions in 
the turn towards Philosophy of  Mind that the Analytic 
Tradition took in the later half  of  the 20th Century. 
Professor Ramesh Bairy, presented his paper on the 
question of  ‘otherness’ and ‘self ’ in relation to the 
studies on caste. Professor Prasenjit Biswas presented 
his paper on the notions of  the self  and the other as 
formulated and operating within the Tribes of  the 
North-East. Professor Pramod Nayar presented his 
paper on the construction of  the notions of  the self  
and the other in the superhero literatures. Professor V. 
Sanil, presented his paper on the construction of  the 
notions of  the self  and the other by artists in terms 
of  Self  Portraits. Professor Aniketh Jaaware presented 
his paper on the construction of  the notions of  the 
self  and the other in Science fiction genre, particularly 
focusing on the Alien Series. 

Apart from these, there were two Panel Discussions 
on questions pertaining to the notions of  the Self  and 
the Other with the Ph.D. scholars, research scholars, 
students and the faculty. A session was held to discuss 
the interdisciplinary nature of  the notions of  the 
Self  and the Other and possible ways to approach it 

A Seminar held on ‘Self and the Other’ organized by  
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, IIT-Bombay
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National Seminar on “Need for Philosophy as a Core Subject  
in School and Higher Education” Govt. College of Women,  

Thiruvanantapuram, Kerala

An ICPR-sponsored national seminar on the above 

topic was inaugurated by Dr. V.T. Sebastian, Professor 

of  Philosophy, Punjab University. Dr. Sebastian high-

lighted the need of  introducing Philosophy in higher 

education sector. He explained and analyzed different 

aspects of  Philosophy and its applied area. Moreover, 

he emphasized the area of  Logic and reasoning as 

an essential tool for all thinking activities. Later Dr. 

K.S. Radhakrishnan former Vice-Chancellor of  Sri 

Sankaracharya Sanskrit University gave a detailed 

lecture of  the need of  Philosophy in inculcating value 

education in all spheres of  learning activities. Dr. G. 

Padmakumar, head of  the department, Govt. College 

of  Women, Thiruvanantapuram welcomed the chief  

guest and the audience. 

In the afternoon session, the young scholars presented 

their views regarding the significance of  philosoph-

ical studies in education. The session was chaired by 

Prof. V.M. Siddharthan, former professor and head 

of  the department, Maharajas College, Ernakulum. 

Four students, presented papers on different areas 

related to the topic followed by a detailed discussion. 

Faculty members, research scholars, post-graduate 

students, undergraduate students and some members 

of  the general public participated in the seminar. Dr. 

R. Lakshmi, faculty member, proposed the vote of  

thanks. More than 110 participates from neighboring 

colleges participated in the seminar.

Faculty and Delegates participating in the 
Programme

Faculty and Delegates participating in the 
Programme

in terms of  Interdisciplinarity. Further a session was 
devoted to discuss the shortcomings and the strength 
of  the papers presented. Feedbacks were discussed 
and exchanged to strengthen the papers and were 
noted down by Mr. Anoop George and provided to 
the presenters at the end of  the session. The short-

comings of  the Seminar and the possibility of  still 
possible papers on the theme were also discussed as 
a part of  this session. At the end, the vote of  thanks 
was given by Professor P.G. Jung. All expressed their 
gratitude to ICPR for making this seminar possible 
through its funding. 
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Release of  the souvenir

The 55th session of  the Parishad was held at Muzaf-

farpur (Bihar) under the auspices of   B.R. Ambedkar 

Bihar University from 1�th to 19th December, 2010. 

Since Muzaffarpur had hosted the 5th Session of  the 

Parishad in 1959, this session was being celebrated as 

the Golden Jubilee of  the Convention. The session 

was inaugurated in the Auditorium of  the University 

by Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, M.P. and former 

Union Minister for Rural Development. Dr. Rajdeo 

Singh, Vice-Chancellor of  the University, welcomed 

the delegates (around 400). Dr. R.C. Sinha, formerly 

Professor & Head of  Philosophy Dept., Patna Univer-

sity (currently Senior Fellow of  I.C.P.R.) delivered his 

General Presidential Address on Religious Identity and 

Conflict of  Cultures. The Souvenir published on the 

occasion was released by the Chairman of  the Pari-

shad,  Dr. S.P. Dubey (the photograph exhibits the 

same event). Current issues of  Darshanik Traimasik 

were also released in the function. Several awards 

were given by the Parishad on this occasion including 

the Swami Pranavananda Darshan Puraskar to Dr. H.S. 

Upadhyaya of  Allahabad University on his book Pash-

chatya Darshan ka Udbhava aur Vikas. Dr. R.K. Singh, 

Professor & Head of  the Phil. Dept. at Muzaffarpur, 

extended a vote of  thanks.

The post-lunch symposia on ‘Concept of  Change 

in India Philosophy’ and ‘Hind Swaraj’ were well-

attended and discussed. The cultural programme in 

the evening was inaugurated with a very meaningful 

talk by M.L.C. of  the State, Shri Devesh Chandra 

Thakur. The second day of  the session was devoted 

to five sectional meetings. Around 300 papers were 

presented and discussed during Day-long meetings. A 

Brain-storming session was organised in the evening 

by Dr. J.M. Dave. Professors  Sabhajit Mishra, S.P. 

