
 



Sanskrit for Philosophy 

 

(Tentative - Syllabus for the Course on Learning Sanskrit Language Structure) 

 

 

 

Why such a Course ? 

 

India has fortunately inherited a huge literature on Philosophy. But all this is available in 

Sanskrit language. Hence it is not easily accessible to the students, scholars and teachers 

of Philosophy. The learners, therefore,  have to depend on the translations which have 

limitations, as we all know,  in providing access to the original thoughts of the 

philosophers. This syllabus of Sanskrit for Philosophy aims at bridging this gap and 

facilitating the learners of Philosophy to have a direct access to the original texts on 

Philosophy in Indian traditions. 

 

The Method Adopted  

 

Here the Direct method of learning a language is adopted. We will not follow grammar 

and translation method. Rather we will go through the text first and while reading the 

texts we will be capturing the structure of Sanskrit language. This is the natural way how 

a learner of the first language acquires the knowledge of the structure of language. This 

Direct method of learning language will prove to be more beneficial and attractive to 

learners  of mature age,  since the learners will be introduced to the philosophical 

thoughts and the structure of the Sanskrit language in which those thoughts are encoded 

simultaneously.  

 

The Structure of Sanskrit Language 

 

For introducing the structure of Sanskrit language to the learners, the Model of 

Description of Sanskrit by Panini has been kept as the base. The teachers teaching this 

course will see that the learners acquire the knowledge of this structure. The philosophers 

of language in Indian tradition developed arguments on the basis of the structure of 

Sanskrit language as described by Panini. This approach of learning Sanskrit language , 

therefore, will automatically introduce the learners to the rich debate on philosophy of 

language advanced by Indian realists and idealists too. 

 
Who can join this course ? 
In fact, any one interested in Indian intellectual, philosophical and spiritual culture can join this 

course. Particularly, the students, scholars and teachers will derive maximum benefit from this course. 

Initially, this course can be offered to Post-graduate and research levels. But finally after few years of 

practice it can begin at the Undergraduate level. 

 

Medium of Instruction 

 

Initially the medium will be English since participants from all over India will take part. But 

gradually, the course can be offered in regional languages too,  if required. 

 



 

Method of Instruction 

 

Direct Method: Language Use to Grammatical 

Rules. Texts of different Philosophical systems will be read in the class and grammatical rules will be 

pointed out. This is how we learn First language. Exposure to language use is given first and human 

brain captures the rules of patterns. Through this direct method language learning is faster and 

enjoyable. 

 

Duration of the Course 
 

Four Semesters ( ie. One level in One semester ). 

 

Course Structure 

 

Since we want to execute this programme in the Master’s level, there will be Four graded levels of the 

course.  Each level will have two components: 

(a) Theory based on Paninian Model and (b) 

Practice in speaking Sanskrit in order to generate confidence in learning the language. 

 

 

The Four Levels 

 

Semester I 

 

Level-1: 

 

(A)  Introduction to the Basic Structure of 

Sanskrit Language : Sandhi (Arrangement of 

Sanskrit sounds from micro-level to macro-level; 

Orthography). 

 

(B)  The Structure of a Sanskrit Sentence as described by Panini : Syntactic structure; Active and 

Passive Construction. 

 

Texts for Reading : 
 

1. Rigveda 1.1.1 

2. Ishavasyopanishad 

3. Sundarakanda of the Ramayana 

4. The Gita : 15
th

 Chapter 

5. Patanjali Mahabhasya (Paspasahnika) 

6. Tarkasangraha of Annambhatta * 

7. Karakachakra of Bhavananda 

8. Pancatantra 

 

A teacher will have freedom to choose texts and introduce the structure. The Texts marked with a star 

mark will have to be read completely. The teacher will highlight (A) and (B) while reading the Texts 

gradually. The habit of reading the Text is to be inculcated so that the learners start deciphering the 

components of a Sanskrit sentence. 

 

Semester II 

 



 

 

Level-2: 

 Structure of a Sanskrit Word : Nominal Inflexion (Inflexion of Noun, Pronoun, Numeral, 

Indeclinables etc.) 

 

 

Texts for Reading: 

 

1. Kathopanisad 

2. The Gita : Chpater 2 

3. Vatsyayana Bhasya on Nyayasutra 1.1.1 – 10 

4. Pancatantra 

5. Sankhyakarika 

6. Vedantasangraha of Ramaraya Kavi 

7. Navyanyayabhasapradipa of Mahesacandra Tarkaratna* 

8. Naradabhaktisutra 

 

A teacher will have freedom to choose texts and introduce the structure. The Texts marked with a star 

mark will have to be read completely. The teacher will highlight (A) and (B) while reading the Texts 

gradually. The habit of reading the Text is to be inculcated so that the learners start deciphering the 

components of a Sanskrit sentence. 

 

 

Semester III 
 

Level-3:  

 
Stucture of a Sanskrit Word : Verbal 

Inflexion (Formation of verbal forms, Tenses, 

Moods, Aspects etc.)  , Active and Passive verbal forms.  

 

 

Texts  for Reading : 

 

1. Taittiriyopanisad 

2. The Gita : Chapter 12 

3. Sabarabhaya on Jaiminisutra 1.1.1-12. 

4. Pratyabhijnahridaya 

5. Nyayasiddhantamuktavali (Sabdakhanda)* 

6. Sarvadarsanasangraha (Carvakadarsana) 

7. Yogabhasya 

8. Vedantasara 

 

 

 

A teacher will have freedom to choose texts and introduce the structure. The Texts marked with a star 

mark will have to be read completely. The teacher will highlight (A) and (B) while reading the Texts 

gradually. The habit of reading the Text is to be inculcated so that the learners start deciphering the 

components of a Sanskrit sentence. 

 

 

 



Semester IV 
 

 

Level-4 : 
 

Stucture of Derivatives : Primary 

Derivatives, Secondary Derivatives and 

Compounds (Derivation of Complex Structures) 

 

 

Texts for Reading : 

 
1. Chhandogyopanishad 

2. Sankarabhasya on Brahmasutra 1.1.1-4. 

3. Vedantaparibhasa 

4. Nanvada of Raghunatha* 

5. Shribhasya of Ramanuja on Brahmasutra 1.1.1-4 

6. Nyayamrita of Madhva school. 

7. Vakyapadiya of Bhartrihari 

8. Nyayamanjari of Jayantabhatta (ist Ahnika)  

 

 

A teacher will have freedom to choose texts and introduce the structure. The Texts marked with a star 

mark will have to be read completely. The teacher will highlight (A) and (B) while reading the Texts 

gradually. The habit of reading the Text is to be inculcated so that the learners start deciphering the 

components of a Sanskrit sentence. 

 

 

* =  To be read completely. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