Dubey,  Jatashankar and R.C. Sinha responded to the 

storming questions.

Eleven endowment lectures were delivered in parallel 

sessions in two different halls in the pre-lunch hours 

on 19th December. The Valedictory Function was 

held in the Auditorium at 2.30 P.M. The Vice-Chan-

cellor of  the B.N. Mandal University, Madhepura, Prof. 

R.P. Shrivastava, was the Chief  Guest on the occa-

sion. Several books were released and a number of  

awards were given to junior and senior scholars whose 

papers (presented in the session) were rated suitable 

by the experts. A sum of  Rs. 25,000.00 was given to 

the Parishad on this occasion for starting an endow-

ment lecture series in the name of  Dr. Shashilekha 

Mishra. Dr. Shyamal Kishore, Jt. Sec. of  the Parishad, 
gave special thanks to the I.C.P.R. and B.R. Ambedkar 

Bihar University for giving substantial grants for orga-

nizing the session. The next session of  the Parishasd 
was invited by the representative of  Shree Somnath 

Sanskrit University, Veraval (Gujrat). The session was 

declared as over after the National Anthem.

Brief Report on the 55th Session of the Akhila Bharatiya  
Darshan Parishad (All India Philosophy Association)
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The ��th RPC approved the following seminars/
workshops/refresher courses and projects. The 
amounts sanctioned are mentioned against each of  
them below:

1. Professor Ajit Dalal, Psychology Department, 
University of  Allahabad has been sanctioned Rs. 
1.00 lakh for organizing an International Confer-
ence on Social Justice and Human. 

2. Professor Ashutosh Angiras, Sanatana Dharma 
College, Ambala Cantt, Haryana has been sanc-
tioned Rs.50,000/- for organizing a National 
Seminar on Defining Indian and Western Tradition 
of  Enquiry. 

3. Dr. Manidipa Sanyal, Head, Department of  
Philosophy, University of  Calcutta, Kolkata 
has been sanctioned Rs.�5,000/- for organizing 
an International Seminar on Contributions of  
Professor Sibajiban Bhattacharya to Logic, Philosophy 
of  Language and Epistemology.

4. Dr. Sagarmal Jain, Prachya Vidyapeeth, Dupada 
Road, Shajapur (MP) is sanctioned Rs.50,000/- 
for organizing National Seminar on Bharitya 
Darshan ko Jain Darshaniko ka Avdhan. 

5. Professor K.S. Shantamani, Chief  Mentor, Jain 
Group of  Institutions, Bengaluru is sanctioned 
an amount of  Rs.1.50 lakh for organizing a 
Regional Seminar on Indian Psychology: Challenges 
and Prospects.  

�. Professor A.K. Mohanty, Department of  
Philosophy, Utkal University was sanctioned a 
sum of  Rs.2.00 lakhs for organizing a National 
Seminar on òMatter, Mind and Consciousnessó at 
Utkal University.

Two refresher course have been sanctioned :

1. Dr. Autar Lal Meena, Associate Professor, 
Department of  Philosophy, Jai Narain Vyas 
University, Jodhpur is sanctioned Rs.2.00 lakhs 
for organizing a refresher course On the Founda-
tion Issues in Social-Political Philosophy & Philosophy 
of  Law. 

2. Dr. G. Mustafa Khawaja, Professor, Research 
Institute of  Kashmir Studies, University of  
Kashmir, Hazratbal, Srinagar is sanctioned 
Rs.2.50 lakhs for organizing a refresher course 
on Mystic thought of  Kashmir.

Translation Project – A translation project 
committee meeting was held at ICPR office on June 
15, 2011 comprising of  Professor Vachaspati Upad-
hyaya, V.C., Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, New Delhi 
and Professor Radhavallabh Tripathi, V.C., Rash-
triya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi and Professor 
G. Mishra, Member Secretary, ICPR. The committee 
recommended two projects. The recommendation of   
translation project committee were approved by ��th 
RPC :

1. Professor Malhar Kulkarni, Associate Professor, 
IIT Bombay, to undertake the translation of Jati 
Samuddesa of  the Third Kanda of  Bhartrhariõs Vaky-
apadiya With The Commentary Prakirna-Prakasha 
of  Helaraja to be completed in a period of  one 
year. 

2. Professor K. Pratap, Department of  Sanskrit, 
S.V.U. College of  Arts, Tirupati, to undertake the 
translation of  Somanathabhasyam Critical Edition 
with English Translation  to be completed in a 
period of  one year.

Other Academic Programmes Sanctioned: 

Foreign Scholar’s Academic Tours
Professor Kishore Chakraborty, a renowned scholar 
of  Indian Tradition is visiting India for his academic 
tour and discussion with classical Nyaya scholars and 
Pandits in India.  A grant of  Rs.25,000/- per month 
for a period of  six months was sanctioned by ICPR 
towards the academic tour. 

Travel Grant:
Dr. Patrick G., Assistant Professor and I/C Head for 
his visit from 0�-09 October 2011 to Antonio Medina 
– Rivera, Cleveland State University, USA for attending 
IV Crossing over Symposium and presenting the paper 
on “Religion and Identity Negotiation”.

Seminars/Conferences/Workshops/Refresher Courses and  
Projects sanctioned
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ICPR FELLOWSHIP AWARDS

The following Scholars have been awarded the Senior Resarch Fellowship, General Fellowship and Juior Research 
Fellowship of  the Council.

General Fellowship
 
Nine Scholars have been awarded the General Fellowship of  the Council.

General Category 

Sl. No. Name & Address Topic SC/ST/
OBC/Hand-
icapped/ 
NER

1. Shri Rajesh Kumar Tripathi 
B-1232, Indra Nagar,  
Lucknow (UP) – 22�01�

Bharatiya Bhasha Darshan ka 
Samalochanatmak adhyayan

2. Smt. Vishakha Shukla 
Buddha – Kutir, Jodhpur Colony,  
Banaras Hindu University,  
Varanasi - 221005

Charvak Evam Bauddha Darshan 
Me Nairatmya : Ek Tulanatmak 
Adhyayan

3. Dr. Pawan Kumar Yadav 
C-�31, Indira Nagar,  
Lucknow (UP) – 22�01�

Understanding Religion and Human 
Rights

4. Dr. Kalpana Yadav 
13�/1, Radhakunj, Janaki Nagar colony, 
Samane Ghat Road, Lanka,  
Varanasi – 221005

Vaishnav Acharyon ke Bhakti 
Sidhanton ka samikshatmak adhy-
ayan

5. Dr. (Ms.) Kumudini Pathak  
c/o Shri Ghanshyam Pathak  
Advocate 
A.B. Road Manipura Kolaras,  
Post Kolaras  
Distt. Shivpuri (MP) – 4�3��0

Manav Aur Mulya (Man and Values)

�. Dr. (Sh.) Susrut Ray 
a-1/10/3� Calcutta Greens Ph.-I, 
survey Park – 1050/2  
Kolkata – �000�5.

Immanuel Kant and the Founda-
tions of  Cognitive Science
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Junior Research Fellowship 
 
Thirty one Scholars have been awarded the Junior Research Fellowship of  the Council.

General Category

Sl. 
No.

Name & Address Topic SC/ST/
OBC/Handi-
capped/ 
NER

1. Ms. Rati Mehrotra 
C/o Mr. P.B. Mehrotra 
25/15, Canal Road,  
Harnaryan Complex, 
Kanpur – 20�001

Critique of  Tradition as the source 
of  the Solutions of  Human 
Problems in the Philosophy of  J. 
Krishnamurti

2. Shri Rananjay Kumar Singh 
Room No.244, Birla Hostel,  
B.H.U. Varanasi, (U.P.) - 221005

Ravindernath Tagore Evam Sri 
Aurovindo ke darshan mein 
Manusya ka Swaroop evam niyati

3. Kum. Gunjan Sharma 
C/o Rajendra  
1��-A Maruti Nagar Colony 
Near Airport Sanganer 
Jaipur (Raj.)

‘Yajurveda Darshan’ Shukl 
Yajurveda ke Brahman upnishad 
evam kalpsutra ke sandharbh mein

4. Ms. Bhosale Krantigeeta Chandrakant 
25/A, Satkar Appartment 
Pune – Satara Road, Dhankawadi,  
Pune – 411043

Concept of  Sin

�. Ms. Malliga A.Karaimedu 
Gangarampalayam – Post 
Villupuram Taluk 
Tamil Nadu - �0510�

A Critical Study of  a Priori and a 
Posteriori forms of  Knowledge

�. Dr. A.D. Ravathy 
2�, First Street, Kamaraj Nagar,  
Chennai – �000�2

Purusarthas, Karma, and Primor-
dial Sacred Consciousness in the 
Sanskrit and Tamil Classical Works

9. Ms Wahengbam Ibethoi Devi 
Wangoi Wahengbam Leikai 
P.O. Wangoi, P.S. Wangoi 
District : Imphal West   
Manipur : �95009.

A Critical Study of  Locke’s Philos-
ophy of  Language

NER

OBC category
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5. Shri Prakhar Kumar 
C/o Ambika Datta Sharma 
C-3� Gour Nagar, University Campus,  
Sagar (MP) – 4�0003

Advaitavedant ki Tarknaidhati : Ek 
Sameekshatmak Adhyayan

�. Ms. Sonal 
H.No.S-3/�0, Shanti Niketan,  
Orderly Bazar, Varanasi – 221002

Geeta mein pratipadit sankhyayog 
ki avdhayna

�. Ms. Nivedita  
Dev Sanskriti Vishwavidyalaya,  
Agastta Bhawan 
SIF A1/14, Gayatrikunj,  
Shantinikunj, Haridwar (UK) - 249411

Yoga Sadhana Evam Pran Tattva : 
Ek darshanik Vivecan

�. Ms. Ritu Duleey 
C/o Mr. K.K. Seth, House No.�,  
Jai mbey Colony, Civil Lines, Jaipur,  
Rajasthan

Shrimadbhagwatgeeta va 
astittwavad: do Jeevan dristiyan ka 
tulanatmak visleshan

9. Shri Ravi Sankar K. 
MH-K, room No.22�, 
University of  Hyderabad,  
Hyderabad – 50004� (AP)

Roots of  Theravada Philosophy in 
Andhra

10. Shri Saumya Kanti  
Bharat Mansion, 2nd Floor, 
Tulapatti, Silchar, Distt. Cachar  
(Assam) – ���001

The Ethics of  the Critique of  
reason in the Philosophy of  Nagar-
juna and Kant: A Re-appraisal from 
a Contemporary critical Perspective

NER

11. Ms. Komudi Choudhary 
Flat No.42, 1st Floor, Lumburi,  
Appartments, Kaushambi, Ghaziabad,  
UP – 201010

Jain Achar Mimansa Evam Paryava-
raniya Samasyaon

12. Ms. Nira Verma 
W/o Shri Prem Kumar  
C/o Bajrang Babu Phulwaria-3, Badhi-
tola, 
Barauni Biogusarai (Bihar) – �51112

Vartman mein nari sashktikaran 
ki dasha evam disha samaj evam 
samaj darshan ke pariprekshya mein 
(vishesh sandarbh bihar)

13. Ms. Asha Rathore 
Room No.-100, Laxmi Bai Hostel 
University of  Rajasthan, Jaipur 

Value Education – a Philosophical 
analysis

14. Sh. Malai Kumar Jha 
C/o Director  
Parshwanath Vidyapeeth 
I.T.I. Road, Karaundi 
BHU Sub Post office  
Varanasi – 221005

Samkaleen Bharatiya chintan mein 
Adhyatmik Manavavad (Pandit 
Shriram Sharma Aacharya, Maha-
rashi Mahesh Yogi, Aacharya 
Rajneesh Evam Shri-shri Ravis-
hankar ke vishesh sandharbh mein)
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1�. Shri Dhirendra Kumar Jalwani 
C/o Gehlot Deyri & Provsion Store, 
Jawton ki Bawri Rajbag, Soor Sagar, 
Jodhpur (Raj.) – 342024

Maharishi Patanjali krit Yogasutra 
evam Hemachandracharya virachit 
yogashastra ka tulnatmak vishleshan

SC

1�. Ms. Geeta Rani 
D/o Sri Lachho Ram 
Chandramani Nagar 
3�, Delapeer, Izzat Nagar, 
Bareilly – 243122.

Swami Vivekannda Ka Samaja 
darsana Ki Prasangikta : Eka Vive-
canatmak  Adhyayan

SC

19. Shri Om Prakash 
Village Bahadurpur 
P.O. Chaubepur 
Dist. Varanasi – 221104

Sant Ravidas ka Darshanik Chintan SC

20. Shri Vadde Kishore Babu 
Sudharani Nilayam 
D. No.13-141, pendurathi,  
Visakhapatnam

Understanding Body, Mind and 
Soul: An Indian Philosophical 
Perspective with the special Refer-
ence to Prof. Satchidananda Murthy 
and Prof. K. Ramakrishna Rao’s 
Ideas.

SC

ST Category

21. Ms. Temjenkala Jamir 
Department of  Philosophy 
North Eastern Hill University 
Shillong – �93022 (Meghalaya)

Concept of  Suffering in Buddhism 
and Christianity : A Comparative 
Study

NER

SC Category

15. Shri Pramod Kumar Rai 
Vill+Post – Bhabhaura 
Tahsilchakia, Dist. – Chandaulti   
(UP) -32103

‘Viveksar’ ka Darshnik Anushilan

1�. Ms. Lily Biswas 
19, Gariahat Road (South) 
Kolkata – �00 031 
West Bengal – �00 031

Sri Ramakrishna’s Religio-Philo-
sophical Sadhanas and Eternal 
Values as depicted in Kathamrta 
(with special reference to Intra reli-
gious and Inter religious Harmony 
and Peace)
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24. Sh. Nazeer Ahmad Ab. Majeed 
C/o Chairman, Deptt. Of  Philosophy, 
A.M.U., Aligarh – 202002

Wujud-Shuhud Debate in the Post-
Waliullah Indo-Islamic Thought

OBC

25. Mrs. Madhu Khanna 
19A/3, Sir Pratap Colony, 
Opp. Travel Plan Office,  
Airport Road, Panch Batti Circle,  
Jodhpur, Rajasthan – 342001

Bhagwat Dharm mein paryawaran 
chetana

2�. Ms. Sabina S.  
Sarada Sadanam Nangarathpeedika 
Templegate (PO) Thalassery,  
Kanpur - ��0102

Body, Life and Power: Rethinking 
Bioethics from a Post Structur-
alist Perspective with reference to 
Foucault and Agamben

2�. Shri Shyam Bihari 
Department of  Philosophy 
Dr. H.S. Gour Vishwavidalya,  
Sagar -4�0003

Kabir ke Samajdharmi chetna ka 
darshnik visleshan

OBC

2�. Shri Rajaram 
C-1�,-U.T.D. Campus 
Sagar (MP) - 4�0003

Aatankbad : ek darshnik Anushilan OBC

29. Ms. Sabeena P.S. 
Puthenveedu, Thangal Nagar,  
H.No. 21/1��4-C, Palluruthy, Kochin-�

Pluralistic Logicism and its Impact 
on Contemporary theory of  truth

30. Ms. Vibha Rani 
155, Jagannathpur 
Gorakhpur (UP)-2�3001

Charvaka Evam Paschatya Sukhwad 
Ka Tulnatmak Anusheelan

OBC

31. Ms. Monju Chutia 
Department of  Philosophy 
Assam University 
Silchar, Assam - ���110

Ahimsa and Satyagraha : Theory 
and Practice in Post Gandhian Era

NER

OBC Category

22. Ms. I. Sashirenla 
Department of  Philosophy 
NEHU, Shillong -�93022

Jurgen Habermas’ discourse Ethics: 
An analytical Study

ST

23. Ms. Idahun Bareh 
Opp. District transport Office 
Ladnartiang – Jowai –Jaintia – Hills,  
Meghalaya – �93150

Traditional Religion and culture of  
the Pnar : A Philosophical Analysis

ST
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OBITUARY

One of  the last programmes, perhaps the last one, 
that professor G.C. Pande participated in was the 
ICPR Buddha Jayanti Lecture delivered by Professor 
Samdhong Rinpoche on 12th May 2011 at the Annexe 
Auditorium of  the India International Centre, New 
Delhi. In his presidential remarks after Professor 
Rinpoche spoke, Professor Pande had given a very 
beautiful and picturesque description of  H.H. Dalai 
Lama’s contribution and his association with India 
in general and with the Buddhist institutions at 
Dharamsala and Sarnath in particular. 

Professor Govind Chandra Pande passed away on 
21 May 2011. There are indeed very few anywhere in 
India or in the world at large who match his caliber 
and attainment. His pen has touched almost all the 
branches of  liberal arts like indology, history, culture, 
art, philosophy, poetics and aesthetics. A recipient of  
innumerable national and international awards and 
honours most deservedly conferred on him for his 
literary achievements like Saraswati Samman, Moor-
tidevi Award and the like, Professor Pande has left 

behind a large number of  his creative works which 
would speak of  his erudition most eloquently for all 
times to come. 

Professor Pande has authored more than �0 books 
and 100 research articles and papers in various disci-
plines in all the three languages such as English, Hindi 
and Sanskrit over which he had incomparable mastery. 
His philosophical writings include Mulya Mimamsa that 
fetched him a Union Government prize for an original 
Hindi work on philosophy; Shankaracharya: Vichar aur 
Sandesh (Life and Thoughts of  Shankaracharya); his 
three Vimrshas in Sanskrit: Bhaktidarsanvimarash (1991), 
Saundaryadarshanvimarsah (1995) and Ekam Sad Vipra 
Bahudha Vadanti discuss exhaustively and in a masterly 
manner the philosophy of  bhakti, beauty and the unity 
of  all religions. And his Apohasiddhi and Nyuayabindu 
are translations of  classic texts of  Buddhist logic with 
a new, brilliant gloss in Hindi.

In the death of  Professor Pande, the world of  Philos-
ophy has lost a brilliant thinker and ICPR has lost a 
great patron and well-wisher. Whenever called upon by 

Govind Chandra Pande 
(30 July 1923 - 21 May 2011)

Professor G. C. Pande being felicitated  
at the Buddha Jayanti Lecture programme of  ICPR
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ICPR, he had always most readily and happily rendered 
impeccable service and had offered most invaluable 
suggestions that always helped the Council to serve 

Professor G.C. Pande with Professor Samdhong 
Rimpoche at the Buddha Jayanti Lecture Programme

the cause of  philosophy in India in a much better 
fashion. Thinkers like the late lamented Professor 
Daya Krishna were repeatedly acknowledging in meet-
ings and conferences that they had derived continuing 
inspiration and enlightenment from their association 
with him.  While scholarship produces pride or even 
arrogance in many, it had exactly the opposite effect 
on Prof. Pande who was the very embodiment of  
humility. Scholarship was an adornment that sat most 
beautifully and comfortably on his persona. In losing 
him we have not only lost a very great and mature 
scholar, but we have also lost an excellent specimen of  
a human being which Indian culture and civilization 
has always been producing from time to time. The loss 
is irreparable and on behalf  of  ICPR, we offer our 
most sincere and heartfelt condolences.

Professor K. Satchidananda Murty 
(1924 – 2011)

Professor K. Satchidananda Murty

Professor K. Satchidananda Murty was born on 
September 25, 1924 in the family of  a well-to-do farmer 
in Andhra Pradesh. Even before commencing his 
university education, he acquired extensive knowledge 
in Sanskrit. His first book was a 500 pages commen-
tary on Bhagavadgita in Telugu. It was published in 
1941 when he was just sixteen years of  age. During 
his lifetime, he published more than twenty-five books 

in English, Eleven books in Telugu and one book in 
Hindi. Each book was acclaimed as a masterpiece by 
the readers and critics. His books Revelation and Reason 
in Advaita Vedanta (1959) and Advaitic Notion (19�5) 
and Vedic Hermeneutics (1993) have been acknowledged 
as classics by his admirers as well as his critics.

Professor Murty was a heterodox thinker as well as a 
critical traditionalist. Only a few specialists in Advaita 
Vedanta have been as critical of  it as he has been in 
his Revelation and Reason in Advaita Vedanta, and also 
only a few have presented such an admiring exposi-
tion of  it as he has done in his Advaitic Notion (19�5). 
His interdisciplinary works on Indian culture and his 
contribution to peace studies which is the outcome of  
his discussions with Bertrand Russell and Karl Jaspers, 
as well as his pioneering work Far Eastern Philosophies 
(19��) contain original ideas, critical observations and 
insightful comparisons. Murty’s writings range across 
Indian and Western philosophy, covering ethics, reli-
gious studies, social and political thought, culture, 
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peace studies, philosophy of  education and Indian 
foreign policy.

Murty made a deep impact on his seniors and contem-
poraries. In 19�3, when Murty was less than forty years 
of  age, Humayun Kabir, an eminent literary scholar 
and philosopher and a minister in the Government 
of  India, spoke of  him as one of  “the outstanding 
philosophers of  the younger generation’’. In the year 
19�0 the great Professor Suniti Kumar Chatterjee 
described him as the one on whom the “mantle of  Dr. 
Radhakrishnan has fallen worthily”. Acharya Tulsi, 
the famous Jain Muni portrayed him in 19�9 thus: 
“The vision and the capacity to realize it as noticed in 
Professor Murty is found in rare persons only. In the 
modern age such honesty, authenticity and integrity of  
purpose as found in him are not commonly found”. 
Syed Vahiduddin had the following to say about him 
in 1994: “It is difficult to think of  another eminent 
Indian philosopher, who having specialized in classical 
Indian philosophy, has also studied philosophies of  
other cultures, such as the Islamic, Chinese and Japa-
nese.”     

Till his retirement he taught in Andhra University, 
his alma mater, for thirty five years. From 19�5 to 
19�� he was the Vice-Chancellor of  Sri Venkatesh-
wara University, Tirupati. In 19�4, he became the 
first recipient of  Dr B.C. Roy National Award – the 
highest possible distinction in India for achievement 
in the field of  Philosophy. He was the National Fellow 
of  the Indian Council of  Philosophical Research. He 
occupied the office of  Vice-chairman of  University 
Grants Commission from 19�� to 19�9. He was the 
President of  the Indian Philosophical Congress from 
19�0 to 199�. In recognition of  his scholarship and 
administrative acumen the Government of  India first 
awarded him Padma Bhushan in 19�4 and later in the 
year 2001 awarded him Padma Vibhushan.  

In 1992, an international seminar was organized on his 
philosophy. Professor Murty was present throughout 

the seminar and in its concluding session, he responded 
to all those participants who had written on one or the 
other aspect of  his philosophical writings. A selection 
of  the revised articles presented in the seminar were 
published in 1995 in the form of  a book titled The 
Philosophy of  K. Satchidananda Murty.  

Those who had the privilege of  knowing Murty 
personally knew that besides being a profound 
scholar, a distinguished teacher and an efficient and 
able administrator, he had many endearing qualities. 
He had unmatched wit and great sense of  humour. 
His repartees and sallies were always fitting the occa-
sion.

Once he decided to take retirement, despite several 
invitations, he refused to go to any public functions 
– seminars, symposiums, workshops, lectures, selec-
tion committees or attend any official meetings. In the 
authentic lifestyle prescribed in the Sannyasashrama of  
the varnashrama vyavastha, he lived all by himself  like 
a recluse in his native village Sangam Jagralmudi, a 
remote village in Guntur district of  Andhra Pradesh. 
Seldom would he meet the students and teachers 
– some of  them his own students from the Andhra 
University, or the nearby Nagarjuna University.    

K. Satchidananda Murty lived an ideal life. Life as lived 
by him is an exemplar of  an authentic life. He lived 
what he preached; he taught what he believed in. He 
was an ideal man; an ideal scholar and an ideal friend. 
These qualities made him tower over his peers. It will 
be difficult to fill the void created by his passing away 
on January 24, 2011.   

Ashok Vohra

For remembering Professor Murty, ICPR organized a condolence 
meeting on 25 January 2011 and all the staff  at ICPR with 
Professor Miri, formerly Chairman, ICPR. Professor Ashok 
Vohra, the ex-Member Secretary, spoke on the occasion. An 
ICPR National Seminar has been scheduled to be held at the 
Andhra University, Visakhapatnam from 21-24 September, 
in memory of  Professor Murty.
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A great friend and well wisher of  ICPR family, a 

frequent visitor to ICPR and also a participant in 

ICPR programmes, the unwelcome news of  Professor 

Vachaspati Upadhyaya’s passing away brought a sad 

moment to one and all in ICPR. Only a few days ago, 

Professor Upadhyaya had visited ICPR as a member of  

the Translation Project Committee. All the members of  

the staff  fondly remember Professor Upadhyaya’s illu-

minating speech on the Hindi Pakhawara programme 

held in ICPR office only last year. A person of  very 

amicable and friendly disposition, a living symbol of  

simple living, and a scholar of  very constructive and 

high thinking capacity, Professor Updhyaya would 

always keep anybody happy and cheerful by his sweet 

manners. He was the one who has built up the Lalba-

hadur Shastri Sanskrit Vidyapeeth after the mantle 

passed over to him from his predecessor Professor 

Mandana Mishra.

Born on 1st July, 1943 at Sultanpur (Uttar Pradesh), 

Prof. Upadhyaya has for long been an eminent, 

highly acclaimed scholar of  Sanskrit and indology, 

known equally well in India and abroad for his most 

outstanding contributions in teaching and research in 

Sanskrit. He also widely encouraged and propagated 

the interest in Sanskrit, besides having had actually 

administered very ably  some of  those institutions of  

great repute that exist today. They have had the invalu-

able benefit of  his rich experience and they are what 

they are today because of  his efforts and labours of  

love.      

After obtaining his Ph.D. degree from Calcutta 

University and his D.Litt. degree from Varanasi, Prof. 

Upadhyaya had been a valuable member on the Faculty 

of  University of  Delhi, first as a Lecturer, then as a 

Reader and from 19�4 onwards as Professor and Head 

of  the Department.  He was awarded “President’s 

Certificate of  Honour” by the President of  India on 

15th August, 2000 and “Maharashtra Rajya Maha-
kavi Kalidas Sanskrit Sadhana Puraskar-2005” by 

the Government of  Maharashtra on the occasion of  

Sanskrit Day.   

Professor Vachaspati Upadhyaya 
1st July, 1943 – 11th July 2011

Professor Vachaspati Upadhyaya



44

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Announcement - 1

The Council has now decided to plan its activities one 
financial year in advance.  Accordingly, the Council 
invites proposals from the Universities/ institutions 
of  higher learning and individuals for organizing 
Seminars/Symposiums/Workshops/Collo-
quiums/Refresher Courses etc. for the year April 
2012 to March 2013 in the appropriate, prescribed 
proforma (available at www.icpr.in/forms.html). 

The Council also invites proposals for Projects for 
the year 2011-12, requiring financial assistance from 

the Council. The projects may be submitted to the 
Council in the prescribed proforma (available at www.
icpr.in/forms.html) before the end of  December 
2011. 

Sanctions will be issued for the selected proposals 
immediately after selection so that the organizers may 
start preparations for the Seminars/events etc. The 
actual grant shall be made available to the grantees 
three months before the actual date of  holding the 
event.

Member Secretary 
ICPR

Announcement - 2

The Indian Council of  Philosophical Research (ICPR) 
has initiated its scheme to provide the required finan-
cial assistance for promotion of  Teaching and Research 
in Philosophy in Professional Institutes and colleges 
of  Engineering /Medical/ Law/ Management and the 
like who are interested in starting philosophy courses 
in the same patterns as are prevailing in IITs under the 

department of  Humanities and Social Sciences from 
the next academic year 2012-13. 

The Council invites the applications/proposals from 
Professional Institutes and colleges along with esti-
mates of  financial requirements which may be sent to 
the undersigned by or before November 30th, 2011  
at the latest.

Member Secretary 
ICPR

From November, 1994 he had been very ably working 
as the Vice-Chancellor of  Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri 
Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, New Delhi, and he 
has indeed worked very hard to procure a place of  
eminence for Lalbahadur Sastri Sanskrit University 
in the Academic world. Prof. Upadhyaya was a great 

teacher of  Sanskrit, a researcher of  no mean reputa-
tion and an outstanding academic administrator. He 
was also a wonderful human being who had everyone’s 
interests at heart. The Indian Council of  Philosoph-
ical Research deeply mourns the untimely death of  
Professor Upadhyaya.
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In order to encourage the Young Scholars of  the 

country to reflect on Philosophical issues, the Council 

holds an Essay Competition-cum-seminar every year.  

This year, the theme of  the Competition is “What 

Makes Gandhi a Mahatma?”  Young scholars in 

the age group of  20-25 years may send their essays 

in English or Hindi consisting of  about 3000 words 

and typed on only one side of  21X30 cm. size paper 

on the above theme.

The essays will be evaluated by three judges indepen-

dently.  Evaluating of  the essays will be done on the 

basis of  the following criteria;

a. Logical and systematic analysis of  the Theme;

b. Relevance of  the subject as seen by the essay 

writer in the context of  contemporary thought 

and circumstances prevailing in the world;

c. Impartial elucidation of  issues, briefly and point-

edly;

d. Constructive, creative and synthetic approach to 

issues without prejudice or bias of  any kind.

The essays may be sent to :

The Director (P&R) 

Indian Council of  Philosophical Research 

3/9, Vipul Khand. Gomti Nagar,  

Lucknow-226010

The last date for receipt of  essays is 30th November 

2011.

On the basis of  evaluation, 35-40 competitors will 

be invited to participate in a seminar to be organized 

by the Council.  The competitors shall present their 

papers in the seminar and take part in the discussion 

on their own and of  others’ papers.  The final award 

shall be decided on the basis of  the quality of  the essay 

as well as of  the writer’s participation in the seminar.

The following certificates are required to be attached 

to the essay while submitting them.

a. A certificate of  the age from the Head of  the 

Department/Institution/Photocopy of  the 

Matriculation/Higher Secondary Certificate in 

which date of  birth is mentioned;

b. A certificate from the Head of  the Department 

or teacher in University/College of  distinguished 

scholar certifying that the essay is written by the 

candidate himself/ herself;

c. A certificate by the candidate that the essay has 

not been published in any journal/magazine and 

is original and not copied from any such source.

The cut off  date for determining the age is 31st 

December, 2011.

The decision of  the panel of  experts with regard to 

the evaluation of  essays and the selection of  the prize 

winners will be final and no appeal for reassessment 

will be entertained.

Essay Competition-Cum-Seminar
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Indian Council of  Philosophical Research, an autono-

mous body under the Ministry of  Human Resources 

Development, government of  India, has the scheme 

to honour the outstanding meritorious excellence and 

well acclaimed proven scholarships in the area through 

its Various Categories of  Awards :

1. Best Ph.D. Dissertation Award (in Philosophy) to 

one scholar who has submitted his/her disserta-

tion to the University and has been awarded Ph. 

D. degree during the past one year. 

 The award amounts to Rs.50,000/- and a cita-

tion.

 Heads of  Department of  Philosophy and Super-

visors may nominate suitable names of  scholars 

awarded Ph. D. during the past one year along 

with their bio-data and reports of  the exam-

iners, a copy of  the degree/letter announcing 

the award of  the degree should be sent along 

with the copy of  the dissertation.

2. Young Philosopher Award.

 Eligibility: The scholar must be in the group 

not exceeding 35 years as on 2� November 

2010.  The scholars of  the target age group may 

submit their bio-data along with 5 copies of  

their published work during the last 5 years.

 The award amounts to Rs.50,000/- and a cita-

tion.

 Heads of  Department of  Philosophy of  Indian 

university/Institutions/Eminent Philosophers/

Retired teachers of  Philosophy in the country 

may also nominate suitable scholars for consid-

eration of  the award.

3. The Best Book of  the Year in Philosophy 

Award.

 Eligibility: All books published in India in 

Hindi, Sanskrit or English during the last three 

years, not before 200�, in philosophy are eligible 

for consideration of  the award.  The books 

must be original works showing promise of  

mature philosophical thinking; and the year of  

first publication of  the book should also be 

mentioned.  Authors can submit their books (5 

copies) to ICPR for evaluation and consider-

ation. 

 The award amounts to Rs.50,000/- and a cita-

tion.

 Nominations are solicited from eminent philoso-

phers, Heads of  Department of  Philosophy and 

retired teachers of  philosophy in the country.

The applications/nominations may be submitted to 

Director (P&R) positively by or before 30th   December 

2011. 

(Mercy Helen) 

Director (P&R)

ICPR Award Notification
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS

1. Gandhi and Applied Spirituality by K. Ramak-
rishna Rao; Co- publisher – Matrix Publisher

2. Implications of  the Philosophy of  Kant– Transla-

tion of  Kant Darshaner Tatparya by K.C.Bhattacharya, 

Translated by J.N. Mohanty and Tara Chatterjee: 

Co-publisher Oxford University Press. 

FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS

ICPR has initiated a new publication  scheme of  co-
publication with a Publisher. Following manuscripts 
have been taken up by the publishers mentioned 
against each of  them for co-publication.

1. Vedanta without Maya by G. Mishra; Co-
publisher -Motilal Banarasidass

2. Advaita : A Contemporary Critique by Srinivasa 
Rao; Co- publisher – Oxford University Press

3. Inhabiting Human Language : The Substantivist 

Visualization by Probol Das Gupta; Co-publisher 

- Samskriti 
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE ICPR

Ms Anupama Thakur who had joined ICPR, Delhi 

office on August 2, 2010 as the Director (A&F) on 

deputation basis from Agriculture Insurance Co., of  

India Ltd., Lucknow has been repatriated to her parent 

organization, after the completion of  the one year of  

her deputation period. She has successfully worked in 

the ICPR, streamlining both the Administration and 

Finance wings.

RECIPIENT OF THE  
ICPR NATIONAL FELLOWSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2010-11

Professor G.C. Nayak

Ms Anupama Thakur

The renowned scholar and erudite speaker, Professor 

G. C. Nayak, has been a role model in the field of  

Philosophy. He has made remarkable contributions 

to Philosophy and Higher Education. He has been a 

visiting Professor to renowned universities in India 

and abroad and engaged in writing several research 

articles and books in Philosophy. 
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